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ART. 1. ‘Archaclgia sor Mifcellaneaus Tratts relating ti Antis 


quity. Publifoed by the Sotiety of Antiquaries; London. gto. 


a 


vol. 3d, 19s. Sold at the houfe of the Society in Chancery4 ~ 


lane, and by White, Robfon; Se, Ks 
“This. third volume of tracts, publifhed by tlie learned and 
Fefpectable fociety of antiquaries, contains no lefs than four 
and forty articles ; moft of them on fubjeéts extremely curious; 


fiough not equally popular of pleafirig to the genérality of | 


readers. . The feven firft papers give account of various horns, 
Formerly rhade ufe of as charters or inftruments of conveyance ; 
the’ firft paper, by Mr. Pegge, ferving as an introduétion to the 
reft, b atiating on the nature and kinds of thefe horns in 
- ‘The figures of feveral, fplendidly embellifhed, are 
uftrated by elegant engravings executed by Bafires 

In ¢ cick, the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington gives 
an account o © mufical inftruments, ufed in Wales, called 
the rwth and the pibscorn, or horn-pipe. The former of 
thefe inftruments, he obferves, feems to have been the origin 
of the violin ; which was not known in England till the reign, 
of ‘Charles I.; though now it has fo far fuperfeded the ufe of 
the crwth, that the latter is on the point of being entirely loft 5 







there being but one perfon in the whole principality who can , 


now play upon it, The pib-corn, whofe found refembles that of 
am hautboy, is a rude inftrument likewife, fo littlé uféd that 
its total negle& might not be regi@tted. Our learned antiquary’s 
motiyes for recording their exiftence cannot fail, however, of 
meeting with the approbation of the critical reader. 

Vou. I, ; B « Befides 
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«¢ Befides that the reprefentation of fuch ancient inftruments 
puzzles the antiquary when they are entirely loft, I fhall take the 
liberty of mentioning other advantages to the Republic of Letters 
from not fuffering them to go into total oblivion, though they may 
have given way to inftruments of a better conftruction. = 

‘¢ In moft editions of Shakefpeare the players in Hamlet exhibit a 
fcene thus defcribed in the opening. 

‘ Enter a duke and dutche/s with regal coronets, Sec.’ 

«This heraldic abfurdity muft {trike every one; Sir Joh 
Hawkins however fuppofes, that this fhould be read, ; 

¢ Enter a duke and dutchefs with Regals and Cornets;’ both of 
which are ancient mufical inftruments, though now difufed. 

«As for the Regal, or Regalls, Snetzler, the famous organ 
builder, informs me, that it is not entirely loft in Germany at pre- 
fent, being.a {mall portabée organ with keys, and this inftrument was 
much ufed anciently in England, as our kings had a regall-maker, 
amongft their mufical eftablifhment, who had a falaty of 161. per 
Annum *, ; , 

«« But it is not only from the names of mufical inftruments which 
ccafe now to be in ufe, that paffages may receive illuftration, but 
from obfolete.appellations of fome of our moft. common finging- 

ifds. 
om In the Firft Part of Shakefpeare’s Henry the Fourth, Ac IIL. 
Scene 3. - 

“ Hotfpur fays to Lady Percy (whofe name by the way was not 
Catherine, but Elizabeth +.) 

Hot/pur. Come, fing. 

Lady Percy. 1 will not fing. P 

Flotfpur, *Tis_the next way to turn tailor, or be robin-red-breaft 
teacher. | 

“« Now a goldfinch ftill continues to be called a proud tailor in fome 
parts of England{; which renders this paflage intelligible, that 
otherwife feems to have no meaning whatfoever.” 

Articles IX. and X. treat of the antiquity of horfesthiee 
the manner of fhoeing horfes among the ancients. The firft by 
Charles Rogers, Efq; and the laft by Mr. Pegge. Mr. B 
appears to be of opinion that the poetic appellation of fonipes, 
given to horfes, alludes to the found made by their. fhoes, and 
not by their feet alone. He conceives alfo that they weré ori- 
ginally drawn over their hoofs, to which they were artificially 
faftened by fome ligature concealed under the hairs of the foot- 
locks, With this conjecture, he remarks, that the induere of 
Pliny perfectly well correfponds ; and the facility, of a thoe’s 






* See the eftablifhment of the houfehold in the firtt year of Queen Mary, p- 24. 
Be inva MS. which I had the honour of prefenting to the Society. Lord Bacon alfo 
frequently: mentions the regal in his rimeats on found, as he does the cornet, 
which he reprefents as an inftrument Plexion. 

+ See an order, de arreftando Elizshetbam Percy, in the sth year of Henry IV, 
A. D. 1403. Rymer, Vol. IV. Part 1. p. 57. Higue ecit. 

} Parveularly Warwickshire, Shakeje,.e’s mazive count ye 
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being drawn off by fticking in the mud, is much greater in one 
drawn over the hoof, than in one faftened to it by nails. He 
gives other reafons, fupported by allufions from the claffies in 
fupport of his opinion. Perhaps it may be fome confirmation 
of this opinion, that the word /boe appears to have originally 
meant fomething drawn on, as a covering: the Saxon dialed, 
whence it was taken, ufing it even to this day particularly in 
‘that fenfe: thus the Dutch call a glove, a hand-fhoe, hand- 
Jeboen, i. e. a covering to the hand. 

Mr. Pegge is, om the other hand, of opinion, that the fhoeing 
of horfes was not a general praéctice among the ancients. As to 
the poetical name /onipes, he thinks it a term taken from the 
clatter ‘or found of the feet in running, efpecially upon hard 
ground, whence Virgil fays, in that famous line of the eighth 
4Enead, 

Quadrupedante putrem fonitu quatit axgu/a campum. 
And again in the third Georgic. 
———~— Solido graviter fonat ungula cornu. 

He conceives alfo that artificial means were made ufe of to 
harden the hoofs of horfes, to enable them to do without thoe- 
ing. He obferves, however, in favour of Mr. Roger’s fuppofed 
mode of fhoeing, that the horfes, as well as men, have their feet 
covered with leather among the. Chinefe and other nations of 
the eaft, to this day. Of the praétice of the ancient Britons in 
this refpeé&t, he remarks, we know nothing, though we are 
affured they did not want horfes either for their chariots or 
mounting. In all probability, fays he, this cuftom-of fhoeing 
was introduced at the conqueft; and from that era has been the 
general, though not univerfal, pragtice of the Englifh, as in 
fomewplaces, from the nature of the foil and of bufinefs, the 
lie year, it might, without damage to the beafts, be 

buld we fuppofe alfo, that ‘among the ancients, 
1 to exigence and circumftances in fhoeing, or 


mi = ts ould be no unreafonable or improbable con- 










and XII, relate to a point of more importance, 
ination of the difpute may pof*ly prevent the 
® away more money, than has been already done, in the 
els attempt to cultivate vines in England, It has been a 
prevailing notion that this country formerly produced wine ; 2 
memoir, in fupport of which opinion, is inferted in the firft 
volume of the Archaelogia. Mr. Barrington, in his obfervations 
on ‘the more ancient ftatutes, having controverted the argu- 
ments of the above memoir; Mr. Pegge returns to the charge, 
and endeavours to invalidate the arguments of Mr. Barrington ; 
who hath here again replied, and, we think, fatisfactorily deter- 


mined the point, et 
~~ Ba # i 
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a 
ART. I.’ Archaclogia or Mifcellangaus Traéts rélatimg to Anti= — 
quity. Publifped by the Society of Antiquaries, London, "gto. 
vol. 3d, 19s. Sold at the houfe of the Society in Chancery* » 
lane, and by White, Robfons Se... 


““This. third volume of tracts, publithed by thie learned and 
fefpectable fociety of antiquaries, contains no lefs than four 
"and forty articles ; moft of them on fabjects extremely curious, 
iough not equally popular of pleafiig to the genérality of 
zeaders. The feven firft papers give account of various horns, — 
formidily rade tHe of as charters or inftruments of conveyance ; 
the’ fifft paper, by Mr. Pegge, ferving as an introduétion to the 
reit, b jating on the nature and kinds of thefe horns im 
: figuies of feveral, fplendidly embellifhed, are 
F elegant engravings executed by Bafires . 
théeighth, the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington gives — 
an account o mufical inftruments, ufed in Wales, 
the <rwth “nd the pibscorn, or horn-pipe. The former of 
thefe inftruments, he obferves, feems to have beén,the origin 
of the violin ; which was not known in England till the reign 
of ‘Charles I. ; though now it has fo far fuperfeded the ufe of 
the crwth, that the latter is on the point of being entirely loft; | 
there being but one perfon in the whole principality who cam _ | 
now play upon it, The pib-corn, whofe found refembles that of _ 
an hautboy, is a rude inftrument likewife, fo littlé uféd that | 
its total negle& might not be reg#@tted. Our learned antiquary’s 
motiyes for recording their exiftence cannot fail, however, 
Meeting with the approbation of the-critical reader, 
Vox. IL, B * Befides 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


Il. 
As now-a-days, 
Your own d—n’d plays 
Won’t pafs upon the town—a, - 
Your mofe is vex'd, 
Piqu’d and perplex’d 
Her’s goes fo glibly down—a. 
IV. 
But lack-a-day 
Should Harris play 
Your opera, long expected, 
Like Duell 
It would be hifs’d, 
Like Widow'd Wife neglected, 
V. 
Perform’d in vain, 
At Drury-lane, 
Your boafted Falfaff’s Wedding ; 
That hated houfe, 
. Were you a moufe, 
You’d ne’er more get your head in. 


VL 
Tho’ fhrewd and arch, 
Too ftiff and ftarch 
To pleafe the prefent age, Sir, 
Write on Reviews, 
“Nor Iet your mufe 
More meddlé with the itage, Sir, 
VIL. 
Since fad fhe is, 
_ Protraé& your phiz, 
And with her do condole, man? 
Nor let her grin, 
Curl’d up her chin, 
At Garrick and at Colman, 


*,* We have, to oblige our correfpondent, inferted the above; 
but could with any future produétions of this kind, efpecially when 
levelled at our Editor, might be communicated to the publick in a 
more proper channel. 

Mr. Seron, having become our profeffed afocigte in the condu& 
of the London Review, begs leave to withdraw his intended farewell 
epittle to Dr, Prieftley ; the publication of which is the lefs neceflary 
as other correfpondents have fince attacked the notions, againft which 
he firft drew his pen. . 

The various favours of Philaretus—Bofwel!—J; B.—A. M.—— 
Longinus, &¢. fhall be duly attended to, and the directions of Plautus 
punctuailly obferved. 
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of the new northern Ar- 
chipelago . 552 
of the prefent conftitution 
ofthe Unitas Fratrum 557 
Addington’s abridgement of the 
penal ftatutes 332, 404 
Addrefi, 2calm one, to our Ame- 











can colonies 327 
—— and appeal of Dean 
Tucker 414 


——— to the Genius of Britain 83 
» Woodward’s, to the 
public "407 
to the public 554 








| Adventures of 'Telamachus ~ 553 


Advice to the Britith parlia- 
ment 486 
a brother’s to his fifters 552 
Agriculture confidered as a moral 
and political duty | 232 
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the elements of, 209 
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Anglejey, hitory of the ifland of 
506 
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the 506 
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555 
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ART. I. Archaelogia : or Mi ifeellangaus Traéts relating to Anti= . 
quity. Publifoed by the Society of Antiquaries, London. gto. * 
vol. 3d, 19s. Sold at the houfe of the Society in Chancery4 ~ 
lane, and by White, Robfon Ses. 


“This third volume of traéts, publithed by the learned and 
Fefpectable fociety of antiquaries, contains no lefs than four 
and forty articles ; moft, of them on fubjects extremely curious, 
tough not equally popular of pleafirig to the genérality of 
readers. The feven firfi papers give account of various horns, 
formerly thade ufe of as charters or inftruments of conveyance 3 
the’ fifft paper, by Mr. Pegge, ferving as an introduétion to the 
reft, by.xpatiating on the nature and kinds of thefe horns in 

ener, best he ie figures of feveral, fplendidly. embellifhed, are 
illuftrated by elegant engravings executed by Bafires 

In ¢ the eighth, the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington gives 
an account of two mufical inftruments, ufed in Wales, called 
the <rwth and the pib-corn, or horn-pipe. The former of 
thefe inftruments, he obferves, feems to have been the origin 
of the violin ; which was not known in England till the reign 
of Charles I: ; though now it has fo far fuperfeded the ufe of 
the crwth, that the latter is on the point of being entirely loft ; 
there being but one perfon in the whole principality who can , 
now play upon it. The pib-corn, whofe found refembles that of 
an hautboy, is a rude inftrument likewife, fo little uféd that 
its total negle& might not be reg#@tted. Our learned antiquary’s 
motiyes for recording their exiftence cannot fail, however, of 


meeting with the epgeanation of the critical reader, 
Vou. IL, B « Befides 
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«¢ Befides that the reprefentation of fuch ancient inftruments 
puzzles the antiquary when they are entirely loft, I fhall take the 
liberty of mentioning other advantages to the Republic of Letters 
from not fuffering them to go into total oblivion, though they may 
have given way to inftruments of a better conftruction. re 

‘* In moft editions of Shakefpeare the players in Hamlet exhibit a 
fcene thus defcribed in the opening. 

* Evter a duke and dutche/s with regal coronets, 8c.’ 

« .This heraldic abfurdity muft {trike every one; Sir Joh 
Hawkins however fuppofes, that this fhould be read, 

‘Enter a duke and dutchefs with Regals and Cornets;’ both of 
which are ancient mufical inftruments, though now difufed. 

«© As for the Regal, or Regalls, Snetzler, the famous organ 
builder, informs me, that it is not entirely loft in Germany at pre- 
fent, being.a {mall portabée organ with keys, and this inftrument was 
much ufed anciently in England, as our kings had a regall-maker, 
amongft their mufical eftablifhment, who had a falaty of 161. per 

unum *, 

7 ‘«« But it is not only from the names of mufical inftruments which 

ceafe now to be in ufe, that paflages may receive illuftration, but 

from obfolete.appellations of fome of our moft common finging- 
itds. 

: “ In the Firft Part of Shakefpeare’s Henry the Fourth, Aé III. 

Szene 3- 

“ Hots pur fays to Lady Percy (whofe name by the way was not 
Catherine, but Elizabeth +.) 

Hosfpur. Come, fing. 

Lady Percy. 1 will not fing. ; 

Hot/pur, Tis the next way to turn tailor, or be robin-red-breaft 
teacher. 

“* Now a goldfinch ftill continues to be called a proud tailor in fome 
parts of England{; which renders this paflage intelligible, that 
otherwife feems to have no meaning whatfoever.” 

Articles IX. and X. treat of the antiquity of horfesfhoes and 
the manner of fhoeing horfes among the ancients. he ‘firk by 
Charles Rogers, Efq; and the laft by Mr. Pegge. ay 
appears to be of opinion that the poetic appellation o jonipes, 
given to horfes, alludes to the found made by their. fhoes, and 
not by their feet alone. He conceives alfo that they weré ori- 
ginally drawn over their hoofs, to which they were artificially 
faftened by fome ligature concealed under the hairs of the foot- 
locks, With this conjecture, he remarks, that the induere of 
Pliny perfeélly well correfponds ; and the facility, of a fhoe’s 


* See the eftablifhment of the houfehold in the firft year of Queen Mary, p- 24. 
B. in a MS. which I had the honour of prefenting to the Society. Lord Bacon alfo 
fyequently: mentions the regal in his rimeats on found, as he docs the cornet, 
which he reprefents as an inftrement Plexion. 

+ See an order, de arreftando Elizabetbam Percy, in the sth year of Henry IV, 
A. D. 1403. Rymer, Vol IV. Part 1. p. 67. Higve ecit. 

# Parucularly Warwickthire, Shake je,.e’s mazive count Je 


being 
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being drawn off by fticking in the mud, is much greater in one 
drawn over the hoof, than in one faftened to it by nails. He 
gives other reafons, fupported by allufions from the clafiics in 
fupport of his opinion. Perhaps it may be fome confirmation 
of this opinion, that the word /hoe appears to have originally 
meant fomething drawn on, as a covering: the Saxon dialed, 
whence it was taken, ufing it even to this day particularly in 
that fenfe: thus the Dutch call a glove, a hand-fhoe, hand- 
fchoen, i. e, a covering to the hand. 

Mr. Pegge is, om the other hand, of opinion, that the fhoeing 
of horfes was not a general practice among the ancients. As to 
the poetical name /onipes, he thinks it a term taken from the 
clatter or found of the feet in running, efpecially upon hard 
ground, whence Virgil fays, in that famous line of the eighth 
4Enead, 

Quadrupedante putrem fonitu quatit amgu/a campum. 
And again in the third Georgic. 
—— Solido graviter fonat ungula cornu. 

He conceives alfo that artificial means were made ufe of to 
harden the hoofs of horfes, to enable them to do without fhoe- 
ing. He obferves, however, in favour of Mr. Roger’s fuppofed 
mode of fhoeing, that the horfes, as well as men, have their feet 
covered with leather among the. Chinefe and other nations of 
the eaft, to this day. Of the praétice of the ancient Britons in 
this refpeé&, he remarks, we know nothing, though we are 
affured they did not want horfes either for their chariots or 
mounting. In all probability, fays he, this cuftom-of thoeing 
was introduced at the conqueft; and from that era has been the 
general, though not wniverfal, praétice of the Englifh, as in 

e from the nature of the foil and of bufinefs, the 
year, it might, without damage to the beafts, be 
Id we fuppofe alfo, that -among the ancients, 
ad to exigence and circumftances in fhoeing, or 
E would be no unreafonable or improbable con- 


ia ~_? 
“ ~ 


“AD and XII, relate to a point of more importance, 
ination of the difpute may pof*>ly prevent the 
fine away more money, than has been already done, in the 
fruitléfs attempt to cultivate vines in England, It has been a 
prevailing notion that this country formerlyproduced wine ; a 
memoir, in fupport of which opinion, is inferted in the firft 
volume of the Archaelogia. Mr. Barrington, in his obfervations 
on the more ancient ftatutes, having controverted the argu- 
ments of the above memoir; Mr. Pegge returns to the charge, 
and endeavours to invalidate the arguments of Mr. Barrington ; 
who hath here again replied, and, we think, fatistaorily deter+ 
mined the point. he 
Ba e if 
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*¢ If I do not mifunderftand Mr. Pegge, fays Mr. Barrington, he 


doth not mean to infift that vineyards were ever very comimon in this 
country ! and therefore there is not really fo much in difpute between 
us as may be at firft imagined. 

‘© Itis not.worth while to contend with him whether a few indi- 
viduals might not perhaps try the experiment, nor what might be the 
fuccefs of it: Mr. Pegge in this is more candid than thofe who have 
maintained the fame opinion before him. 

** The whole of the controverfy will depend upon the fignification 
of the word wizea, as well as its derivatives ; and Carte hath ob- 
ferved, before me, ‘ that moft fuch difputes on points of antiquity 
* arife from the want of a due attention to the diétion of the age in 
* which an ancient writer lived, and from the indeterminate and 
* general expreflions of the compilers of our old chronicles*.’ 

** As the whole however which I have ventured to advance on this 
head depends upon grapes fcarcely ripening ever in England at pre- 
fent without the affiitance of a wall (where they likewife moft com- 
monly fail) it is neceflary that this fact mutt be previoufly fettled 
between us ; efpecially as Mr. Pegge, in the Archzologia, mentions 
inftances of vineyards which have fucceeded in more modern times. 

“* Opulent and whimfical men may have undoubtedly made trials 
of this fort, and have been willing to deceive themfelves for a certain 
time, by mixing brandy, fugar, and other ingredients, to make their 
wine tolerably palatable. The ground however being totally thrown 
away on which fuch vineyards are planted, and the cultivation being 
an expenfive one, in a few years 
* laughing Ceres reaflumes the land +.’ Pops. 

“* This, I can moft boldly prophecy, will be the fate of every 
Englifh vineyard; or in any other part of Europe, in the fame 
northern latitude as even the moft fouthern parts of Great Britain f. 

Article XIII, On the boundary flone of Croyland Abbey. By 
Governor Pownal, M. P. F.R.S8. _ _ 

This curious: monument is faid to have rema 
hundred and twenty years in the fame ftate and, 
record of its being fo placed, continuing and: € 
fame time. Dr. Stukely has given a fhort accouf 
the tranflators of Camben were miftaken in thé 
the infcription, Governor Pownall has here gively’ 
it, as its beft interpreter. 












* Vol. II. p. 241. 

+, Thus Thomas Earl of Arundel attempted to introduce a vineyard at Albury, 
as did the Honourable Charles Howard at Deepden. See Camden in Sarrey. 
pe } Liebaut begins his qth chapter of his Maifon Rufligue in the tollowing 

anner ; 

‘ In fuch countries as the vine cannot bear fruit on account of the cold diflempera- 
© ture of the air ;’ and he then inftances Bretagne, Normandy, Mans, Chartrain, 
and Tovraine. Surflet’s Tranflation of Liebaut, printed in 1616, folio. 

Lord Bacon alfo obferves, that the grapes in France will not ripen but very near 
the ground; and that in England they require a fowth wall, Cent. V.’ Exper, 
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Article XIV. Remarks on Belatucader. Bysthe Rev. Mr. Pegge- 
— This ingenious antiquarian had, it feems, afferted that Bela- 
tucadrus, a deity either of the Romanifed Britons, or of the 
Romans refident in Britain, was the fame with Mars, being 
efteemed a local name of this deity. This affertion has been 
fince controverted by Bithop Lyttleton ; who concurring with 
the late Profeflor Ward, reckons him to have been a local deity, 
but with a reference to Apollo, who was worfhipped by the 
druids, In favour of this opinion are Sammes, Selden, Hearne, 
Montfaucon and the Authors of the Univerfal Hiftory. Not- 
withftanding the weight of this authority, Mr. Pegge fees no 
reafon to depart from his affertion; which he, therefore, endea- 
vours with frefh arguments to maintain. ‘That Belatucardus was 
a local deity, peculiar in this ifland to the Brigantes, he readily 
admits; but then he afferts him to be equivalent to Mars, and 
to have been invefted with the fame powers as that God, and 
not to have had the leaft concern with Apoilo, or any relation 
to him, as the Bithop and Profeffor Ward contend. 

Article XV. On the Deae Matres. By Mr. Gough. 

Among the unknown gods v:'.'ch feem to have been introduced 
at Rome, or worthipped in its provinces, and occur in infcrip- 
tions in the later periods of the Roman empire, the Deae Matres 
have given no little trouble to antiquaries. Mr. Gough has here 
brought together the opinions of the moft celebrated antiquaries 
concerning them ; from whence he infers that thefe goddeffes, 
mother-gods or god-mothers, were local deities, protectrefles of 
certain towns and villages among the Gauls and Germans ; 
whence paffed, as objects of devotion, over to Britzin. 

Article XVI. Odfervations in a Tour through South Wales, 
Shr opfha By Owen Salufbury Brereton, Efq. 

‘ reton faw in his tour may be likewife feen by 
ho chufes to take the fame journey ; except 
able hall, at the ancient manfion of the Ga- 
oldeft families in England ; at each corner, in 
h fide, and in the centre of which were im- 

k ees, hewed nearly fquare, and without branches, fet 

heads on large ftones, laid about a foot deep in the 


' Wreathing their old fantaftic roots on high, 

to form acompleat arched roof. Of this curious piece of an- 
tiquity, however, the ancient family of the Gatacres, it feems, 
fet fo little ftore, that Mr. Brereton tells us it is entirely pulled 
down fince he faw it. 

Article XVII, Obfervations on fome Roman altars, found in 
Auguft, 1771, near Graham's Dyke. By Mr. Gough. 

Graham’s dyke is at Auchindavie in Scotland, and thefe 


altars were found by the workmen employed to cut the new 
B3 canal 
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canal of communication. between the Forth and Clyde. A gold 
coin of Trajan’s was found at the fame time. The infcriptions 
are curious ; which are given with the figures of the altars on 
a plate. 

Article XVIII. Memoir concerning the Sac Friars, or Fratres de 
peenitentia Fefu Chrifti, as fettled here in England. By Mr. 
Pegge. 

Article XIX. ’Anrsilguivwv “Aydv.—A memoir on cock fighting ; 
wherein the antiquity of it, as @ paftime, is examined and flated s 
fome errors of the moderns concerning it are correéted; and the 
retention of it amovz/t chriftians is abfolutely condemned and pro« 
feribed. By Mr. Pegge. 

Of this article, which we fhould be glad to quote entire, we 
nuft be content to give little more than the introduion and 
conclufion. 

‘“* T have often, fays our reverend and humane author, thought it 
moft aftonifhing, that a mode of diverfion fo cruel and inhuman as 
that of cockfighting, fhould fo generally prevail ; that not only the 
ancients, barbarians, Greeks and Romans, fhould have adopted it, 
but that a practice fo favage and heathenifh fhould be continued by 
Chriftians of all forts, and even purfued in thefe better and more ens 
lightened times. 

«* At Athens, indeed, where, as we think, it firt obtained a 
public eftablihment, there were motives of gratitude, policy, and 
religion, for perpetuating the cuftom, as hereafter will appear; but 
thofe inducements are all foreign to ws: fo that here in England, ‘and 
amongft Chriftians, it ftands upon no other bottom than that of 
the wantonnefs of cruelty, or the abfurdity of retaining and following 
an vofage difzraceful to human nature. 

** The cock and the quail (for quails will fight as readily and 
freely as cocks) are by nature extremely pugnacious 
have fought amongft themfelves ever fince the creatiof 6 
but the fréring of them, as they call it, for the dif@rhi 
tainment of man, or for his inflruCtion, as was fon 
was, as I take it, a Grecian contrivance and inventt 
I undertake to eftablihh this point, it may be proper 
this affair food in the regions of barbarifm. a ae 

“ The ancient Greeks and Romans, as is well known, Were Wont 
to call al] nations in the world, but themfelves, Scrbacians F yet cer- 
tainly, if we confidcr the many inftances of cruelty pr sR fedeaiRon ¢ 
them, there was very little reafon for the dif'in@tion. Human facri- 
fices were common both to them and the barbarians; and with them 
the expofing of infants, the combats of men with wild beaits, and of 
men with men in the gladiatorial feenes, were fpectacles of delight 
and feftivity. It has been thought, indeed, that the matching of 
cocks to fight for diverion was an invention of the barbarous na- 
tious; but it will prove upon enquiry, at leaft if I am not miftaker, 

to be a mode of exhibition and entertainment introduced by thofe 
boaticrs and pretenders to politenefs, the Greeks.” 
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Mr. Pegge proceeds ingenioufly and learnedly on this enquiry ; 
proving, in our Opifion, very fairly his affertion ; in the courfg 
of which proof he ‘introduces two genis (the date of which, 
however, he cannot affign) in Sir William Hamilton’s colleétion, 
ferving to corroborate his other arguments, that the gallina 
monomachia, at leaft, was of Grecian original. 

*¢ Tr thould feem, fays he, from the converfation of Socrates with 
Iphicrates above-mentioned, that, befides the public thews of the 
feftival, the Athenians would often match a pair of cocks one amongtt 
another, as the barber Meidas appears to have fought a main with 
Callias; but perhaps it may be faid, that incident ought to be re- 
ferred to the public fpectacle of the theatre, ‘That, however, cannot 
be pretended in refpeét of what follows, concerning the other 
Greeks *, who had a great efteem for a good fighting breed, and 
there often amufed themfelves, no doubt, with this Reodions fo 
Columella viii. c. 2. {peaking of the people of the ifle of Delos, fays, 
* li quoniam procera corpora, et aximos ad praclia pertinaces require- 
‘ bant, precipue Tanagricum genus et Khodium probabant, nec 
* minus Chalcidicum et Medicum, quod ab imperito vulgo litera 
* mutata Melicum appellatur+.’? The iflanders of Delos, it feems, 
were great lovers of this fport; and Tanagra }, a city of Boeotia, the 
Tile of Rhodes, Chalcis in Euboea, and the country of Media, were 
famous for their generous and magnanimous race of chicken. The 
kingdom of Perfia was probably included in the laft, from whence, 
as we have already feen, this kind of poultry was firit brought to 
Greece ; and if ope may judge of the reft from the fowls of Rhodes 
and Media, the excellency of the broods, at that time, confiited ia 
their weight and largenefs (as the fowls of thofe countries were heavy 
and bulky), and of the nature of what our fportfmen call Shakebags, 
or Turz-pokes. Thus Columella, loco citato, ‘ Rhodii generis aut 
* Medici, propter gravitatem, neque patres nimis falaces, -nec foecun- 
‘ dz matres, &c.’ Pliny alfo agrees with Co umella, reprefenting 
Rhodes and Tanagra as places famous for their breed of ifighting in 
his time; .¢ Jam_ex his quidam ad bella § tantum, et pracli affidua, 
* nafcuntur, quibus etiam patrias nobilitarunt Rhodum ac Lana- 
* grum|j,’ They had a breed of hens at Alexandria in Egypt,’ 
called Mzécoga, which produced the beft fighting cocks q. The 
Greeks moreover had fome method of preparing the birds for battle 
by feeding, as may be collected from the following words of Colu- 
mella; * Nobis noftrum vernaculum (in oppofition co thofe Rhodian 
* and Tanagrian birds) maxime placet; omiffo tamen illo ftudio 
* Graecorum, gui ferociflimum quemgue aliten certaminibus et pugnae 
* pracparabant **,? Callias and Meidas, called above Ofluyslpapes, 

* Perhaps the Pergamenians and Dardanians alfo mentioned above. 

+ See alfo Phin. x. c. 21. 

} Concerning the brecd of whofe cocks, fee Lloyd's Dist. 

§ Datechampius notes here“O}2ay Hefychius vocat peculiari nomine ; but the note 
feems to be mifplaced, and to belong to the words before in fublime caudam guogue 
fakatam erigens; for the words of Hefychius are, Crpay 4 72 arsdlogag Epa. 

|| Pliny X. 21. : 

@ Geoponic, lib. xiv. c. 7 

* Columella, lc. See alfo Pollux VII. 30. Menag. ad Laert. I. 3. Muf- 
grave, Get. Brit. p. 78. 
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we may fuppofe were rerfons of fuperior {kill this way. I interpret 
the preparation of feeding, rather than trimming the birds, becaufe, 
in the two gems above-mentioned, they apparently fight full 


feathered. 

- © Tt thould feenfthen, that at firft Cock-fighting was partly a 
religious, and partly a political inftitution at Athens ; and was there 
continued for the purpofe of improving the feeds of valour in the 
minds of their youth ; but was aftewards abufed and perverted, both 
here, and in other parts of Greece, to a common pattime and 
amufement, without any moral, political, or religious intention ; 
and as it is now followed and practifed amongft us. 

‘“* We will now enquire how matters were conduéted at Rome; 
where, as the Romans were prone to imitate the Greeks, we may 
expec to find them following their example in this mode of diverfion, 
and in the worft way, to wit, without any good or laudable motives ; 
fince, when they took it and brought it to Rome, the Greeks had 
forgotten every thing that was commendable in it, and had already 
perverted it toa low and unmeaning fport. Signior Haym thinks 
the Romans borrowed the paftime from Dardanus in Afia*; but 
there is little reafon for making them go fo far for it, when it was 
fo generally followed in Greece, whofe cuftoms the Romans were 
addicted to borrow and imitate. However, I am perfuaded, they 


- adopted not this diverfion very early ; for though Varro, fpeaking of 


the Tanagrian cocks, fays, ‘ fine dubio funt pulchri, et ad certan- 
¢ dum inter fe maxime idonei +;’ it does not follow from thence, 
that the Romans caufed them to fight for their diverfion, but only 
that the Greeks did ; and methinks it appears from Columella, that 
the Romans did not ufe the fport in his time. This author declares, 
* nobis noftram vernaculum (genus) maxime placet, omiffo tamen illo 
* fiudio Graetorum, qui ferociflimum quemque alitem certaminibus 
* et pugnae praeparabant;’ where he plainly ftiles cock-fighting @ 
Grecian diverfion. He moreover {peaks of cocking in terms of igno- 


* miny, as an expenfive amufement, unbecoming the frugal houfe- 


holder, and as often attended with the ruin of the parties that 
followed it: The words are remarkable ; * nos enim cenfemus infti- 
* tutere vectigal induftri patrisfamilias, non rixofarum avium 
* laniftae, cujus plerumque totum patrimonium pignus aleae, victor 
* gallinaceus pyétes abftulit +.’ Where he deleribes, as we think, 
the manner, not of the Romans, but of the Greeks, who had in 
his time converted the diverfion of cock-fighting into a fpecies of 
gaming, and even to the total ruin of their families, as happens but 
too often amongtt us at this day. 

** To be hort; it appears to me, that the Romans were more 
concerned with quails ‘in the way of fighting, than with cocks. 
Hence Marcus Aurelius I. Sect. 6. fays, ‘I learn from Diognetus, 
* ne rebus inanibus ftudjum impenderem, ... . ne coturnices ad pug 
* nam alerem, neve rebus ifliufmodi animum adjicerem.’ So Eufta- 

* Haym. Teforo Bret. P+ 233. 
+ De Re Roi. LIL. 9. ” 


t Columella, lc. ad 


te 
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thius quoted by Kuhnius on Aelian, after fpeaking of the ‘Arsxizv-- 
éow» "Aydy at Athens, proceeds thus, ‘ fimile et Romanis factitatum 
< per coturnicum commiffiones, praecone indicante certamen his verbis, 
‘ PVLLI PVGNANT, et ita fpectatores evocante.? Kuhnius, 
after coturnicum, adds et gallorum, and cites Mufonius in Stobaeus, 
p- 367 *; where cocks are indeed joined with quails; but Mufonius, 
we are of opinion, is not {peaking of the Romans, or their practices, 
but rather of the Greeks ; wherefore I cannot approve of this learned 
man’s infertion. The ancients by the way, had other methods of 
diverting themfelves with quails, befides their fighting, which they 
called ’Ogluyoxowia. One of thefe modes, as I apprehend, was thus: 
they placed the quails in a circle, and with fome inftrument were to 
hit one of them on the head ; and, if they could do that, they were 
to have the privilege of catching as many of the remaining and 
farviving birds as they could; but if they miffed their blow, they 
were to furnifh a ring of quails for the next main+. Others de- 
{cribe other modes {; which however I fhall not infitt on, but hall 
content myfelf with obferving, that the ‘“Ofuyoxoria, of whatever 
kind it was, was a diverfion meerly Grecian. It mult be acknow- 
ledged that, notwithftanding all this about quails, the Romans at 
latt paired cocks, as well as quails, for fighting. For the firft caufe 
of contention between the two brothers, Bailianus and Geta, fons of 
the Emperor Septimius Severus, happened, according to Herodian, 
in their youth, about the fighting of their quails and cocks; ¢ in- 
¢ terque fe fratres diffidebant, puerili primim certamine, edendis 
f coternicum pugnis, gallinaceorumque conflictibus, ag puerorum 
f colluétationibus exorta diftordia§. Whence it appears, that at 
laft the Romans began to match cocks, though not ull the decline 
af the empire; and, if the battling between the two princes, Baff- 
anus and Geta, was the firit initance of it, probably they had feen 
and learned it in Greece, whither they had often accompanied the 
Emperor their father. 

It ig obfervable, from the foregoing detail, that cocks and quails, 
pitted for the purpofe of engaging one another 4 outrance or to the 
lat gafp, for diverfion, are frequently compared, and with much 
propriety, to gladiators. Hence Pliny’s expreflion, Gallorum.... 
cen Gladiatorum; and that of Columella, rixofarum avium laniftae, 
fanifia being the proper term for the mafter of the gladiators, Con- 
fequently one would expect, that whenever the bloody fcenes of the 
amphitheatre were difcarded, as they foon were after the chriftian 
religion became the eftablifhment of the empire, the wanton thedding 
of man’s blood in fport, being of too cruel and favage a nature to be 
patronized and encouraged, or even fuffered in an inftitution fo 
harmlefs and innocent as the chriftian was: one might juttly exped, 
that the "Ofluycuavia, and the “Adrslgvoparie, would have ceated: of 


* Stohaeus, p, 202, edit. 1569. 

+ Suidas. v. ’Ofluyoxémres. Gataker ad Antonin. I. feét. 6. Kufterus ad Snidam et 
ad Ariftoph. Aves, verf. 1299. Potterus ad Plutarch. de Aud. Poet. p. 72. 

} Meurfius,de Lud, Graec, in Gronov. Thef, Tom, VII. p. 979. Jul, Polluz, ix. 7, 
et annotat, ° 


§ Herodian. ITI. fe&. 33, 
courfe. 
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courfe. The fathers of the church are continually inveighing againft 
the {pectacles of the erena, and upbraiding their .adverfaries with 
them. Thefe indeed were more unnatural and fhocking than a main 
of cocks; but this, however, had a tendency towards nourifhing 
the like ferocity and implacability in the brealts and difpofitions 
of men. 

‘¢ Befides, this mode of diverfion has been in faé&t the bane and 
deftryction of thoufands here, as well as of thofe /anifae avium, cocke 
freders, mentioned by Columella, whofe patrimonial fortunes were 
entirely diffipated and confumed by it. 

«© The cock is not only a mott ufeful animal, but ftately in his 
figure, and magnificent in his plumage. Jmperitant fuo generi, fays 
Pliny, et regnum, in quacunque tunt domo, exerceat. Ariftophanes 
compares him to the King of Perfia; authors alfo take notice of the 
* jpectatifimum infigne, ferratum, quod eorum verticem regiae coronae 
modo exornat *.’ His tendernefs towards his brood is fuch, that, 
contrary to the cuflom of many other males, he will feratch and 
provide for them with an affiduity almoft equal to that of the hen ; 
and his generofity is fo great, that, on finding an hoard of meat; he 
will chuckle the hens together, and, without touching one bit him- 
felt, will rélinguith the whole of it to them, He was called the bird 
zat igoxir, by many of the ancients +; he was highly efteemed in 
fome countries t, and in others was even held facred §; infomuch 

that cne cannot but regret, that a creature fo ufeful and noble fhould, 
by a firange fatality, be fo enormoufly abufed by us. It is true, the 
Arslevoderia, if I may be allowed to coin a word, or the mafiacre of 
Shrove-Tueiday, is now in a declining way ; and, in a few years, it 
is to be hoped, will be totally difufed; but the cock-pit flill continues 
a reproach to the humanity of Englifhmen, and to their religion, the 
pureft, the tendereit, and moit compaffionate of all others, not even 
excepting the Brachmanic. ' 

‘¢ Jt is unknown to me when the pitched battle firft entered Eng-. 
land; but it was probably brought hither by the Romans. The bird 
was here before Caefar’s arrival ||; but no notice of his fighting has 
occurred to me earlier than the time of William Fitz-Stephen, who 
wrote the life of Archbifhop Becket fome time im the reign of King 
Henry Il. Wilhtam_ defcribes the cocking as a {port of fcholeboys ** 
on Shrove-Tuciday, ‘ Fraeterea quot-annis die quae dicitar Carnile- 
‘varia tt, (ut a puerorum Lundoniae ludis incipiamus, omnes 
“enim pueri fuimus) {fcholarum finguli preri fuos apportant magif- 
* tro fuo gallos gallinacecs pugnaces, et totum illud antemeridianum 
* datur ludo pucrorum vacantium fpectare in fcholis faorum pugnas 
* gallorum jj.’ The theawe, it feems, was the fchool, and the 


# Joni: Glo™ v. Hen. See Prov. xxx. 31, inthe Volgate. 

t Ecclef. xii. 4, Menag. ad Laert. II. feét. 50. Bourdclot ad Heliodor, p. 28+ 

t aempfer's Japan, p. 128. 

§ Hamilton's Voyage, p. 158, 159. 

fi B.G. V. fed. x. 

** Ir was a boy’s {port at Rome. Sée above. 

++ Shrove-Tuefday. The word does not occur in Soelman or Du Frefne; howe 
ever fee the latter, v. Carnelec omer + 





and the former, v. Carne/» iviuas, 
44 ¢ ’ : - 
++ Fuz-Stephen, p, 7. edit. 1754, 


maifter 
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mafter was the comptroller and direétor of the fport. From this 
time at leaft, the diverfion, however abfurd, and even impious, was 
continued amongft us; it was followed, though difapproved and 
prohibited 39 Edward II*; alfo in the reign or Henry VITI + ; 
and A. D. 1569 i. It has been by fome, as | remember, 1. led a 
royal diverfion; and as every one knows, the cockpit at Whitehall 
was erected by a crowned head §, for the more magnificent celebra- 
tion of it. There was another pit in Drury-lane, and another in 
Jewin-ftreet ||. It was prohibited however by one of Oliver’s acts, 
March 31, 1654 **. What aggravates the reproach and the dif- 
grace upon us Englifhmen, is thofe fpecies of fighting which are 
called the battle-royal, and the Welfh-mair, known no where in the 
world, as I think, but here; neither in China ++, nor in Perfia tt, 
nor in Malacca §§, nor amongit the favage tribes of America {)|\, 
Thefe are fcenes fo bloody, as almoft to be too fhocking to relate ; 
and yet, as many may not be acquainted with the horrible nature of 
them, it may be proper, for the excitement of our averfion and de- 
teftation, to defcribe them in few words. In the former an unli- 
gmited number of fowls are pitted ; and when they have flaughtered 
one. another for the diverfion, dii boni! of the otherwife gencrous 
and humane Englifhman, the fingle furviving bird is to be efteemed 
the victor, and carries away the prize. ‘The Welth-main confifts, we 
will fuppofe, of fixteen pair of cocks ; of thefe the fixteen conquerors 
are pitted a fecond time; the eight conquerors of thefe are pitted a 
third time ; the four conquerors the fourth time ; and laflly, the two 
conquerors of thefe are pitted a fifth time ; fo that, incredible bar- 
barity! thirty-one cocks are fure to be moft inhumanly murdered 
for the fport and pleafure, the noife and nonfenfe, nay, I may fay, the 
profane curfing and fwearing, of thofe who have the effrontery to 
call themfelves, with all thefe bloody doings, and with ail this im- 
piety about them, Chrifians. It is a great doubt with me, whether 
the fons of men were indulged the ufe of animal food before the 
flood *** ; our graht, or charier, in refpect of futtenance, feems at 
that period to have been enlarged. However, of this we may be 
confident, that, without running into all the extravagance and fuper- 
ftition of the Pythagoreans and Bramins, we have no right, no powcr 
or authority, to abufe and torment any of God’s creatures, or need- 
Jefsly to fport with their lives; but, on the contrary, ought to ufe 


* Maitland’s Hiftory of London, p, tox. Stowe’s Survey of London, B. I; 
Ps 302, edit. 174 f 

+ Maitland, p. 1343, 933- 

+ Maitland, p. 260. 

§ King Henry VIII. Maitland, p. 1343. James I. was remarkably fond of 
cock-fighting, and Monf. de la Boderie, who was ambaliedor from Heory IV to 
this King. fays, that he conftantly amufed himieli with it twice aweek, See his 
Letiers, vol. I. p. 56. 

|| Maitland, p. 452, 762. Wood's Athen. Oxon, II. col. 413. 

#* Hiftoria Hiftrionica. 

tt Bell’s Travels, p. 303. 

Tf} Tavernier, p. 151. 

_ Dampicr, II. p. 184. Gent. Mag. 1770, p. 564. 

tll Wafer, p. 118. 
€4#*® Compare Gen. i. 25. with Gen. ix. 2, 3, 4. 
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them with all poffible tendernefs, moderation, and reverence; 2 
doétrine indifputably true, though {fo totally inconfiitent with the 
outrageous practices we have here been condemning. 

“« To end this long eflay; cock-fighting is an heathenifh mode of 
diverfion from the firft; and at this day ought certainly to be con- 
fined to thofe barbarous nations above-menrioned, the Chinefe, Per- 
fians Malayans, and the ftill nore favage Americans; whofe irra- 
tional and fanguinary practices ought in no cafe to be objects of 
jmitation to polite and more civilized Europeans. _ And yet, to 
aggravate the matter, and to enhance our fhame, our butchers have 
contrived a method, unknown to the ancients *, of arming the heels 
of the birds with fteel +; a device, which, no doubt, they regard 
as a moft noble’improvement in the art; and 1 mutt needs fay, 
: is an invention highly worthy of men that take fo much delight in 

lood. : 
Whittington, April §, 177% SAMUEL PEGGE,” 
[To be continued. } 





ART. II. An Effay on the Original Genius and Writing of Ho 
mer: with a comparative View of the ancient and prefent State 
of the Troade. Illuftrated with Engravings. By the late Robert 
Wood, Efq. 4to. 16s. Elmfly. 

The very mafterly turn for claffical obfervation and manly 


ftile of criticifm, which fo eminently diftinguifhed the remarks 
on the ruins of Balbec and Palmyra, will naturally excite the 
curiofity of every reader of learning and tafte to perufe the 
eflay before us. Nor will that curiofity be otherwife difap- 
pointed than by finding fo moderate a quantity of matter 
fwelled, by pompous letter-prefs, into. the fize of fo large a 
volume. Its quality will make them fincerely regret the 
death of the ingenious author ;, which appears to have prevented 
his extending his obfervations farther on thefe curious topics. 
It is, indeed, very generally fuppofed, that this fubje& has been 
fo repeatedly confidered, as to afford very little room for farther 


* The Afiatics however ufe fpurs that aét on each fide like a lancet, and which 
almoft immediately decide the battle. Hence they are never permittsd by the mo- 
dern cock-fighters. 

+ Pliny mentions the fpor, and calls it refum ; but the Gaffe is a mere modern in- 
vention ; as likewife is the great, and, I fuppofe, neceflary, exaétnefs in matching 
them. A curious inftrument contracted for this laft purpofe is deferibed by Dr. 
Plott, in his Nat. Hift. of Staffordthire, p. 387. Thence, however, Cock-fpur- 
fireet, | prefume, may have its name. 

} The engravings contained in this work are, rft, a head of Homer, from the 
colleftion of Lyde Brewne, Efq; drawn by Cipriani, and engraved by Bafire. 
2. A half-frontifpiece of antient feulptere in relief, drawn at Ephetus by Mr. lars, 
and engraved by Bartolozzi. 3. A mapof Troy. 4. A ruined bridge, engraved 
by Major. 5. A view of an ancient bridge near Bombaichi. 6, A view of an- 
cient ruins near Troy, upon the A gean fea, drawn by Borray and engraved by Le 
Bas. 7. A tail-piece, ancient feulpture in relief, draws at Ephefes by Pars, and en- 
gaved by B artolozzi. ty 
*.% Uluftrat on, 
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illuftration. Mr. Wood, however, appears to have been of a 
different opinion, 

‘¢ I mutt confefs, fays he, Iam a little furprifed, there fhould 
ftill be fo large a field open for obfervation, of this kind; and, 
particularly, that thofe who have affected to difcover fo perfect a 
{vftem of morals and politics in Homer, fhould have bettowed fo little 
confideration upon the character of the the times for which this in- 
ftruction was calculated. For, though the Poet’s age, and that of 
his great critic, have never been properly diftinguifhed by any 
author, I have yet met with, I will venture to fay, that they differed 
as much, with regard to their reigning virtues and vices, their ftate 
of police and degree of civilization, their modes and taftes, in thort, 
the great bufinefs and leading pleafures of life, as we do in thefe 
refpeéts, from our Gothic anceftors in the days ef Chivalry and 
Romance. 

<¢ I believe the truth is, that Homer’s deep political and ethic 
plan has been carried much farther than he intended : his great 
merit, as an inftructor of mankind, feems to be that of having tranf- 
mitted to us a faithful tranfcript, or (which is, perhaps, more ufeful) 
a correct abftraét of human nature, impartially exhibited under the 
circumftances, which belonged to his period of fociety, as far as his 
experience and obfervation went. Nor fhould we think lefs refpect- 
fully of the important moral leffons which may be collected from the 
Iliad, and ftill more from the Odyfley: for elegant imitation has 
firange powers of interefting us in certain views of Nature. Thefe 
we confider but tranfiently, till the Poet, or Painter, awake our at- 
tention, and fend us back to life with a new curiofity, which we owe 
entirely to the copies which eb lay before us. In a judicious col- 
le€tion of thofe pleafing and inftructive fketches of manners, where 
the artift is happy in his choice, the arrangement, and the truth of 
his characters have this advantage over real life, that they are fuf. 
ceptible of a more deliberate examination and clofe comparifon, than 
the fleeting and difperfed originals will admit. 

Of the prefent effay, our author proceeds to fpeak with that 
becoming modefty, which will make the reader alfo regret, with 
him, the deceafe of his affociates and fellow-travellers, who 
might otherwife have contributed both to its enlargement and 
improvement. 

“* Should the fate of the experiment, I am now making, fays 
Mr. Wood, convince me of a common error, of which I have too 
much reafon to be apprehenfive, viz. that of miftaking a fondnefs of 
my fubjeét for a knowledge of it, I again promife to ttand corretted, 
and to {pare at leaft the Public, if not myfelf, any further trouble on 
this head; hoping that my partiality to thofe romantic fcenes of 
heroic action will meet with fome indulgence, efpecially from thofe, 
who can imagine, and therefore, I hope, excufe, that {pecies of 
enthufiafm, which belongs to fuch a journey, performed in fuch 
prenae + where Homer being my guide, and Bouverie and Dawkins 
my fellow travellers, the beauties of the firft of Poets were enjoyed ' 
in the company of the beft of friends. However wild and vnreafon.’ 
able thefe feelings m:y appear to judgments of a more fober caft, 
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J mutt ftill confefs a return of their influence, whenever I indulge 
in a grateful review of thofe happy days, which we pafled together, 
examining the Iliad on the Scamandrian plain, and tracing Ulyffes, 
Menelaus, and Telemachus, through the various fcenes of their 
adventures, with the Odyfley in our hands. 

«« Had I been fo fortunate as to have enjoyed their affiftance, in 
arranging and preparing for the public, the fubftance of our many 
friendly converfations on this fubject, I fhould be lefs anxious about 
the fate of the following work. ‘But whatever my fuccefs may be in 
an attempt to contribute to the amufement of a vacant hour, I am 
happy to think, that though I fhould fail to anfwer the expectations 
of public curiofity, I am fure to fatisty the demands of private friend- 
fhip ; and that, acting as the only furvivor and truftee for the literary 
concerns of my late fellow-travellers, I am, to the belt of my judg- 
ment, carrying into execution the purpofe of men, for whofe me- 
mory_I fhail ever retain the greateft veneration. And though I may 
do injuitice to the boneft feelings, which urge me to this pious tafk, 
by mixing an air of compliment in an act of duty, yet I muf not 
difown a private, perhaps an idle confolation, which, if it be vanity 
to indulge, it would be ingratitude to fupprefs, viz. that as long as 
my imperfect defcriptions fhall preferve from oblivion the prefent 
fiate of the Troade, and the remains of Balbeck and Palmyra, fo 
long will it be known that Dawkins and Bouverie were my friends.’” 

After paying this merited tribute to the memory of his ref- 
pectable affociates, our Author proceeds to give a fketch of the 
order and diftribution of his fubje&. We hall give this in his 
own words, 

«¢ I fhall begin by offering a few conjectures with regard to 
Homer’s Country. In the next place I fhall take into pair, seat baa 
his Travels. Thefe I fhall chiefly deduce from his Navigation and 
Geography ; the firft will lead to fome obfervations on his Winds, as 
the fecond will introduce a review of that part of Mr. Pope’s Tranifla- 
ticn, which relates to this matter: and each of thefe articles will give 
me an opportunity of vindicating Homer from fome unmerited impu- 
tations of inaccuracy. I fhall alfo enter into an examination of his 
Religion, Mythology, Manners, and Cuftoms ; and having con- 
fidered him as an Hittorian and Chronologer, fhall take a view of his 
Language and Learning: and fhall conclude with his pretenfions as 
a Philofopher ; confining myfelf however, in what I fhall offer under 
thefe different heads, to what is connected with my fubjet, and may 
ferve to throw light upon his Original Genius.” 

With regard to the firlt divifion, Homer’s Country, a fubje& fo 
much difputed, Mr, Wood embraces the moft received opinion, 
that he was an Afiatic, probably an Ionian or Aolian, and per- 
haps of Chios or Smyrna. For adopting this opinion Mr, 
Wood gives feveral rezfons of, claffical authority, common. to 
ethers, among which he introduces an ingenious one, more pe- 
culiar to himéfelf; and which, whether convincing, or not, wears 
at lealt fome plaufbility. 

‘6In 





. 


Wood on the Original Genius and Writings of Homzr. ts 


*¢ In purfuance, fays he, of the fame method of illuftrating Homer's 
Writings and his Country from each other,$I thal draw fome conjec- 
tures with regard to the piace of his birth, or at leaft of his ed ucation, 
from his fimiles. Here we may expect the mot fatisfactory evidence, 
that an enquiry of this obfcure nature will admit. It is from thefe 
natural and unguarded appeals of original genius, to the obvious and 
familiar occurrences of common life, that we may not only frequently 
colle& the cuftom, manners, and arts of remote antiquity ; but fome- 
times difcover the Condition, and, I think, in the following in- 
flances, the Country of the Poet. 

«« [ fhail begin with that beautiful comparifon * of the waverin 
and irrefolute perplexity of the Greeks, to an agitated fea; and take 
this paflage into confideration the more willingly, as it has given 
occafion to fome fevere itri¢tures on the Poet’s Geography. 

«* Here we not only find a happy allufion, but, if I am not mif- 
taken a beautiful fea piece ; and in order to do juttice to its perfpec- 
tive, we fhould place ourfelves on the fpot, or in the point of view, 
where the Painter made his drawing ; which will only anfwer to fome 
part of the Afiatic coaft, or its iflands. ; 

«* It would be a falfe and affected refinement to fuppofe, that the 
fimile acquires any additional beauty by the difcdvery of a real land- 
fcape in thofe lines. The Poet’s purpofe, which -was to paint the 
ftruggle of wavering indecifion in the people, diftraéted between a 
fenfe of honour and of danger, and alternately refolving to fly or to 
ftay, is, no doubt, completely fatisfied in the general image, which 
he makes ufe of. But though his meaning went no farther, I am 
not lefs of opinion, that, upon this occafion, his imagination fug- 
gefted to him a florm, which he had feen: and having myfelf had 
more than once an opportunity of obferving from the coaft of Ionia 
the truth of this pifture in every circumftance ; I cannot help giving 
it as an inflance of the poet’s conftant original manner of compofi- 
tion, which faithfully (though perhaps in this cafe inadvertently) 
recalls the images, that a particularytriking appearance of Nature 
had ftrongly impreffed upon his, youthful fancy, retaining the fame 
local affociations, which accompanied his firft warm conception of 
them. 

“* But left my teftimony, as‘an eye witnels of the exact correfpon- 
dence of this copy to the origin4l, from which I fuppofe it taken, 
fhould not be fatisfactory ; 1 would propofe a teft of this matter, 
upon which every reader will be enabled to form his owa judgment. 
Suppofe a painter to undertake this fubject trom Homer, he will 


® O03 avec Sv0 wovroy cpiverov sx Oueevree, 
BOPEH® KAI ZE@YPOS, TQ TE OPHKEHOEN AHTON, 
EnGove” eLarivng’ apevdic te ve xen KEAZCY 
KopOusras, mordoy de Tapes ada pexcg Ex tuare 
*Q¢ sduilers Bugeos sve onbecouy Aggcizy. 
As from its cloudy dungeon ifuing forth 
A double tempeft.of the wef and north 
Swells o'er the fea, fiom Thracian’s frozen hore, 
Heaps waves on waves, and bids the /@cean roar 5 
This way and that, the boiling deeps are test ; 
Such vavious paflions urgd the troubled holt. Pore. 
I find 
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find each objet, not only clearly expreffed, though within the com- 
pafs of four hexameters ; but its particular place on the canvafs dif- 
tinétly marked; and the difpofition, as weil as peripective, of the 
whole afcertained, with a precifion of out-line, from which ‘it is 
impoffible to depart. The Thracian mountains muft formsthe back 

round, thence the tempeft is to burft on the AZgean fea, which has 
its proper ftormy colouring ; while the Jonian fhore, covered with 
fea-wreck, by a fucceflion of waves breaking on its beach, will 
make the fore-ground, where the poet views, admires and defcribes 
the whole. ; 

** A curious and attentive obferver of nature is perhaps moft liable 
to retain thofe marks of locality, which it has been my object to trace 
in the poet. An elegant conception of external forms cannot eafily 
diveft itfelf of the precife order and arrangement of objects, with 
which it has at any time connected the idea of beauty ; and this may 
account for that Ionian point of view, to which Homer’s fcenery is 
fo much adapted, fometimes even in violation of thofe rules, which 
critics have fince laid down in regard to unity of place. 

‘* We fhall find this negligence more excufable, if we credit that 
probable tradition of the wandering bard’s chanting his compofitions 
to his countrymen, in the manner practifed at this day in the eaft: a 
tradition which is favoured by. the dramatic caft of the Iliad and 
Odyffey.”’ 

Mr. Wood proceeds to obviate the cenfure, pafied by Eratof- 
thenes on the above paflage; which was the lefs neceflary, as he 
obferves it had been long fince pertinently replied to by Strabo: 
Our author’s arguments on this head are fummed up in the fol- 
lowing conclufion. 

*¢ | think, nothing leads us more direély towards the poet’s home, 
than his general manner of treating countries, in proportion to their 
remotene(s from Ionia, in the ftyle of a traveller, and with that res 
verence and curiofity, which diftance is apt to raife ; while this fpot, 
and (which is more remarkable) even the grand fcene of action of the 
lliad, in its neighbourhood, feem to have been too familiar and 
indifferent for defcription, and are introduced, not upon their own 
account, but from their infeparable conneétion with facts. And yet 
it is very obfervable, that, whenever they appear, it is always under 
that exact and juit reprefentation, which fhews a perfeét knowledge 
of the ground. - 

** Should it be objeéted, that, notwithftanding the diftance of 
Egypt and Pheenicia from Ionia, we do not find the /peciofa miracula 
of the poet in thofe countries, nor are they chofen for fcenes of the 
marvellous; it may be anfwered, that they were too much diftin- 
guifhed, the one by arts, commerce, and navigation, and the othet 
by fertility, population, and fcience, to have admitted any repre- 
fentations, not coinciding, in fome meafure, with thefe notorious 
circumftances. While the unfrequented fouthern coaft of Italy, with 
the ifland of Sicily, and the kingdoms of Alcinous and Ulyfles, 
though not more diftant, were lefs known, and of courfe gave a freer 
feope to the poet’s fancy. 

The 
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_<® The major @ longinguo reverentia is an obfervation too well 
founded in nature to have efcaped Homer. And though I may be 
accufed of refinement, fhould I carry my conjectures on this head fo 
far as to fufpect, that it influenced him in chufing the hero of one of 
his poems from a country very remote from his own; yet I muft 
obferve, that, whether it was a matter of accident or choice, of all 
the Grecian princes, who went to Troy, Ulyfies was the moft dif- 
tant; it certainly was a circumftance, which accommodated the 
Odyfiey particularly to an Ionian meridian. 

*¢ Were I to be guided by the faint lights which hiftory has 
thrown upon this fubject, I fthould fay, that Homer was of Chios 
or Smyrna; and were J, upon the fame information, to take a part 
in that competition, which has fubfifted above two thoufand years 
between thefe places, I fhould declare for the firft: though when I 
collec my evidence merely from the Iliad and Odyfley, I fee nothing 
that can be ferioufly urged on either fide of that queftion. To fay 
the truth, whatever has been offered, as mere conjeéture, to fhew 
that the poet was an Afiatic, cannot, without refinement, be alledged 
as a reafon to determine whether he was an Ionian or an olian, 
and ftill lefs to decide between Chios or Smyrna: if, therefore, I 
am at all prepoffeffed in favour of either place, I am ready to give it 
up for any other part of the Afiatic coaft, from Rhodes to Tenedos, 
which future travellers may, upon more careful examination, find 
moft worthy of that honour *.” 

The next divifion, of our author’s,effay, treats of Homer’s 
travels, particularly of his navigation. This leads him to make 
his obfervations on Homer’s winds ; @n which he remarks that, 
as the mariner’s compafs confifted then of only four points, we 
ought not to expect more than,a genera! idea of the nature and 
qualities of them: fuch lift of winds, however imperfeét, corref- 
ponding with the imperfect ftate of the coafting navigation of 
the times. ¢ 

The next objet, and that the moft fatisfatory evidence, to be 
obtained of Homer’s travels, as his geographical accuracy 51a 
thorough examination of which Mr. Wood had referved for a 
more enlarged plan of the'prefént work, had he lived to com- 
pleat it. Of this we muft now defpair, and make the moft of 
what is here communicated: which is little more than an excul- 
pation of the ancient Greek Homer from the blunders and mif- 
reprefentations of our modern Englifh Homer. In cenfuring 
Mr. Pope, however, as an unfaithful geographer, our author 
does him juftice as a poet. 

‘« That Homer, fays he, fhould efcape fo entire, out of the hands 
of lawyers and grammarians, is a piece of good fortune to letters, 
upon which his friends have great reafon to congratulate themfelves. 
For, confidering how cruelly both his compofitions and the countries 
they defcribe have been tortured by barbarous treatment of various 


* See Homer’s Mythology, page 33, 36, for further illuftration of his country. 
Vot. Il, Cc kinds, 

















$8 Wood on the Original Genius and Writings of Homer. 


kinds, and the changes they have undergone in fo great a length of 
time, his defcriptions correfpond more with prefent appearances, 
than could be reafonably expected. Se: 

‘* Not only the permanent and durable objects of his defcription, 
fuch as his rock, hill, dale, promontory, &c. continue in many in- 
itances to bear unqueftionable teftimony of his correétnefs, and thew, 
by.a flrict propriety of his epithets, how faithfully they were copied ; 
but even his more fading and changeable landfcape, his fhady grove, 
verdant lawn, and flowery mead, his pafture and tillage, with all his 
varieties of corn, wine, and oil, agree furprilingly with the prefent 
face of thofe countries. 

“© So remarkable a refemblance between periods fo diftant from each 
other would induce us to believe, what is not otherwife improbable, 
that agriculture is pretty much in the fame neglected flate, in that 
part of the world, at prefent, as it was in the time of the Poet. I 
doubt much, whether his defcriptions of this kind could have fo weil 
flood the teft of our examination, two thoufand years ago, in thofe 
days of elegance and refinement, when nature was probably decked 
Out in a ftudied drefs, unlike the elegant difhabille in which Homer 
and we found her. 

** But, 1 muft own that great part of the amufement, which we 
enjoyed in Homer and Strabo’s company, on the {pot, arofe as much 
from the inveftigation, as the difcovery of the correfpondence and 
refemblance. Nor can I, for that reafon, promife the fame en- 
tertainment to the Reader, fhould I live to lay before him our further 
obfervations on this head ; yet I hope my labour will not be entirely 
loft, if I can raife the attention of future commentators and tran- 
flators to a matter, which has, I think, been too negligently treated. 
Icannot, perhaps, more effectually poimtoutthe ufe of a more ex- 
tenfive confideration of this fubject, than by fhewing how much a 
neglect of it has been injurious to the Poet’s truth, to which I thall 
at prefent confine myfelf. 

** I chufe to take the inftances, which I thal! produce for this 
purpofe, from Mr. Pope’s elegant tranilation, rather than from others 
of lefs merit: .becaufe I think they muft have more weight, when 
collected from that quarter, to which the Iliad and Odyfley have the 
greateft obligations : for though Madam Dacier comes nearett to the 
poet’s meaning, I believe it will be acknowledged, that of all the 
languages we know, in which Homer has hitherto appeared, it is in 
Englith alone that he continues to be a poet. 

** While, upon this occafion, I fhall take that liberty with Mr. 
Pope, which a free enquiry demands, I fhall not forget how much is 
due to fo great an ornament of our country; nor am I infenfible of 
the great merit of his very pcetical tranflation. I could with pleafure 
enlarge upon his improvements of the original, were the beauties of 
that work as much connected with my fubjeé, as the ungrateful tafk 
of finding fault, in which I happen to be engaged: but, as the {cope 
of this effay is to vindicate the truth and confiftence of Homer’s 
defeription, the tranflation comes properly before us only fo far, as 
it contradicts that character. 

** Now 
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* Now, though it muft be acknowledged, that Mr. Pope is the 

only tranflator, who has, in a certain degree, kept alive that divine 
{pirit of. the Poet, which has alinoft expired in other hands; yet I 
cannot help thinking, that thofe, who with to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted, either with the manners and charaters of Homer’s age, or 
the landfcape and geography of his country, will be difappointed, 
if they expect to find them in this tranflation.. Had Mr. Pope pre- 
ferved the firft; viz. the manners and charaéters, Homer would 
have continued to {peak Greek to moil of his Englith readers. For, 
though the difguife of feveral paffages in a modern drefs may fome- 
times proceed from his not being very converfant with ancient life 
and manners; yet he often purpofely accommodates his author to the 
ideas of thofe, for whom he tranflates; fubttiruting beauties of his 
own (as fimilar as he can bring them to tlie original) in the room of 
thofe which he defpaired of making intelligible. 
_ * But as a truly poetical tranflation could not be effected, even by 
Mr. Pope, without his ‘ venturing to open the profpeét a little, by 
‘ the addition of, a few epithets; or fhort hints of defcription ;’ fo 
* the moft valuable piece df geography left us, concerning the ftate 
* of Greece in that early period,’ has of courfe fuffered by fuch li- 
berties *; and, when every defcriptive epithet in Homer fhould have 
been religioufly preferved, Mr. Pope’s alterations have produced a 
new map of his own, and deprived us of that merit of the original 
which he called upon us to admire.” 

Of Mr. Pope’s poetical mifreprefentations Mr. Wood gives 
feveral ftriking inftances; for which he affe&s to apologize, by 
imputing them partly to the reftraint of thime, and partly to 
other caufes. 

«¢ Much of this is, no doubt, owing to that unhappy reftraint of 
Englith rhime; which fo unworthily engrofles his thoughts, that he 
hot only frequently lofes fight of his au but is fometimes even 
diverted from a juft fenfe of his beauti nd betrayed into an un- 
faithful tranflation, of what he perfeétly Well underftood. Of this 
diftracted attention we find 4 ridiculous effect in that paffage of the 
Tliad, which expreffes Heétor’s eagernefs to retrieve the honout of 
his brother Patis; who had propofed to decide the war by fingle com- 
bat with Menelaus. The fpirit of the original is as juftly conceived 
in Mr. Pope's note, as it is unhappily mifreprefented in his tranfla- 
tion ; and borli together produce the following contradiftory medley ; 
* Heétor ftays not to feply to his brother; but rans away with the 
challenge immediately, with fteps majeftically flow.’ 

‘* When thefe difcordant pictures of the fame objeé& are thus 
clofely confronted, the falling off is fo ftriking, that we mult, in 
candour, fuppofe it the work of different hands haftily revifed. 

‘* It is impoffible to account, in any other way, for fome of the 
inaccuracies of the map of Troy prefixed to the Englith tranfla- 
tion. Socapital an error as that of difcharging the Scamander into 
the 4gean fea, inftead of the Hellefpont, is a tlriking fpecimen of 
the carlefs and fuperficial manner in which this matter has been 


* See Pope’s obfervations om the catalogue, 
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treated. Yet this miftake, material as it is, does not feem to mif. 
Jead the tranflator in other refpeéts: for he is as inconfiftent with his 
own incorre&t map, as both he and his map are with the real fitua- 
tion of the ground ; and, by not having afcertained any invariable 
and fixed idea of the fcene of aétion, either true or falfe, he has led 
his author into a labyrinth of contradiction, out of which no ima- 
ginable difpofition of the fcene can extricate him. 

*¢ Thus, when he fuppofes that the Greeks had not paffed the 
river before the beginning of the fixth book, it is a neceflary con- 
fequence of fuch a fuppofition, that they were, till then, at fome 
miles diftance from Troy. But this is inconfiftent with that beautiful 
digreflion of the third book, where Priam and Helen fee the Grecian 
leaders fo diftinétly from the walls of that city, as to diftinguifh the 
perfons and figures of the leaders from the walls of Troy. 

*¢ In fhort, this map would not deferve the few lines, which wé 
beftow upon it, were it not for the refpeétable name of Pope, who, 
no doubt, trufted this inferior part of his work to unfkilful or neg- 
ligenthands. I was at a lofs to account for fo much obvious inaccu- 
racy, collected into fo fmall a compafs, till I difcovered, befides the 
mittakes of the draughtfman, a certain method and regularity of 
error, which could belong to the Engraver alone, who, by a piece 
of negligence, not lefs unpardonable in the artift than fatal to geo- 
graphy and Homer, has given a map, which reverfes the drawing 
from which it was engraved, and of courfe changes the refpective 
fituation of all the parts, from right to left, and from left to right ; 
fo that the Sigeum ftands where the Khceteum fhould be,.and the 
Scamander runs on that fide of Troy which belongs to the Simois. 

*¢ How fo material an overfight fhould have remained hitherto 
unnoticed, or how Mr. Pope could contrive to explain his own 
reverfed map *, is not to our prefent purpofe. To fay more on this 
head, is needlefs ; to id thus much, on the only chart which 
has hitherto attempted witrate the principal fcene of the action 
of the Iliad, was unavoidable. 

** It has been already obferved, that while places diftant from 
Tonia are marked more diftinétly, as objeéts of curiofity, the fame 
attention has not been paid to thofe in the poet’s neighbourhood. 
Though we find him thoroughly acquainted with the fcenery round 
Troy, thefe objects are introduced lefs upon their own account, than 
as circum{lances connected with the aétion. This I take to be a 
principal reafon, why the correétnefs of his map of the ‘Troade, 
opening thus gradually with the ftory, has hitherto efcaped particular 
obfervation ; and has been taken for granted, upon flight examina- 
tion. It is fearce to’ be expected, that a tranflator of Mr. Pope’s 
tafte could, in the midft of the poetical beauties of the Iliad, fub< 
mit to a dull patient attention to its mere topographical accuracy }.” 


¥* See Pope’s letters with regard to this map. 

+ Mr. Pope was affiited in this part of his work by Mr. Broom, who fupplicl# 
moft of the notes colleéted from former expofitors of Homer, to which he added 
fome obfervations of hisown, Myr. Pope adopted the whole, and under his daily 
revifal every theet was correéted. If Mr. Broom really went through the volumin- 
©us commentaries of Euftathius, as is hinted in the introduétion to the notes, he 
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That Mr. Pope, however, did fubmit to the attempt of paying 
attention to topographical accuracy, appears from his letters, 
to which Mr. Wood refers us. ‘Thus, in a letter to Edward 
Blount, Efq; we find the following paffage: 

«* | find ftill more reafon to complain of the negligence of the 
geographers in their maps of Old Greece, fince I looked upon. 
two or three more noted names in the public libraries here 
(i. e. at Oxford). But with all the care I am capable of, I have 
fome caufe to fear the engraver will prejudice me in a few fitua- 
tions. I have been forced to write to him in fo high a ftyle, 
that, were my epiftles intercepted, it would raife no fmall ad- 
miration in an ordinary man. There is fearce an order in it 
of lefs importance, than to remove fuch and fuch mountains, 
alter the courfe of fuch and fuch rivers, place a large city on 
fuch a coaft, and raze another in another country. I have fet 
bounds to the fea, and faid to the land, thus far thalt thou ade 
vance and no farther.” 

Extraordinary as the circumftance, af fo grofs an errour, 
efcaping after fo much attention, may appear to fuch as have 
never had occafion to employ this clafs of artifts, it will not 
feem firange to others; at leaft not more fo than that Mr. 
Wood’s own map of Troy is defective in point of accuracy, 
from the inattention of the engravers. The conftant practice 
pf geographers in placing the North paint of the compafs upper- 
moit, requires that the letters of the names, of the feveral 
places, engraved on the map, fhould ftand upright when it is 
placed in that fituation. This indeed.is fometimes neglected in 
charts and plans of fmall extent; le, indicating North 
and Seuth being engraved on fome pa the plate. But even 
in this cafe (which in maps of a large diftrict is not very allow- 
able) the letters of the names fhould ftand all upright in fome 


muft have done it very fuperficially ; and has added very little to what had been fa 
judicioully done by Madam Dacier, at the fame time not acknowledging how much 
he was indebted to that very learnedlady. As to Euftaihius, not to repeat what has 
been fo often faid in favour of that treafure of Greek learning, from which almoft 
every later illuftration of Homer has been gleaned, I fhail only obferve my difap- 
pointment in finding fo little in him for my particular purpofe. Though a bithop, 
and one who is faid to have written in defence of the church, he makes no ufe of 
the fcriptures in his commentaries. I take it for granted, that he did not under- 
itand Latin, or at leaf that he had not read Virgil ; as he makes no ufe of him. 
Though an inhabitant of Greece, he traits for Homer’s geography to Strabo, with- 
out any additional obfervations of his own in refpeét to places in his very neigh- 
bourhood, Nor do I find that he vifited Troy, though he lived fo near it : nor does 
he remark the changes, or agreement between cither the language or manners of 
Homer, and thofe of his own age, which we thould naturally expe& from one fo 
well qualified and fituated for forming a judgment of both. When I add to all this, 
that his Commentaries, in my ovinion, contain the dulleft and moft infipid, as well 
as the moft ingenious and judiciovs remarks on Homer, I cannot help fufpetting, 
that he was rather the compiler than the author of thofe criticifms ; and that his 
principal merit is that of having preferved from oblivion fome curious obfervations of 
writers, whofe works have perilhed fince his time, 
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one pofition of the plate. This, however, is not the cafe in the 
map before us ; fome of the letters ftanding upright in the di- 
rection of all points of the compafs ; fo that it appears to have 
neither top, bottom nor fides *. : 

To return to a more dignified fubje&t, Mr. Wood takes leave 
i of Mr. Pope, as follows: 

‘i “« [ fhall not trouble the reader farther on this head, it being my 
objeét, not to condemn the tranflation, but to juftify the original ; 
where we do not difcover, even in the boldeft flights of fancy, that 
i carclefs contradiction of circumftances, which hiftory, poetry, and 
r romance equally difclaim. 

‘* But in vain do we attempt to fupport Homer’s character as 4 
geographer, unlefs we can refcue him from fome fevere imputations 
of inaccuracy on this head, which have gained too much credit by 
remxining fo long unanfwered. ‘The accufation of this fort, which 
feems to have made the greateft impreflion, relates to the diftance 
he places the ifle of Pharos from Egypt. It is incumbent on me to 
attempt the poet’s vindication againtt a charge, which has fo materi- 
ally affe€ted his geographical reputation, that he has, in this in- 
ftance, been abandoned even by fome of his béit friends.” 

Our Author proceeds, to the juftification of Homer, in the 
next divifion of his work, with tolerable fuccefs; clofing the 
arguments, he deduces from writers, with one from his own 
experience. 

‘** Upon the whole of this reafoning, it muft appear doubtful, 
whether any part of Lower Egypt exifted in the poet’s times which 
Seems to have been the opinion of + Ariftotle: but, fuppofing the 
fouth angle of Delta to have been then formed, its diftance from 
Phares would make ab leagues, which may be called a day’s 
fail t, agreeably to the eral proportion, which Homer obferves 
between time and diftance4n his navigation. 

** Having fo far endeavoured to vindicate the poet, as to the 
length of this voyage, it may not be improper, while this fubject 
issbefore us, to fay fomething of its difficulty and danger, which 
Menelaus mentions with much dread and anxiety. As fome account 
of the navigation of this coaft will furnifh the beft ¢omment on this 
q part of the poet’s defcription, I fhalJ lay before the reader a narrative 
if of what fell within my own obfervation, relatively to this matter. 
it ** T failed, in the morning of the fifth of February, one thoufand 








a * There is another errour attending the placing this map in the volume ; but this 
' poil bly 1s typographical ; the direétion to the binder being to place it, as in the 
4 Vvolame before us, at page 207 5 whereas it thould be placed at page 307, or where 

nif the above obfervations on the defeéts of Mr. Pope's are iatroduced ; which, coming 

4 earlier in the volume, would be the moft proper. 

| t Ac ftor. Metaph. 1. 1. c. 4. 

ths + See Strabo, lL 1. p. 61, and in Abulfeda, Almegri,. Alfo Coftard, p. 8. an 


hundred Arabian miles. 
wy See Herodotus, 1. 4. c. 86. 

The Curlus wayyserog, 1200 fladia. Ariftidis Oratio ZEgyptiaca. Theophilus im 
Piolemy. Geog. 1. 1. ¢. 9. makes it 1¢¢0 ftadia. 






Herodotus alludes to the vw Piysegev ; and fuppofes a fhip to fail eighty miles by day, 
end icyenty by night. See Weffcling’s notes upon Herodotus, lg. ¢, 86, 
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feven hundred and forty three, in a French fhip, from Latichea in 
Syria, for Damiata in Egypt. We loft fight of mount Libanus, the 
lughett land on the Syrian coaft, that evening, and had a fair view 
of Cyprus next morning. We got into foundings on the coatft of 
Egypt towards the evening on the third day, and found a flimy 
bottom, at fome diftance from the Bogas. This is the name by 
which the Arabs call the mouth of the river, where there is a bar or 
ridge of fand, which changes its form and fize, and fhifts its pofi- 
tion according to the wind. 

** Here the fea began to bedifcoloured with the water of the Nile, 
and, in another league, as I looked from the round-top of the main- 
matt, the frefh water appeared like an immenfe muddy pond, as dif- 
tinct in colour from the fea as the Soane is from the Rhone imme- 
diately after the junction of thofe rivers below Lyons. And it ex- 
tended circglarly near three leagues outwards from the mouth of the 
Nile. The river was, at this feafon, within its banks; ;buc I was 
told, that the femicircle of frefh water is much more extended, when 
the Nile overflows Egypt, and that its mixture with the fea is dif- 
coverable fifteen or even twenty leagues from fhore, I fthould think 
that this account was exaggerated by feamea. ‘The firft objects, that 
we faw towards the fhore, were the fhips at anchor in the road of 
Damiata. We next got fight of the tops of fome palm trees; and 
foon after of fome buildings. Laft of all we difcovered the low fiat 
land of Egypt. 

** Such are the prefent appearances; and fuch, in general, are 
thofe, which may be collected from Herodotus. His remarks on the 
face of this country feem to entitle him to more credit, than he has 
net with, when he {peaks from his own knowledge, and as an eye- 
witnefs, 

«« There being no port on the coaft of the Delta, thips bound for 
Rofetta or Damiata anchor in an opep road, till their’ bufinefs is 
done ; expofed to much danger, whedlithe wind blows hard upon 
that harbourlefs fhore. ‘They are therefore ready to flip their cables, 
and run to fea for fecurity, upon the firlt appearance of foul weather. 

‘© We had fcarce let go our anchor, in company with a Ragufean 
bound to the fame port, when it began to thunder and lighten ; and 
the wind, fuddenly fhifting to the north-weit, blew hard. Night 
approaching, our prefling object was to get off the coaft, upon 
which there is no harbour from Alexandxia. to Mount Carmel. 
After three days very blowing weather, we made Cyprus, and got 
into Limiffo, where we were detained three weeks by contrary 
winds. We failed again for Egypt the thirtieth, and in two days 
arrived upon the coaft of the Delta. 

‘© After the fame fucceflion of appearances fimilar to thofe already 
defcribed, we got to our anchoring ground, before the Bogas, in 
doubtful weather. Here a germe (which is a very ftrong-built 
boat of this country, entirely calculated to refift the Bogas), tempted 
by a reward which caftom has eftablifhed for the firit boat, that 
ventures over upon fuch occafions, foon boarded us. By this.time, 
things wore fo gloomy an afpect, that our captain was preparing 
in all hatte, to run to tea, ‘To fhare his fate, orto rik the Bogas, 
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was a point, that called for intmediate decifion: for neither the 
germe, or our veffel, could ttay a moment. I chofe the latter. 

« 1t is not eafy to imagine any thing more awful than the ap- 
proach to this Bogas in ftormy weather. ‘The breakers, -which 
hk were heard and feen at fome diftance, had now the appearance of a 

fucceffion of cafcades, which we were to pafs through for half a mile. 
If the moft ftriking and expreffing refemblance of a picture to that 








ai appearance in nature, which it attempts to reprefent, is a fufficient 
h proof of the painter’s having feen the original, we might conclude, 
ui from three * lines in the Iliad, that Homer had been in Egypt, and 
i paffed this Bogas. One of our boatmen got up to the maft-head; 
} and as his voice could not be heard, he direéted our courfe by repeat- 


2) ing fignals, which he received from a boat within the Bogas, 
‘ ftationed there to pilot germes, in blowing weather, through the 
breakers on the bar, We ftruck thrice before we got into fmooth 
water ; and had the mortification to pafs the wreck of our unfortu- 
; nate Ragufean fellow traveller, who had not been able to get off the 
coaft, and perifhed with his crew upon this bar. 

“© There is a proverbial expreflion ufed by the Arab failors, and 
adopted by the Franks, who frequent thofe feas, that ‘he, who 
* fears not the Bogas, fears not the Devil.’ Indeed the prefent hate 
of this coaft feems to juttify the extreme reluStance, which Menelaus 
exprefles at undertaking this voyage a fecond time; efpecially if we 
confider the greater diftance he had to run, in his own fhips, with- 
out boats calculated for the Bogas, or feamen experienced in that 
Navigation. We may add, that the coaft of Egypt, which now pro- 
jets fo far, formed a deep bay in his time, which muft have added 
to the danger, as it was more difficult then for a fhip to difengage 
itfelf from the land. 

“* I flatter myfelf, that this account of the antient and prefent ftate. 
of the coaft of Egypt may justify Homer’s account of the length and 
danger of Meneiaus’s voyage; and vindicate hini from the charge of 
ignorance on this head, under which he has fo long laboured.” 

* Mr. Wood proceeds next to remark on Homer’s religion and 
mythology ; but, having extended the article at prefent to a 
confiderable length, we muit beg leave to defer the conclufion of 
it to our next Review, 
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ART. Ill, Hints ta Gentlemen of landed Property. By Nathaniek 
Kent, of Fulbam. 8vo. 6s. Dodiley. 
Moft of the publications upon hufbandry, which the prefs 
hath lately teemed with, feem, fays Mr. Kent, to be read morg 
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defpairing of ever being able to produce any thing like them. To thofe, who admire 
the art of makiug the found an echoto the fenfe, they certainly offer beauties, which 
are beyond ali tranflation. 
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for amufement than profit; very few, if any, of the fchemes 
recommended, having been carried into general practice ; which 
fhews that agriculture is very little attended to, as a {cience. 
We do not call in queftion the writer’s fuperior know ledge of the 
fubje& ; but we imagined it had been otherwife, and that the 
many valuable publications which have, of late years, appeared 
on the fubje&, joined to the laudable premiums, given by the 
refpectable focieties for the promotion of agriculture, had raifed 
it to the dignity of a practical feience. We are of opinion, with 
him, an intelligent farmer will gather that from practice and 
obfervation, which he cannot acquire from books and ftudy. 
But to admit he will always gather more, is to fuppofe that the 
refult of fuch praétice and obfervation is not to be communi- 
cated by books ; a fuppofition that involves in it the futility of 
the beft books on. the fybjeé, with even that of our author 
himfelf: for it cannot be pretended that the limited experience 
of any individual, however intelligent, is greater than the united 
experience of numbers, With refped to our author, indeed, 
he tells us that he has borrowed nothing from books, nor built 
at all upon hearfay authority, in the compofition of the treatife 
before us; which contains fimply fuch remarks as have arifen in 
the courfe of a three years refidence and obfervation in the 
* Auftrian Netherlands, and an extenfive practice fince in the 
fuperintendance and care of feveral large eftates jn different 

parts of England, This circumftance is doubtlefs a recommen- 
dation to a tra& on fo practical a fcience. How far the tra& 
itfelf will anfwer that recommendation, we fhall leave to the 
intelligent practitioner; taking upon oyrfclyes only to give a 
fhort abftrac&t of the fubjeGts immediately treated. 

After a fhort introduction, recommending the ufe of obfer- 
yation rather than fpeculation in matters of rural economy, Mr, 
Kent prefents us with a chapter entitled, ‘‘ Incitement to the 
ftudy of agriculture.” As this is fhort and pertinent, we shall 
quote it entire, 

‘* A competent knowledge of agriculture is the moft ufeful fcience 
a gentleman can obtain; it is the nobleit amufement the mind can 
employ itfelf in, and tends, at the fame time, to the increafe of 
private property, and public benefit, Nor is this fludy, fo neceffary 
and ferviceable to mankind, attended with much difficulty, or la- 
bour ; but is even entertaining in the acquifition: for its chief in- 
{tructions are to be found in the pleafapt and open fie ‘Ids, and not in 
the confined library, To gentleinen whole property is realized in 
land, this is one of the moft import: ant objects they have before them. 
Indeed to them it becomes a duty, which ihey owe not only to 
sheaiiarees, but to the community, as it behove 7 every man to make 
the mott of his property, by every laudable means ; and as the public 
is likewife interefted in the produce of the earth, which the. land- 
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holder has greatly in his power to increafe or diminifh, by good o¢ 
bad management. 

<< When gentlemen turn their thoughts into this channel, they will 
never want employment; and may be aflured of fitting down from 
their labour with the moft comfortable reflections ; knowing that 
their own’ private fortunes are flourifhing at the fame time that the 
mechanic and labourer receive advantage from their exertions. 

«< But it has been very common to men of fortune, to aim at 
increafing their property by purchafes, which have at beft paid them 
only three per cent. while they have neglected the moft obvious im- 
provements upon old branches of their eftate, which would have 
paid them at leait four times as much. Inftead of running into this 
error, it would be better to confider what particular advantages their 
eftates derive from nature and fituation, and whether thofe advan- 
tages are made the moft of ? whether the beft modes of art are em- 
ployed in cultivating them ? and whether induitry accompanies the 
whole? If there be any defect, the remedy is eafy, and the appli- 
cation is all that will be wanting.” 

Our author proceeds next to the ‘* Application of foil to its 
right ufe:” His directions on which head are alfo concife and 
pertinent. The fubje& of draining, a very important one in the 
improvement of lands, he treats more at large; illuftrating his 
verbal precepts by proper fketches on copper-plates, and an- 
nexing calculations of the expence. He next takes into confi- 
deration the nature and culture of grafles; which he diftin- 
guifes into natural and artiriciat. The fubjetts of the fuc- 
ceeding fections are, ‘* The different methods of improving 
meadow and pafture land.—The advantages of a fuitable ftock 
of cattle—Manures— Maxims relative to ploughed land—Im- 
provements and their expences.” ‘This fection, containing ge- 
neral remarks for the ufe of landholders may be cited here 
with propriety. 

‘*¢ The beft advice which can be given to a man of fortune is, to 
perfuade him to carry on all improvements, which are out of the 
common way, at his own expence. There are but few tenants ca- 
pable of finking any confiderable fum of money, even when the 
profpe&t of a return is ever fo promifing; they can much better 
afford, to pay an increafe of rent, equal to ten per cent. for fuch 
money as the landlord may lay out upon judicious improvements, 
than they can, to fink a lefs adequate fum in ready money. But the 
gentleman’s purfe, and the farmer’s labour, will do great things, 
when the contract between them is fo contrived as to yield them mutual 
benefit. A vaft deal of land might be more than doubled in value by 
draining ; but the improvement, though obvious to every obferver, is 
generally negleCicd, either becaufe the tenant’s term in the premifes is 
not long enough, to reimburfe him the expence, orelfe for want of ready 
money to difcharge it. ‘The landlord, in this cafe, is much to blame; 
for, let the caufe be which it will, he may apply the proper remedy. If 
he choofe to lengthen the term, the tenant will generally do the work ; 
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but if he does not choofe to grant a farther term, he thould at leaf 
pay the expence of the improvement, take proper intereft for his 
money, during the remainder of the exifting demife, and then he 
would have the benefit of its reverfionary value, after its expiration, 
If money be wanting to the landlord, as well as the tenant, it may be 
worth while to fell a part of his eftate, to improve the reft. Next ta 
draining, claying, marling, and chalking deferve liberal encourage- 
ment; and where a tenant has fpirit to fet his hand to thefe capital 
objects, leafes of twenty-one years at leaft, fhould never be with- 
held; for, where they are, the owner of the eftate is guilty of a 
prefent injury to the public, and a-future one to his own potterity, 
Eftates, undoubtedly, ought to be let for their fair value. The bad 
effects are equal, whether they be under-let, or over-let; in the one 
cafe, the tenant is frequently negligent, in the other, he is difcou- 
raged ; but, when the true value of an eftate is known, and a good 
tenant offers, it is unreafonable to expect him to rifk his property, 
without putting him upon a footing of fome certainty. And there- 
fore land-owners who refufe leafes, in fuch cafes as this, merely 
becaufe they will keep their tenants-ia a ftate of fubmiffion, and 
dependence, are inexcufable in fuch conduct ; becaufe they prefer a 
fimple gratification to their real interefl, and to the more enlarged 
notions of contributing, all they can, to the advantage and profpe- 
rity of their country. Even in the fingle bufinefs of colle&ting dif- 
ferent forts of manure together, it cannot be expected, that a tenant 
at will fhould look forward, beyond the immediate crop which he is 
preparing to put into the ground. 

** There is an infinite field for improvement, in numberlefs other 
points, which almoft every large eftate admits of; and of which 
every owner may avail himfelf, by a {pirited application of a little 
ready money. The mode is certainly practicable, and promifing in 
its effeét ; and thofe who adopt it, will find their adyantage in it.” 

The following cbfervations on the improvement of wafte- 
land are of public concern, and claim the attention of every 
reader. 

*¢ Thofe who have made obfervations upon the wealth of this 
country, have confidered our extenfive forefts, chafes, and commons, 
as one of the greateft refources remaining to us ; and have lamented, 
that fuch noble traéts of land fhould be {uffered to lie in a negleéted, 
unprofitable ftate, while lands of a worfe quality are cultivated, in 
many unhealthy parts of America. The forefts, and chafes alone, 
would be a treafure, under proper regulations ; they are naturally 
the fineft fpots, the beft nurferies this country affords for the produce 
of timber; and if judicioufly planted, and well protected, would 
hereafter furnith almoft a fufficient quantity for all the purpofes of 
the navy; but at prefent, there are fo many different interefts fubfift- 
ing upon them, that in point of real value, they are little more than 
blanks inthe kingdom. ‘Time, it is to be hoped, may correct this 
defeé&t, and render them of advantage to fociety. 

«¢ Many other wafte lands are at the difpofal of individuals, and 
thofe I fhall principally confider ; but it will not be amifs to — 
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firit, the objections, which are often made againft inclofures of 
this fort. 

«« Ic is obferved by the advocates for commons, that they are of 
great ufe to the poor. That a greater number of people are fupported, 
by means of them, than would be without them; and that a vat 
number of young cattle are likewife bred upon them. Thefe obfer- 
vations are generally made by well-meaning people; and there is 
fomething very humane, and fpecious in their conclufion. But on 
examination, it will appear, that cottagers who live at the fides of 
commons, generally negle&t the advantage they have before them, 
There is not, perhaps, one out of fix, upon an average, that keeps 
even a cow; and, being generally tenants, and feldom owners, they 
rent thefe miferable habitations proportionably high, on account of 
their fituation. It is the owner, therefore, and not the occupier of 
thefe cottages, who, in fact, gets what advantage there is to be 
had. The cottagers themfelves are not, in any fhape, more com- 
fortable-than thofe wha live in parifhes, where there are no commons 3 
becaufe if there he any advantage to be derived from their fituation, 
they do not enjoy it without paying for it. But I am inclined to 
believe, that the precarious profits of a common fometimes difappoint 
them ; and that conftant, regular labour is a better fupport ; at leaft it 
would be, provided gentlemen of fortune would take the laborious 
poor more under their protection ; for which ] fhall venture, in an 
other place, to fuggett a plan. 

«¢ As to the advantage which population is faid to receive, it bears 
no proportion, to what it would do, if thefe commons were culti- 
vated, and difpofed into proper allotments. It may be afferted, that, 
within thirty miles of the capita/, there is not lefs than 200,000 acres 
of watte land. Thefe lands, in a proper ftate of cultivation, allow- 
ing fifty acres to a family, one with another, would find employment 
for, at leatt, four thoufand families. It never can be faid, with 
truth, that thefe waftes fuppori, in themfelves, without other help, 
half that number of people in their prefent ftate. Befides, thefe 
lands, when cultivated, would not only fupport the people employed 
upon them, but would be exceedingly ufeful in the fupport of 
others, who follow different employments, 

‘«* The argument made ufe of, relative to the advantage of raifing 
young ftock, has much lefs foundation to fland upon, Every one 
knows, that all commons are wholly neglected. ‘No draining, or 
any improvement upon them, is ever undertaken; fo that the pro- 
duce is very trifling, compared to what might be expected from the 
fame foil, if it were properly managed. There being fed at all 
feafons, is another difadyantage which commons lie under; and as 
neither furface-water, or fprings, are ever led off, they frequently 
occafion the rot, and other diftempers in cattle; and often deftroy as 
yaany as they fupport, 

*¢ Many parithes poffefs a sight cf common upon a thoufand 
acres; which, if cultivated, would be worth from soo/. to 1000). 
a year. In thefe, the poor-rates are, generally, higher, than where 
there is no common at al!. To account for this, it is replied, that 
there is a greater number of inhabitants, than there is in a parith, 
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of equal fize, where there is no common. Very true; there may 
be more inhabitants, in proportion to the cultivated parts of the 
land, in the one parifh, than in the other; but if the parith which 
has the common, were all cultivated, as well as the other, the poor 
would find fuller employment; and as the proportion of profitable 
land would be greater, the rates, of courfe, would be eafed ; for ad- 
mitting that there would be as much paid as before, there would be 
a greater quantity of land to furnifh the fupply; and, in this point 
of view, landed property would ve better enabled to fupport irs 
poor, where commons are inclofed, than where thofe commons 
remain unimproved. 

«© It may be fuppofed, that two-thirds of all the commons in 
England will admit of improvement. Many parts, by judicious 
draining, would make good pafture-land, and dairy tarms, which 
would be very ufeful, and profitable, and are every-where wanted. 
Other parts, which now produce furze; would bear good corn, Even 
a great deal of heath-ground would produce turnips, light grain, 
and artificial graffes; efpecially where clay, marl, or chalk can be 
obtained. In Norfolk vaft tracts of this land have been improved, 
to the mutual advantage of landlord, and tenant, and to the great 
benefit of the country.” 

For the ufe of gentlemen, who may have objeéts of this kind 
in contemplation, Mr. Kent adds particular hints with eftimates 
of the expence attending their profecution. The culture of 
turnips, cole or rapefeed, and of hops comes next in eonfide- 
ration; to which follow obfervations relative to buildings and 
repairs. On the deficiency of timber, its moft ufeful forts, its 
management, and the different methods of planting. 

Mr. Kent proceeds next to confider the advantages refulting 
from fall farms, ‘pointing out the fize of fuch as he conceives 
to be moft profitable. On this much difputed fubje& our author, 
having hinted at the inconveniences of too large, and the ad- 
vantages of {mall, farms, he obferves that a due medium ought 
neverthelefs to be obferved in the reduction of the former. 

‘¢ Having faid thus much of large and imall farms, I fhall venture 
to defcribe the fizes, which I think would be moft conducive to public 
and private benefit. And in doing this, I with to avoid an extreme; 
for though a reduétion be effentially neceflary, it ought not to be 
made upon too low a fcale ;_becaufe [ am convinced, that the nature 
of our foil will not admit of that axiverfal plan, of farms fo low as 
twenty and thirty acres, which fubfifts in Flanders. For though it 
be our intereft to imitate them, I with not to copy them exaély. It 
is undoubtedly proper, and beneficial to a country, that farms fhould 
vary in their-fize, as much as poflible; but, in my opinion, which I 
deliver with deference, the higheft ought not to eaceed a hundred 
and fixty pounds a year, But though there fhould be fome of thefe, 
to promote emulation, to reward particularly induftrious men, and 
to employ a middling capital ;. yet their number fhould be inconfi- 
derable, in proportion to the number of fimaller ones, As I have 
meéntioned an hundred and fixty pounds as the yearly value of the 
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pounds ; and that from thirty to fourfcore, the number ought to be 
much greater than of the largeft fort ; to enable induttrious fervants, 
who have faved their wages, or whofe good conduct entitles them to 
credit, to eftablith themfelves, ofterier than they do, in bufinefs ; and 
likewife to afford fettlements, for the children of greater farmers to 
begin the world with. Farms, varied in their fize, between thefe 
Jines, would have an excellent effect, as they would play into each 
other’s hands, more than they now do; for they would have, almoft 
every one, fomewhat of a different object in view. Many of the 
fmalleft farms would breed cattle to more advantage, than they could 
fat them ; and others would fat them with more convenience, than 
they could breed them. 

“< Upon an eftate of one thoufand pounds a year, I with to fee 
fomething like the following proportion: one farm of 160/. one of 
120/. one of 100/. two of Sol.. two of 60). two of sol. three of 40/: 
and four of 30/. each. ‘This would be fixteen farms, upon a thoufand. 
pounds a year, and would be a profitable divifion to an owner, and 
tothe public. But, inftead of this, the generality of large eftates 
do not fupport above a third part of thefe‘families. And I will 
venture to affert, that the poor rates will be much higher in the 
Jatter than in the former mode of allotment; becaufe a great many 
families, which would get a decent livelihood upon the farms of. 3oli 
40l. and 5o0/. a year, come to the parifh, as I have before obferved, 
when they are deprived of this method of fupporting themfelves. 

‘* If large eftates were divided, in a manner fomewhat fimilar to 
the preceding plan, it would be a means of crufhing another real grie- 
vance which at prefent fubfifts, viz. the exorbitant price put upor 
land, by the owners of fmall eftates. A great farmer often lets a 
fmall bargain, which he has picked up, in the fame parifh where 
he rents a large eftate liimfelf, at the proportion of one third moré 
than what he gives his own landlord. If thefe little places were in 
greater plenty, and let by gentlemen of fortune at only fifteen, of 
twenty per cent. more than their large farms, the more inconfiderable 
owners of eftates would not be able to obtain their prefent exorbitant 
terms ; but, while thofe places are fo few in nuinber, people who 
are in abfolute want of them, muft give whatever is afked for them, 
and the rent is often fo high, that induftry itfelf cannot get a liveli- 
hood upon them.” 

As applicable to this fubject, our author annexes fome judi- 
cious remarks on the benefit of church and college tenures to 
population and fociety: obferving, that 

‘* Eftates held under eccletiaftical lords, collegiate and corporate 
bodies, are at this time one of the greateft fupports this country has 
for its population. Notwithftanding little farms are engrofled, and 
cottages demolifhed upon other eftates, theirs, from the nature of 
the tenure, ftill remain nearly the fame ; and continue to yield thetr 
propertion of that advantage, which this country formerly derived 
from {maller farms than now fbbfiit.” 
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The next fection treats of the great importance of cottages ; 
the building of which he warmly recommends, as well for rea- 
{ons of public as private emolument. This part of our author’s 
traét is elucidated by plans and elevations, with proper eftimates 
of the expence, of a variety of different cottages ; the beft con- 
trived, in the writer’s opinion, to anfwer the propofed end. 

The laft fection contains “ Reflections on the diftrefs of the 
poor, and the increafe of the rates for their affiftance.”” On this 
fubje@, after enumerating the various evils that are univerfally 
felt, he concludes as follows. 

* It will doubtlefs be afked, how thall we obviate all thefe evils, 
and where is the remedy for them? To thefe queitions every one has 
a different anfwer, according to the difference of his ideas. My 
anfwer is, let gentlemen of fortune take upon them the fuperinten- 
dance, and regulation, of country bufinefs more than they do, Let 
them act as guardians to the poor, by confidering their eftates 
as in good or bad condition, only in proportion to the comfortable or 
miferable condition of the labourers who cultivate them. Let them 
reduce the fize of their farms, in order to increafe the fmaller articles 
of provifions, and to throw them into more channels. Let them in- 
creafe the price of labour, in proportion to the rife upon land, and 
the price of provifions. By fuch encouragement, the indultrious 
poor will find a comfortable fupport. I fay the induftrious ; becaule 
1 do not know any fcheme, or any law that can alter the difpofition, 
and force people to be induftrious, whether they will orno. And 
from hence, I conceive, it has, in part, happened, that much wifer 
heads than mine have been puzzled how to make any effectual 
amendment to our poor-laws. The late Earl of Hardwicke, and 
Sir Richard Lloyd, it is well known, had this point long under con- 
fideration ; and the refult was, that with all their large experience, 
and confefied abilities, they were obliged to leave the matter juft as 
they found it. The loud cries of the poor have now afreth excited 
the attention of the legiflature. Houfes of induftry, as they are 
called, feem now to be the favourite obje&t; and they have lately 
been recommended with the fpirit of ingenuity, and humanity, that 
will ever do honour to the able author of ¢ Obfervations on the Poor- 
Laws, &c*.’ I with fuccefs to every fcheme that tends to f{pread 
general happinefé ; and if houfes of induftry fhould be adopted by 
Parliament, may no untoward accident prevent the good defign of 
the projeétors! May the diligence and zeal of future overfeers ever 
keep an even pace ; and a good intention not fail, as it has fometimes 
done, with the novelty of it! In the mean while, as fuch a capital 
change muit be a work of time, let it be endeavoured, to make the 
poor, as comfortable as may be, in their own parifhes. From the 
general demolition that has happened, other houfes will be wanting 
for their accommodation, befides houfes of induftry ; and the poor 
are not lefs attached to domeftic endearments than the rich, Let 
amine or any other plan be adopted for this purpofe, It matters not 
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who is the projeftor, provided the induftrious mian receive due ens 
couragement to continue his labour. But I am perfaaded that every 
gentleman will find his account, in purfuing the humane and jutt 
meafures I have ventured to recommend. His eltate; by being fo 
materially eafed in the article of the poor’s tax, will not pay him a 
farthing iefs than it does at prefent; and he will be honoured, and 
diftinguifhed in his neighbourhood, by the nobleft appellation, fupe- 
rior to all titles, that of being the poor man’s friends 








































ART. IV. The Pilerim: or, a Pifure of Life. In a Series of 
Letters, written mofily from London, by a Chinefe Philofopher, to 
his Friend at Quang-Tong: Containing Remarks upon the Laws, 
Cu/toms, and Manners of the Englifh and other Nations, Illuftrated 
by a Variety of curious and interefting Anecdotes, and Charaéters 
drawn from real Life. By the Editor of Chryfal. 2 volss 
azmo. 5s. Cadell, 

Oviquid agunt Homines, Votum, Timor, Ira, Voluptas, 
Gaudia, Difcurfus, noftri eft Farrago Libelli, Juv. 
he Editor of Chryfal, who here fubfcribes his name, to a 
fhort dedication, Charies Johnfton, hath given us, in the pre 
fent work, another proof of his talents for delineating in Carica- 
ture the ftriking outlines of popular characters and public vicess 
it muft be owned that his piftures bear a refemblance ; they ex- 
hibit life ; but then it is an ugly likenefs of life ; that neither 
gives one a good opinion of the original nor of the painter. We 
are the lefs pleafed with this artift, alfo, becaufe he is fo little 
improved by practice in his pencilling. His ftrokes are ftrong 
and fometimes mafterly, but he has no delicacy of touch, his 
colours feem to be laid on like mortar, with a trowel. In the 
prefent performance, indeed, he has put his plaiftering brufh 
into the hands of a Chinefe *; who handles it the more auk- 
wardly, as he paints neither in the mode wf his own country 
nor in that of ours, To do him no injuftice, however, we fhalb 
give, as by no means the worft of the groupe, his pretended 
Chinefe pilgrim’s fketch of the Englifh nation, with the outlines 
of the Jews traced on the back ground. 
LETTER XVIII. 

«* Tt was a remark of the fage Fait-fong, that nature, to prevent 
confufion in the infinite variety of her works, has not only diftinguifhed 
every fpecies, but alfo every individual of that fpecies fromeach other, 
beth in the vegetable and animal worlds ; infomuch, that there are not 
two leaves upon a tree which have not a mark of difference between 
them ; nor any two among the numberlefs fons of men, who cannot 


* To this artifice, if ovr limner was not excited by the practice of fome former 
literary defigners, he was probably induced by that of a certain portrait-painter. 5 
who, beng little taken novice of in his profeffion, took it in his head externally to 
turn Lurk; when the novelty of his appearance ina robe and turban foon. recome 
mended him to the public and raifed him to confequence as an artift, 
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Be as certainly known from each other, as from.any other animals of 
the creation. 

‘¢ May we not venture to extend this remark {till farther, and fay, 
that the inhabitants of the great divifions of the world are alfo diftin- 
guithed by a peculiar fhade of colour, or turn of feature, as generical 
marks by which their aboriginal countries may be known. 

«* Without entering into an examination of the duty of keeping up 
thefe marks, which is made fo effential a part of the religion of fome 
countries, asit can be the only reafon for their never marrying out of 
their own tribes, I fhall only fay, that, frem the firll moment the 
thought ftruck me, I have taken particular pleafure in developing thie 
diftinction ; in which I think I have arrived at fiich a degree of accu- 
racy, that, from a view of the face, I can not only difcover the coun : 
try, but, what is much more difficult, the feveral countries, from 
which a man derives his defcent, according to the various intermixe 
tures of his progenitors. 

‘* For this purpofe 1 frequently go to the public-bourfé of this com- 
mercial city, where I am fure of meeting with natives of every country 
under heaven; and, while all around me are employed in over-reach- 
ing each other, I read their refpective countries, and often their very 
thoughts in their looks; as every country has a way of thinking, or 
bent of mind, in fome particular peculiar to itfelf; fo that, from the 
prevailing feature of the face, I can, without inuch danger of miftakey 
difcover the difpofition of the heart. 

‘* But if fome countries endeavour to preferve thefe diftinétions, 
there are others, who feem to be at no lefs pains to éfface them. 

** What was the aboriginal fhade of complexion, or turn of feature 
of the natives of this ifland, I have not, onthe moft attentive obferva- 
tion, been able to difcover; never having feen one fimply Englith 
face among them, indeed I may fay, one face, in which [ could not 
trace the feveral colours and features of almoft every country on thé 
globe, fo ntanifold have the intermixtutes of their progenitors been 5 
and this has enabled me to account for fome tracts in their national 
character, which have hitherto baffled tlie fagacity of the curious. 

** From the combination of fo many peculiarities of fentiment, 
proceeds that undefinable turn of thought called Sumour, for which 
this people are more remarkable than thole of any othercountry. For 
what, but oddity itfelf, is poflible to be expetted from the phlegm of 
Germany, the vivacity of Francé, the pride of Spain, the finefle of 
Italy, the cunning of Scotland, the blunders of Ifeland, Sc. &c. all 
jumbled together in one heterogéneous compound. 

** From a like combination of features proceeds alfo their being the 
moft beautitul of the human race, as we were obliged to acknowledge, 
when cuftom had worn off the difguit which ttrangenefs naturally 
raifed againft them, on our firit arrival at Quang-tong. A particular 
people may excel them in a particular feature; but in the affemblage 
of the whole, they are not to be equalled; for variety is the eflence 
of beauty. , 

** But there are certain limits in all things, beyond which, if 
the greateft advantage is puthed, it will of neceility chaage its nature. 

** Much as the Englidh may have gained by tus equivocal genera- 
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tion, as without great impropriety it may be called, I think I may fafely 
fay, that if they purfue the addition they have lately begun to make 
to it, by mixing with Jews and negroes, their progeny will not much 
longer have reafon to value themfelves on their beauty, wit, or virtue. 

«* And now; that I have mentioned the Jews, I cannot forbear 
obferving to you, that they at prefent enjoy more advantages in this 
country, than they ever did in any other, fince they were driven out of 
their own to wander over the face of the earth; or perhaps, while 
they were in it. 

‘«* Among us, as they will not fupport the public ftock, by labour- 
ing to fupply as much as they confume, their fojourning is never per« 
mitted to be long. We fuffer not the ufelefs drone to ftarve the indu- 
ftrious bee. 

‘* But here, contrary to all principles of good policy, they are 
fu fered ‘to fuck the marrow out of the bone, to prey upon the vitals 
of the ftate, without contributing either to the honour or advantage 
of it: never bearing arms in her wars, never tilling the ground, nor 
entering into commerce on thofe enlarged principles, which alone 
make it of national advantage ; their only trade being peddling ; their 
only traffic in money, by their ufurious dealings in which, it being a 
fundamental tenet of their religion to defraud all other people, and 
particularly thofe among whom they live, they will ere long poffefs 
themfelves of all the wealth of the nation, if there is not a ftop put to 
them. 

“«* The difference between the treatment of this people here at pre- 
fent, and that which they have met in former times, affords a ftriking 
proof of the advances of civilization, and, the benefits arifing from it 
to fociety. 

“* I have read in a book of the beft authority, that a king of this 
country having demanded a large fum of money from the Jews, 
according to acertain rate of perfona} taxation, one of them, who was 
taxed very high, pleaded inability ; but as he was known to be very 
Yich, inftead of lifening to his plea, the king ordered that he fhould 
be thrown into prifon, and a tooth plucked out of his head every day 
till he complied. 

“ The ftitt-necked Jew ftood this torture for feven days fucceflively, 
rather than part with his beloved wealth; at the end of which time 
his refolution failed him, and he paid the tax, with the additional lofs 
of feven of his grinders: an outrage which would not have been of- 
fered to an individual of any other people; but fo violently was the 
public indignation raifed againft them by their nefarious practices of 
every kind, that the nation looked, without difpleafure, at a viola- 
tion of their laws againft wretches, whom they held unworthy of their 
_protection. 

‘* But tho’ the advance of civilization, as I obferved before, fecures 
them from fuffering fucHoutrages any more, and the beneficent {pi- 
rit of the laws fupports every perfon indifcriminately, of whatever 
country or religion, in the enjoyment of liberty and property, the 
general fenfe of the nation, an irrefittible force when once put in 
action, is far from being favourable to them ; as they lately experi- 
enced fm a fignal inflance, when the whole body of the legiflature 

was 


' 





Letters from a Lady in Ruffia, tober Friend inEngland. 45 


was obliged by it to refcind their own aét, and repeal certain laws, 
thought too advantageous to them, which had been enacted, from in- 
md motives, by certain perfons in high ftation. 

‘* Nor do they feem to be perfectly fafe from a like reverfe at this 
very time. The meafure of their mifdoings has been filled, till it 
overflows the brim; and the fame general voice, which then deprived 
them of a legal fettlement in the country, may again be raifed fo 
loudly, as to drive them entirely out of it. It is a maxim in philo- 
fophy, that what has been may be.” 
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ART. V. Letters from a Lady, who refided fome Years in Ruffia, 
to her Friend in England. With Hifforical Notes. 12mo. 33. 
Dodfley. 

Thefe Letters, bearing date during the interval of about ten 
years, viz. from 1729 to 1739, appear to be genuine, and to 
have been written by a Lady, who was wife to a gentleman, who 
refided in a public charaéter at the Court of Ruffia. Of the en- 
tertainment, they afford, our readers may form an adequate idea 
from the following extraés. 

LETTER II. 
Dear Madam, Mofcow, April, 1730. 

** According to your commands, without preface, I fhall give you 
fome account of my journey from Peterfburgh to this place. We fet 
out on the sth of March in fledges; they are like a cradle, made of 
wood, and covered with leather. You lie down on a bed dreffed and 
covered with furs: they hold but one perfon, which makes it very dif- 
agreeable, as you have no body to fpeak to. We travelled night and 
day, and arrived hereon the oth. You will-fay, I fkip over the jour 
ney very faft; but what fhall I fay ? Our accommodation was one 
little fmoaky room, where we ftopped to change horfes, and eat what 
we brought with us: the people were civil to the utmoft of their 
power, but one really fees human nature fo debafed, and the .poor 
wretches fo low and poor, that they feem to have only the figures of 
human creatures. Except at thefe cots, which are placed at proper 
diftances for change of horfes, you feem to pafs through an uninha- 
bited country, with not a town or houfe to be feen, but only thick 
woods, which, as they were covered with {now, was a pretty roman- 
tic fcene, and I often fancied the fnow on ftumps and fhrubs formed 
all forts of figures; I faw bears, wolves, nay beaus among the branches 
of the trees, and often wifhed for you there, as you might have found 
a frozen lover of whom you need not have been afraid. I fhould be 
_ for faying we came through no town, for we paffed throug 

ovogrod * and Tweer. The firft famous for the monaftery of St. 

Anthony +, who, as they tell you, came from Padua on a mill- 

ftone, and brought treafure enough to build this monaftery. The 

town is mean, though large ; the houfes all of wood, low, and little : 


* Grod, or Gorod, in the Ruffian language fignifies * city.” 
4 He died and was buried there in the year 1147. ' 
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the outlide of the monaftery is far from fine; the infide I did not fee, 
‘I'weer is a pretty clean town, fitwated on the fide of a hill, on the 
bank of the Volga; the buildings are of wood, and very neat. I have 
not yet feen enough of this city where I now am, to give any defcrip- 
tion of it. The emperor * is rarely feen, has no drawing-room, ard 
feems fond of nothing but hunting. His great favourite, prince 
Dolghoracki, keeps him employed in this fport, for fear of being 
fupplanted. Since this young monarch loft his only fifter +, about fix 
months ago (who had an uncommon underftanding) he is entirely 
governed by this young nobleman, who has, I hear, nothing con{pi- 
cuous but his title. 1 have been vifited by feveral of Mr. W. s 
old acquaintance, one of whom was a courtier in your hero’s time. 
She is a fenfible woman, and entertains me with many of his private 
adventures. The following one I will relate, though long, as, I 
think, it fhews he was not fo favage as fome have reprefented him. 
He had a violent paffion for an officer’s daughter, named Munce, and 
ufed more affiduous means to gain her than monarchs are generally 
forced to; at laft the yielded, and became his public miftrefs, and for 
many years he loved her with a fondnefs rarely found. One fatal 
day he went to fee a caftle he had built in the fea, attended by his 
own and the foreign minifters. At their return, the Polifh miniftey, 
by fome accident, fell over the draw-bridge, and was drowned, not- 
withftanding all endeavours to fave him. The emperor ordered all 
the papers in his pockets to be taken out, and fealed up, before all 
the company. On fearching his pockets, a picture dropped, which 
the emperor took up, and, judge his furprife, when he found it was 
the portrait of the lady. Ina fudden guit of paffion he tore open 
fome of the papers, and found feverai letters from her written to the 
deceafed in the tendereft flyle. He left the company that inftant, 
came alone to the apartment of my informant, and ordered her to fend 
for the lady thither. When the entered, he locked the door on them 
three, and afked her how fhe came to write to fuch a perfon? She 
denied the had; he then produced the picture and letters, and when 
he told her of his death, the burft into tears, while he reproached her 
with ingratitude in fuch a florm of paffion, that my author expeéted 
to fee her murdered; but on a fudden, he alfo melted into tears, 
and faid, he forgave her, fince he fo ieverely felt how impoflible it 
was to conquer inclination; “ for,” he added, * notwithftanding 
** you have returned my fondnefs with falfhood, I find I cannot hate 
** you, thoagh I do myfelf for the meannefs of {pirit I am guilty of; 





* Peter 11. who fucceeded the emprefs Catherine in the year 1727, being then 
but twelve years old. He was grandfon of Peter the Great, being the fon of the 
ezarowitz Alexis, whodied in prifon, after having received fentence of death for a 
confpiracy againft his father, im 1718. Dvring the minority of Peter II. his pre- 


, deceflor Catherine had appointed prince Menzikoff (the favourite of Peter the Great) 


generalifimo by land and fea, and had prevailed on the regency to agree to a mar 
riage between one of his daughters and the young czar Peter. But this emperor, 
refolving to punith the prince for the injuries he had done his father, and being 
heartily feconded in this defign by the lords of his court, Menzikoff himfelf un- 
warily lending them arms again{t him by his rapines, extortions, and even per- 
fonal infolence to the czar, he was thereupon difgraced, and banithed, and his im- 
menfe eftate confitcated, 


* Priacets Nathalia, 


* but 
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«* but it would be quite defpicable in me to continue to Jive with 
«« you; therefore be gone, while I can keep my paflion within the 
** bounds of humanity. You fhall never want, but I will never fee 
** you more.” He kept his ward, and foon after married her to one 
who had an employment at a diftance, and was always kind to them 


jn point of fortune.” 
LETTER II. 
Dear Madam, Mofcow, November 4, 1730. 
Your laft letter is kind and cruel. You fay a great many obliging 
things, give.an account of many of my friends, but forbid me to fay 
any thing of them, or atk any quetlions, but directly anfwer the en- 
quiries youmake. This is very tyrannical, but I muftobey. As to 
your firft queftion, what converfation I have ? it is hard to anfwer. 
I daily converfe with people of high rank. The Polifh minifter’s 
lady has an aflembly every night, where all the people of fathion 
meet; but to my great mortification, the greateft part meet to play, 
though no body is prefied toit. AsI ftil! am amazed how rational 
minds can fall into this trifling yet dangerous amufement, I need not 
tell you, Iam a {pectator, and moralife on human weaknefs, as, you 
know, Mifs Bell ufed to tell me. For fome time paft I have met 
with a young lady who does not play, whether from the fame ftupid 
mind that I have, or from her heart being filled with a fofter paffion, 
I will not determine. She has foftnefs, good-nature, good-fenfe, 
and politeneis, inclofed in a pretty perfon of eighteen. She is fifter 
to the favourite prince Dolghorucki. The German ambaffador’s 
brother is her beloved object ; all things are agreed upon, and they 
only wait fome forms neceffary in his country, to be (I hope) happv, 
She feems very fond of marrying out of her own country, fhews great 
civility to foreigners, and a ftrong love to him, and heto her, At 
this affembly you go away when you-will, and no body afks you a 
queftion ; there is a fupper for thofe that will flay, and, I fancy, 
one might find agreeable converfation, if cards were not known in 
Ruffia. Your next queftion about their religion I can fay but little 
of, as I fpeak very little of the language. It feems to confift in out- 
ward form and much fuperitition. I have feen a chriftening and a 
wedding ; the child was dipped three times in a tub of water ; the 
gol s had every one a wax candle in their hands; after the child 
ad been dipped, the prieft (who, by the way, was very drunk) put 
on the fhist, and then exorcifed it, and at the end of every fentence, 
he and the goflips fpit, to thew they triumphed over the devil. The 
weddings was of one of my fervants ; the match was propofed to the 
girl’s parents, and they approving of it, came in form to afk my 
confent ; when that was obtained, the man fent her a prefent, con- 
fifting of acomb, fome paint, and patches ; then he was admitted to 
fee her for the firft time ; they gave each other a ring, and a promife 
of marriage, and the wedding was appointed for that day fe’ennjght., 
From that time to the day of wedding, the girls of her acquaintance 
took turns to be with her night and day, continually fipging fongs to 
bemoan her lofs out of their fociety: when the day came, they took 
a formal leave of her with many tears ; and the man’s relations caye 
to fetch her, and her fortune, which was abedand bedding, a rales 
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and a picture of her patron faint. My own maid was admitted to ge 
with her, which was a great favour, for none of the women’s friends 
are permitted to gowith them. As tothe reft, I muft refer you to 
the Bible, to fatisfy your curiofity, and that I may not hinder you 
from fo good a ftudy, I'll take my leave. 
LETTER Ivy. 
Dear Madam, Mofcow, Dec. 20, 1730. 
You are not like to be quit of my impertinence, though you have 
fo long Jet me Jangpifh in vain for a line from you. Since my laft, 
here has’been a furprifing alteration. he young monarch (at his 
favourite’s inftigation, as is fuppofed) has declared his refolution of 
marry'ng the pretty princefs Dolghorucki mentioned in my laft. 
What a cruel difappointment to two people whofe whole hearts were 
engaged! but this is a country where there is no refufal to be made. 
wo days ago was the ceremony of his declaring it publickly, or, as 
they call it, being promifed. She was brought the day before toa 
nobleman’s houfe near the palace, where fhe is to ftay till the is 
married. Every perfon of fafhion was invited, and the company were 
placed on benches in alarge room, the officers of the crown and na- 
tives of diflinétion on one fide, and the foreign minitters and 
foreigners of fafhion onthe other. At the upper end of the room 
was a canopy, with two armed chairs under it, and an altar before 
them, on which layaBible. A great number of the clergy were 
placed on each fide cf the altar; when every body was placed, the 
emperor came into the room, and talked to fome people a few mi- 
mutes ; fhe was brought from the houfe where fhe lodged in one of 
bis coaches, with her mother and fifter in the coach with her; her 
brother, as lord high chamberlain, wenfin a coach before, and a 
great train of the emperor’s coaches followed. Her brother handed 
her to the door of the room, where her imperial lover received her, 
handed her to one of the ‘chairs, and feated himfelf in the other. 
The pretty victim (for fo I think her) was drefled in a ftiffened bodied 
gown of filver tiffue; her hair curled, and four trefles, with a great 
many jewels, and a little coronet at the top of her head ; her train 
was very long, and not fupported ; her looks were compofed, but 
very melancholy and pale. After they had fat fome time, they rofe ~. 
and went to the altar, where he declared he took her as his wife ; he» 
then gave her his ring, and fhe gave him another, and he tied his 
picture on her right wrift: then they kiffed the Bible, the archbifhop 
of Novogorod made a fhort prayer, and the emperor faluted her. 
When they were féuted again, he named the officers and ladies of her 
court, and defired they would then go into waiting. They came to 
kifs her hand ; the ldvér held her right hand in his, and gave it to 
every one as they came wp, for dll the company paid that compliment ; 
tluR, to the furprifeiof every body, came the unhappy forfaken 
fwain : before, the had-fat all the time with her eyes fixed on the 
floor, but now fie ftarted, fuatched her hand out of the emperor’s, 
and gave it the other to kifs, having, at that inftant, ten thoufand 
different paffions = in her face. The young monarch blufhed, 
but a crowd of others came to pay their devoirs, and the friends of 
the gentleman got him out, put him intoa fledge, and got him = 
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of town as faft as poflible. The shins was rafh and imprudent to the 
Jaft degree, and, I dare fay, a furprife to her. The young monarch 
began the ball with her, which foon ended, to her great relief, as I 
judge, for all her compofure was gone after this rath aétion, and the 
had nothing but fear and diftraétion in her looks. After the ball was 
ended, fhe was conducted back to the fame houfe, but fhe now went 
in the emperor’s body-coach, with the imperial crown on the top, 
and alone, attended by guards. But you will blame me for giying no 
defcription of the emperor. He is very tall, and large-made, for his 
age, being but juft turned of fifteen ; he is fair, but much tanned 
with hunting, has good features, but a down look, and though he is 
young and handfome, has nothing attractive nor agreeable. He was 
dreffed in a light-coloured cloth, trimmed with filver. Thus this 
lady is now looked on as an emprefs, and yet, I fancy, if one could 
fee her heart, all her grandeur does not eafe the pains of a difap- 
pointed paffion ; and indeed it muft bea mean foul that can quit love, 
or friendfhip, for dominion. 


LETTER V. 
Dear Madam, . Mofcow, Feb. 1730-3. 

** The anxiety you have been under for me is very kind, and [. 
fhould fooner have relieved you, had the poft been allowed to pafs. I 
fend this by a meffenger that is difpatchcd by a minifter, as not 
knowing how one by the poft may fare; though now all things feem 
in the old channel. When I wrote laft, all the world (that is, ous 
world) were preparing for the great wedding; this went on, fixed for 
the nineteenth of January. On the fixth of January is always a great 
ceremony, which they call ‘* blefling the waters,” in imitation of our 
Saviour’s being baptifed by St. John. It is cuftomary for the foves 
reign to be prefent at the head of the troops, who are drawn out on 
the ice, that day. The poor, pretty emprefs elect was to be feen that 
day in public. She went by my houfe with guards, and a train, as 
pompous as can be imagined. She was by herfelf in an open fledges 
drefféd as the was at the ceremony of her being contracted ; and (ace 
cording to the gallantry of this country) the emperor ftood behind her 
fledge. It was the coldeft day I ever felt, andl dreaded going to 
court to dinner, where every body was invited and affembled to 
receive the young fovereigns on their return, They were upon the 
ice among the troops four hours. As foon as they got into the roam, 
the emperor complained of the head-ach; this was at firft taken tu 
proceed from cold; but on repeated complaints, his phyfician .was 
called, who faid he muft go to bed, for he was yery ill. ‘This broke 
up allthecompany. The princefs had all the daya melancholy com- 
pofure, which had no alteration on this accident; and fhe took leave 
of her acquaintance, as fhe met them, with a ferious affability (if T 
may fo exprefs it,) The next day the fmall-pox appeared on the 
emperor, and on the nineteenth, the day appointed for his marriage, 
about three in the morning, he died.” 

Of the melancholy hiftory of Eudoxia Federowna, Peter the 
Great’s firft wife, our letter-writer gives the following concife 
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LETTER VI. 
Dear Madam,.. Mofcow, 173%. 
“ You feem quite impatient to know the hiftory of the emprefs 
dowager. Thofe things are fo differently related, according as affec- 
tion or intereft leads, that it is hard to judge of the truth; but the 
following account is, I believe, a pretty jut one. Her name is 
Eudoxia, of the noble family of Lapuchin. The czar married her 
when he was very young *, and by her had one fon +, who was after- 
wards put to death, bur lett a fon and daughter behind him. After 
fome years marriage he grew weary of her, and pretended jealoufy : 
fhe was, on this fufpicion, confined, and all her neareft relations, 
and feveral of the gentlemen of her court, taken up, and, according 
to the cuftom of this country, examined by torture; but none of 
them accufed her, though they had offers of pardon, if they would, 
'Thefe examinations lafled fome months, in which time about four- 
teen of her neareft relations were put to death; and one of her gentle- 
men ft, of whom Peter had the greatett fufpicion, underwent fuch 
repeated tortures as it was thought no creature could have borne, with 
great conftancy, perfitting in his own and her innocence during his. 
torments. At lait the czar himfelf came to him, and offered him par- 4 
don, if he would contefs. He fpit in the ezar’s face, and told himy 
* he fhould difdain to fpeak to him, but he thought himfelf obliged 
“* to clear his miltrefs, who was as virtuous a woman as any in the 
** world; and (faid he) the only weaknefs I knew her guilty of, is 
*< loving thee, thou inhuman butcher; and if any thing can make me 
think thee more a devil than thy cruel treatment of her, it is fancy- 
** ing I could ever be brought to accufe an innocent perfon to fave 
** mylelf; for could my body hold out thefe torments as long as thou 
** fhalt plague the world! could iuffer them with pleafure, rather 
** than relieve them by {ath falfhood §.” After this, he would {peak 
no more. And when no confeifion could be got trom him, he was 
beli@aded, and fhe confined in a monattery || at a diftante, without 
being fuffered to fee any one but the perton who brought her food, 
which the drefled herfelf, for fhe had no fervant to do the mioft flavith 
offices, nor more-than one cell for her perfon. Juft before he married 
the emprefs Catherine, the was faid to be dead, and was believed t@ 
be fo, till her grandfon came to the throne, and then fhe appeared a 
court, though fhe would not live there, but retired to this monafry, 
where fhe has a court and appointments as dowager, but will not guit 
her nun’s habit. What various fcenes of mifery has this unfortunate 
princefs experiencéd t-and furely the hardeit muft be the death of the 
late young monarchy’ Wer grandion, as that fudden lofs came when 
ihe feemed to bave‘fermounted her greatefi difficulties. The preient 
emprefs pays her sregehefpect, and often goes in perfon to viiit her. 
She was prefent at theleotouation, in a box built on purpofe, where 
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* He was then 17. 5 ‘ + Alexis, czarowitz, 

+ Glebow, an ofcer in the neighbourhood of Roiiofi. 

§ M. D’Een fays, * ibe poor mangied body in expiring opened its mouth only ta 
fp:t in his face, faving, * Go, tyrant, andler me die in peace.” f 

jj Situated on tre Jake Ladoga; trom whence the was removed to Schluflelaurgy 
on the acceffion of Cather:ac. 
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fhe could not be feen. When the ceremony was over, the emprefs 
went into the box to her, embraced her, kitled"her, and defired ber 
friendhip, and they both fhed tears. As fhe came*privately into the 
church before the ceremony began, fo the ftayed fome time after till 
her coach could come up, for the would not appear at the dinner, on 
account of her habit. Several people exprefied a defire to pay their 
compliments to her while fhe fayed in the church, and the admitted 
it. You may guefs, your humble fervant was among them, and [ 
had luckily an opportunity of looking a great deal at her, for being 
that day in the Englith drefs (for reatons too long and trifling to re- 
peat) fle afked, ** who I was,” and defired me ta come near, that fhe 
might look at my drefs. She. faid, «* the had heard that England 
“ was famous for pretty women, and the believed they were fo, for 
“* the drets was not calculated to add to their beauty, particularly 
** that of the head, but the thought the reft of the drefs very pretty, 
§* and much more decent than any fhe had feen, as it did not thew 
** the neck fo much:” faid many flattering things of my perfon, 
fhape, &c. and invited me to her court, the arts and manners of 
which, you fee, the has not forgot. She is now fat, and in years, 
but has the remains of a fine perion. She has great gravity and come 
poture in her face, mixed with foftnefs, and an uncommon vivacity 
in her eyes, with which the has a lock that feems as if the would read 
the hearts of thofe that approach her in their faces. But if her ftory 
affecis you as much as it has done me, you will be glad I thould fay 
adieu, &c. 

_-We fhall take our leave of thefe amufing letters with a fhort 
ftory, which the Lady tells her friend, by way of giving her an 
idea of the ftate of gallantry among the Ruflians. 

** T long to tell you a ttory, to give you.a fpecimen of the delicacy 
of our northern beaux and belles; but your pridery, (I beg pardon, 
your prudence,) frights me: however, I cannot refit; fo popayour 
fan before your face, for 1 am going to begin. Here is a young’fel- 
low of fafhion who has made the tour of France, &c.. At his return 
he fell in company with three or four pretty women at a friend’s 
houfe, where he danced, fung, laughed, was very free with the ladies, 
_ and behaved alamode de Paris; as he affured the gazing audience of 
his airs, his next ftep was his bragging of their fondnefs for him, 
and the paffion with which he had infpired each of them; this he 
repeated in all companies,till at laft it reached the ears of M-fi-s. Jeurs 
maris (for they were all married women) who looked glum for fome 
time in filence, and at laft in a furly way exprefled the caule of their 
ill-humour in plain terms. The ladies defired he might be brought 
with them before the hufbands; fo all thefe loving couples agreed 
that one of the nymphs fhouid invite him to fap at her houfe, with- 
out faying who was to be there: he flew onthe: sings of love to the 
rendezvous, and was received with great gaiety; but in the height of 
his raptures, fhe reproached him with the fpeeches he had made; he 
aeniéd them; on which all the ladies and their hufbands came in, 
witneffes of his guilt were produced, and he fairly convicted. The 
hufbands pronounced fentence, which was, that the lacies — 
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whip him; fome fay, they actually did fo; others fay, they ordered 
their maids to do it; that the punifhment was infliéted with fo much 
rigour, as to oblige him to keep his bed fome days, is certain ; but 
whether the ladies were executioners, or fpectators only, is a doubt, 
By this, judge of the flate of gallantry in this northern climate, 
Adieu, &c. 





ART. VI. Sentimental Fables. Tranflated from the French, with 
the Original and Notes. Yowhich is prefixed, an Effay on Englifh 
Verfification. By a Country Curate. 4to. 5s, Brentford, Nor- 
bury : London, Newbery. 


Quid pulchrum, quid turpe, quid utile, quid non, 


Plenius ac melius Chryfippo et Crantore dicit— Fabula. Hor. 


It is feldom that a tranflator takes the trouble of making»a 
verfion of a work, without obtaining fome anecdotes of the 
author of the original. The neceflity of faying fomething, of the 
firft founder of the feaft, appears at leaft fo urgent as to fet the 
imagination at work to invent what cannot be picked up from 
information. Aut inventam aut faciam is the maxim of moft edi- 
tors and tranflators. Our verfifying country curate, on the 
other hand, frankly confeffes that he knows nothing of the 
Author * of the Fables here prefented to the public. Be the ori- 
ginal Author, however, who he will, the choice of the tranflator 
does credit to his judgment. We wilh we could pay the fame 
compliment to his tafte, refpeéting the meafure and manner of 
his verfification. He takes much pains, in his preface, indeed, 
to perfuade the Reader that the heroic meafure is well adapted to 
fables ; in confirmation of which, he quotes the praétice of Ho- 
race; whofe fole authority he thinks fufficient to turn the fcale, 
or at leaft to hold it in even balance againft the practice af Gay, 
Moore, and others. To the authority of Horace he might have 
added, as more in point, the practice of Dryden; and yet, in 
our opinion, to little purpofe. There is required a terfenefs of 
phrafe, a concifenefs of expreffion, in the fabulift, which ill ac- 
cord with the redundant flow of the hexameter and lengthened 
languor of the Alexandrine. The epigrammatic turn of thought 
which fhould ever feafon the fimplicity of the tale in fable, lofes 
half its beauty in the vegbofity of amplification. Our traaflator 
is, in this refpet, peculiarly unfortunate, as fome parts of the 
original are remarkable for fimplicity, and concifenefs of ftile. 
Our readers will judge for themfelves, by comparing the verfion 
of the fourteenth fable with the original. | 





* Not that a/? of them are pretended to be written by the fame fabulift; feveral 
having been prefented the tranflator in manvfcript, and, therefore, we prefume, 
never before printed, 
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LE VOYAGEUR. 


Un homme entreprit un voyage, 
Scul, @ pied.—Survient un orage, 
Le Voyageur, trific et chagrin, 
Tremble, gimit, Simpatiente, 
Maudit les Dieux et le deftin. 
Sur faroute un bois fe préfente: 
Tandis qu'a pas précipités 
Ilentre, tombe, @ fes cites, 

En fiffant, un trait homicide, 
Lancé par une main perfide. 
Au méme inflant s offre a fes yeux 
Fupiter du haut d'un nuage— 
Toi, dit-il, qui maudis les Dieux, 
Tu dois la vie & cet orage; 

Il ?@ garanti du trépas —— 
D'un arc, que tune voyois pas, 
La corde, de pluie imbibée, 

A trompé la main du voleur ; 
Ates pieds la fléche ef tombée, 
Au lieu de te percer le caur. 


Race humaine,en plaintes fertile, 
Que vous criex, mal-a-propos. 
Dieu frait ce qui nous eft utile ; 
4 tire nos biens de nos maux, 





THE TRAVELLER. 


Led by th’ alluring fonthine of the day, 
A Trav’ller once amus’d his dreary way ; 3 
Thro’ vales, r ‘er mountains puth’d his vigorous 


{pee 
Debarr’d of fo focal chat, or ambling fteed. 
Sudden, a gathering tempett lours around, 
And wraps the curtain’d ball in dark profound ! 
Loud burfts the thunder: with tremendous blaze, 
Quick, from wide-opening fkies, fork’d lightning 


plays : 
From black-fwoll’n clouds th’ impetuous cataract 


urs 5 

And with fell fury the fierce north wind roars. 
Whilit round the Trav’ller’s head the ftorm 

defcends, 

No neighb’ring cot its timely fhelter lends ! 

His penfive eye-balls gaz'd the frowning pole; 

Defpair, and trembling horror piere’d his foul: 

His labouring bofom heav’d the big-fwoll’n figh g 

He curs'dthe cruel gods, and cruel fky. 

The gloom difpers’d, his dewy eyes furvey’d 
A grove contiguous, arch’ d with many a thade. 
Daih’d by the driving winds, and guthing flood, 
He dragg’d ves a eae d fuotiteps tow’rds the 


But, ere fafe o thalterd midft the bowery feat, 

A hafty thaft funk whiftling at his feet 

Lanch’d from atreach’rous arm.—Aghafl,hiseyes 

He fix’d, unmov’d, fcarce-breathing, on the tkies. 
There, thron’d on filver clouds, majeitic rode, 

And cloth'd with terror, {poke the Thunderer-god ; 

¢ Ceafe,wretch profane! nor curfethefacred power, 

€ Who fent, in mercy fent, the torrent fhower: 

¢ Elfe had that thaft thy fwimming eye-lids{eal'd, 

* And thy devotefh corfe diftain’d the field. 

‘ For, from a bow, by py. fhort-fighted view 

¢ Unfeen, the coolly-levell’d arrow flew ; 

¢ But the fierce tempeft flak’d its thirity flame, 

¢ And the furr’d cord beguil’d the Ruffian’ 'saim ¢ 

‘ Hence bloodlefs at thy foot dropp’d the vain dart, 

¢ Which elfe had fteep'd its pinions in thy heart.” 


Be filent, fons of duft! no more complain ; 
Vain are your cenfures, and your murmurs vain 
Heav’n only knows our blifs.—From deepeft woes, 
Led by its fov’reign aim, our lafting fafery flows. 


The tranflator makes a kind of apology for the wzld deviation 


from the original at the beginning of the fables but the verbiage 
of amplification is continued through the, whole; and, indeed, 
the verfion of all the fables fhould have beg gather termed an 
imitation or paraphrafe than a tranflation, NS or is mere amplifi- 
cation all the fault, the tranflator takes frequently unwarrantable, 
liberties with his original. Of this we have an inftance in the 
moral of the fable of the Hare and the Gun, which the original 
gives us in a fingle line, 
‘* Si le Juge s’endort, a quoi feryent les Loix >” # 
on- 
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Conformably to a common expreffion in Englifh * What 
fignify the laws if they are not executed ?” or, as the tranflator 
might have rendered it in verfe {till more concitely, 

When fleeps the Fudge, then fleep the Laws. 
This pithy and pertinent moral our tranflator firit falfifies and 
then transfufes the falfification into four lines, thus: 
When wakeful Law extends her flaught’ring * arm 
Around, the boldeft villain dreads th’ alarm: 
But, fhe afleep, each dattard ftalks abroad, 
Burfts thro’ the nightly bolts, and robs the noon-tide road +, 
To fay nothing more of verbofity, this is not the meaning of the 
original ; which might be more properly expreffed even in the 
trautlator’s own meafure. 
Not justice, out of rerm, can plead her caute; 
The jupGe afleep, in vain awake the Laws! 

As to the original French, we admire many of the fables much’ 
and indeed, though we have taken the liberty to fpeak our fen- 
timents very freely of the tranflation, we have no mean opinion 
of the tranilator’s poetical abilities. Unluckily, thefe French 
fables did not afford a proptr field in which to difplay it. There 
are many marks of judgment and tafte in his remarks, in his 
preface, on the verfification of Mr. Pope: We look upon a 
bad rhime, as we have once, if not more than once, faid, as a ca- 
pital crime at prefent in poetry, Our Tranflator’s obfervations, 
refpecting the diverfifying even good rhimes of the fame quality 
of found, are alfo judicious and worthy to be obferved: And 
yet we cannot, im juftice to ourfelves, the public, and even this 
writer himfelf, forbear obferving that he feems defirous of mak- 
ing improvements in an art, which he hath not as yet himfelf 
attained J. We agree, with him, that we frequently feel difguft 


* We are forry to fee this epithet applied fo mal-a-propos; as we hope our coune 
try curate is not particular with our quondam acquaintance the Vicar of Brentford, The 
calling the arm of the law a flaughtering arm, moit evidentiy alludes to the affair of 
Ralf and Mac Quirk; whole flaughtering arms were found by the lawyers to have 
heen as legally as wakefully employed on a certain memorable occafion, But our 
Curate millases if he thinks the /acu, fleep or awake, can commit murder ; though, 
by 2 converte of the moral of the above Fable, the awyers are always vigilant enovgh 
to exercife THEIR funion. 

+ + This robbing the road, is a ftroke likewife beyond poetical licence; uniefs our 
txanflator means to tpeak of fuch robbers as we would recommend to be profecuted 
by the commiffioners of the Brentford truft, Otherwife we maf ftrike out the poeti- 
cal epithet neon-tde, which has fo pretty an eflect when properly applied to the air, 
&c. and fill up the meafare with the plain, protaic, proper fupplement upom——“ robs 
upon the road” —:n which fituation the commiffioners of the turnpikes may turn the 
dafiard over to the {peedy information of their gate-keepers, and the clofe-purfuits 
ot Sir John Fielding’s thief-takers. 

* We fhould not fay this, if we thought him incapable of attaining it. Butts 
his natural talents he fhould add application and perieverance, if he would fucceed 
to any eminent degree. He feems to give himfelf no ume to make a proper choice 
of words: at leaft if he takes much, the curisfa felicitas is mott unfortunately want. 
jag: and rAer is of ten times more confequence to a poi than the diverstication of 
ghum-s or the variations of paufes. 
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et the repetition of the fame kind of rhimes in Pope and our 
beft poets, and yet we-are better pleafed with even the found 
ef the fame quantity of verfification in thofe poets, than we 
fhould be with an equal quantity of the more diverfified metre 
ef our tranilator. To fpeak plainly, our Effayiit feems to have 
made juft fuch an improvement on Englifh verfification as the 
Frenchman did to the Englifhman’s thirt, by inventing a pair 
of ruffles for it. Like the Vrenchman, however, when he put 
on the rufles, he forgot, or did not poflefs, the fhirt itfelf. To 
conclude with as familiar an allufion, more applicable perhaps 
to our ingenious tranflator’s familiar ideas; there is the fame 
liberty to be allowed in poetry as in penmantfhip; we have no 
great objection to a good writer’s embellifhing his performances 
even to whimficality ; but we are for fticking by the old rule, 
«« Learn to write a good free hand before you fet about making 
flourifhes.” 


a 





ART. VII. 4 Collection of Poems on Divine and Moral Subjefs, 
Jele&ted from various Authors. By William Giles. 8vo0. 4s. 
Buckland. 


The frequent proftitution of poetry, to purpofes diametri- 
eally oppofite to thofe of religion and piety, hath been fo often 
lamented, that it mult give fincere pleafure to every pious ad- 
mirer of that pleafing art, to fee it devoted to fubjects worthy of 
its infpiration. Of the great fcarcity of fine poems on divine 
fubjects, Mr. Giles appears to have been very fenfible; and to 
this circumftance imputes, as the beft apology, the fad rubbifh 
that is generally found in collections of this kind. We muft do 
him the juftice alfo tofay, tho’ we cannot highly approve of all the 
pieces here felected, that he has thewn more tafte and judgment 
in the feleétion than we recollect to have been difplayed in any 
preceding one. The modeit and fenfible manner, indeed, m 
which he fpeaks of himfelf both as an Editor and Author, can. 
not fail of recommending his compilation to the public. 

** In compiling this volame, fays he, I had one difficulty to en- 
counter refpecting the right of literary property, whieh few col- 
leftors have ever thought of, or at leait have not regarded. And had 
not a due regard to this, limited my enquiries, I might have feleGted 
many valuable pieces that would have becn acceptable to the chrif- 
tian world. For leave to print thofe of a modern date, | am indebted 
to feveral of my ingenious friends; and even for fome, which under 
the fanction of the law, I might have taken. 

** One thing very defirable in the pictes I have chofen, was uni- 
formity of fentiment; but this was found impracticable. They are 
in general therefore printed as [ found them, except fuch inaccuracies 
aa-could hardly be excefed. In copying the pieces from Arwaker’s 
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tranflation of Hugo’s Pia Defideria *, I have taken uncommon 
liberty. Some of.the lines were very loofe, and many of the fimi- 
lies low and trifling. Thefe I have either wholly omitted or at- 
tempted to correct: ~ aoe 

“« A few picces of my own are thus diftingnifhed *,*.—They were 
written at different times, juft as leifure and inclination offered: A 
love of poetry, 1 believe, firft induced me to attempt any thing ‘in 
verfe ; and, as is very common, without a previous enquiry whether 
I was properly qualified for the undertaking. A due regard to this, 
and to the many beauties reduifite to conftituté a fine poem, it is 
more than probable would have excluded them ftom a place in this 
colletion. Were it needful to apologize fot printing them, I might 
plead a defire of gratifying the curiofity of my frien4sgayho, from the 
nature of the undertaking, will no doubt expect fome @figinals from 





the Editor. However, 1 cannot with to avail myf@li@f wny excufe, ° 
in order to efcape the cenfure they deferve. » if well 
founded, cannct be too fevere; and as we ate mot y to profit by 


2 difplay of failures not fufpected, every attempt of that kind cannot 
but infpire the warmeft thankfulnefs and gratitude.” 

If every pretender to poetry were as ready to kifs the tod 6f 
¢orreétion as the modeft Mr. Giles, the Reviewers would not be 
fo often accufed of partiality, petulance and fil-nature. We de 
net exercife our funétion, however, with fuch ftri& juftice, as 
to join with this writer, in admitting that well-founded criti- 
cifms cannot be too fevere. Summum jus fumma injuria, is a 
maxim in literature as well as in politics; and though the lafh of 
cenfure fhould be feverely laid on the pert and the vain, the 
overweening and faftidious, it fhould be gently exercifed on the 
meek and the humble. We fhall, therefore, pafs gently over the 
exceptionable pieces of this collection; faying only, with Martial, 
funt bona quadam, mala, mediocra. Of the firft kind, is the firft 
poem in the collection, entitled Deity, written by the late Mr. 
S. Boyfe ; of whofe life and character he gives a fhort account in 
his preface. As the fituation of this unhappy man was pecu- 
larly wretched, his example may poffibly be of ufe, at leaft to 
thoie unfortunate votaries of the mufes, whofe talents fet them 
above the virtue of difcretion. We fhall cite, therefore, Mr. Giles’s 
account of his life and writings; which may, at the fame time, 
give the reader an idea of his own ftile and talents for biography. 

** The poem, entitled Deity, by Mr. Boyfe, I efteem a valaable 
acquifition. It is, perhaps, one of the fineft pieces on that fubjeét, 
in the Englifh language. When it was firft publifhed, Mr. Pope 
was afked, whether he was. not the author of it? To which he re- 
plied, ‘ that he was not ind@ed the author of it, but that there were 
* many lines in it of which he fhould not be afhamed.’ And he might 
have added, ‘ nor of the whole performance.’ 


* From this ingenious performance, the celebrated Mr. Quarle took his emblems ; 
but forgot, as we charitably fuppofe, to mention this circumftance im his preface 
to the book in which they are poblithed, mail 

“The 
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*t The late ingenious Mr. Hervey, in a letter to Mr. Boyfe, dated 
Auguit 8, 1747, fays, ‘ Give me leave to add my acknowledgements 
for the perufal of your poem, entitled Deity. It is a noble piece, 
quite poetical, truly evangelical, and admirably fitted to alarm and 
comfort the heart; to delight and improve the reader.——I mutt des 
fire toread it again.” And in a letter toa friend, dated June 7, 17595 
fpeaking of the famie poem, he fays, * I really think it is as ufeful 
* and fine a piece of poetry as mott in the Englifh language.—J fo 
* much admire it, that I have infenfibly as it were got it by heart. 
* God grant that it may be influential on every reader *.”” 

«« Mr. Boyfe was the fon of a diffenting minifter at Dublin. He 
was born in the year 1708. As he was intended for the miniftry, he 
was fent atthe age of eighteen, to the Univerfity of Glafgow. But 
in lefs thameangiear he married a tradef{man’s daughter of that city. 
This intetnapiliis ftudies, and immediately after he became wholly 
dependent omhis-father. By a feries of extravagancies, he foon fquan- 
dered away-a little eftate which had fupported his father and family, 
fo that the old man in his laft ficknefs was intirely fupported by pre- 
fents from his congregation, and buried after his death at their ex- 
pence. In 1726, and 1731, Mr. Boyfe wrote feveral poems which 

ained him much credit. He was careffed by fome of the firft fami- 
Fees in Scotland, and by them recommended to the patronage of {e- 
veral noblemen of the firft rank in England. Among other men of 
learning Mr. Pope was one to whom he was ftrongly recommended, 
However, by neglecting the many favorable opportunities he had of 
preferment, and by a life of indolence and extravagance, he was, 
about the year 1740, reduced to fuch an extremity of human wretch- 
ednefs, that he had neither fhirt, coat, nor any other kind of apparel 
to put on. The fheets in which he lay were carried to the pawn- 
broker’s; and he was obliged to be confined to his bed with no other 
covering than a blanket. He fupported himfelf fix weeks in this 
diftrefsful fituation, by writing verfes for the magazines; and mutt 
certainly have continued in it much longer, if he had not been re- 
lieved by the generofity of fome gentlemen who knew him to be a 
man of parts. In the latter part of his life, his behaviour was more 
decent than it had formerly been, which induced his friends to hope, 
that in the evening of life a reformation might be expected, 

«* Among the many friends who generoufly contributed to his relief, 
he was in a peculiar manner indebted to the liberality of Mr. Sandby, 
who, in order to make provifion for his future wants, employed him 
to tranflate a treatife on the exiftence of God, written in French by 
the Archbifhop of Cambray. Mr. Boyfe, however, did not live to 
complete his undertaking, as he left behind him three theets unfinifhed. 
He died in the performance of this work with a pen in his hand, as 
he fat in his bed in a garret in White Friars, and was afterwards bu- 
ried at the expence of the parith ¢. 

“*« Thus, after many years fpent in indolence and extravagance, 
this unhappy man was reduced to the loweft ebb of human wretched- 


* The author of Tom Jones fpeaks highly alfo in favour of this Poem. R, 

+ For th’s account, I am partly indebted to the avriter of the Biographical Dies 
tionary, and partly to Mr. Sandby, who was well acquainted with Mr. Boyfe, and 
* @witaefs of that wretchedneds and mifery to which he was at laft reduced. 
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“nefs. In the carly and middle part of life, he had many pleafing 


rofpects of advantage. His friends were numerous and refpectable ; 
S his extreme indolence was fuch, that it induced him to negleét 
thofe favourable opportunities which Providence pointed out for his 
affiftance and relief. This was certainly the fureft way to forfeit the 
regard of thofe who had been his warmeit friends ; and no doubt, 
the lofs of their favours, added to his own imprudent condudt, re- 
duced him to the ftate we have defcribed.” 

In thefe circumftances, fays Mr. Giles, it is probable he was 
firft brought to lament the follies of his life; adverfity, though 
a fevere, being a kindinftructor. As a proof that he was a fincere 
penitent, he cites alfo a letter which Mr. Boyfe wrote to the late 
Reverend Mr. Hervey, fometime before his death, breathing the 
true fpirit of contrition and chriftian piety. But, for further 
acquaintance with the publication, we muit refer the reader to 
the book itfelf. 





ART. VIII. Hartley’s Theary of the Human Mind, on the Principle 
of the Affociation of Ideas; with Effays relating to the Subject of 
it. By Fofeph Priefiley, LL. D. F. R. 5S. 8ve. 6s. Johnion. 

FEquum eit vt ab hominibus impetremus, ut qui de hifce noftris aliquid ftatuere aut 
exiltimare velit, ne id in tranfitu, aut velut aliud agemdo, facere fe poffe fperet ; 
fed, ut rem pernotcat, pravos, atque alte harentes meatis habitus, tempettiva mota 
corrigat, atque tum demum judicio tuo utatur. Lord Bacen. 
Among the many obligations the philofophical world is under 

to Dr. Prieftley, the prefent publication has conferred on them 

by no means the leaft. Dr. Hartley’s book has been always held 
in high efteem by thofe who were capable of reading and coni- 
prehending it. We fay comprehend it, as perhaps there never was 

a book written to which the famous expreflion of Montefquicu 

could be with more propriety applied. 

Il ne s’agit pas de faire lire, mais de faire penfer. 

To fuch Readers it appears alfo to -have been confined ; being 
little known even among the learned, though it made its firft ap- 
pearance fo long ago as the year-1749; during ail which interval 
it had not undergone a fecond edition, when Dr. Prieftley con- 
ceived the defign of abridging, and committing it again to the 
prefs. To the public in general therefore it will appear as a new 
work ; cf which, though more from its merit tham its novelty, 
it will be expected of us to give a particular account. Of its ge- 
neral defign, we probably cannot give a better than the Author 
himfelf has given us in the following introduction. 

** Man confiits of two parts, body and mind. The firft is fubjected 
to our fenfes and inquiries, in the fame manner as the other parts of 
the external material world, ~~ 

** The lait is that fubftance, agent, principle, &c. to which’ we 
refer the fenfations, ideas, pleafures, pains, and voluntary motions. 
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‘* Sénfations ave thofe internal feelings of the mind, which arife 
from the imprelions made by external objets upon the feveral parts 
of our bodies. , 

« All our other internal feelings may be called ideas. Some of 
thefe appear to {pring up ia the mind of themielves, fome are fug- 
gefted by words, others arife in other ways. Many writers compre 
hend /exfations under ideas.; but I every-where ufe thefe words in the 
fenfes here afcribed to theni. 

. * ‘The ideas which refemble fenfations, are called ideas of fenfation : 
All the reft may therefore be called intellefual ideas. 

‘* Tc will appear in the courfe of thefe obfervations, that the ideas 
of fenfation are the elements of which all the reft are compounded, 
Hence ideas of fenfation may be termed fixple, intellefial ones complex. 

“< The plea/eres and pains are comprehended under the fenfations 
and ideas, as thefe are explained above. For all our pleafures and 
pains are internal feelings, and, converfely, all our internal feelings 
feem to be attended with fome degree either of pleafure ot pain. 
However, I fhall, for the molt part, give the names of plea/ure and 
pain only to fuch degrees as are confiderabie ; referring all low, 
evanefcetit onés to the head of mere fenfations and ideas. 

“ The pleafures and pains may be ranged uuder feten general 
claffes ; viz. 

1- Senfation ; 

2. Imagination ; 

3- Ambition ; 

4. Self-interett ; 

5. Sympathy ; 

6. ‘Theopathy ; and, 

7. The moral fenfe; accotding as they arife from; 

1. Theimpreffions made on the external fenfes ; 

2. Natural or artificial beauty or deformity ; 

3- The opinions of others concerning us ; ‘, 

- 4. Our poffeffion or want of the means of happinefé, and fecurity 
from, or fubjection to, the hazards of mifery ; 

5. The pleafures and pains of our fellow-creatures ; 

6. The affections excited in us by the contemplation of the 
deity ; or; ; 

7. Moral beauty and deformity. 

“¢ The honian mind may alio be confidered as indwed with the fa- 
culties of memory, intagination or fancy, under flanding, affedtion, and 
will. 

“* Memory is that faculty, by which traces of fenfations and ideas re- 
cur, orate recalled, in the fame order and proportion, accurately or 
nearly, as they were once actually prefented. 

** When ideas, and trains of ideas, occur, or are called up, ina 
vivid manner, and without regard to the order of former actual im- 
prethons and perceptions, this is faid to be done by the power of ima- 
gination or Sancy. : 

** The undenfanding is that faculty, by which we contemplate 
mere fenfations and ideas, puriue iruth, and affent tc, or difient 
from, propofitions. ' 
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i. ¢ The affections have the pleafures and pains for their ObjeQs ; 2 
ry the underflanding has the mere fenfations and ideas, " the affections! 
we are excited to purfue happinefs, and all its means, fly from mifery, 
and all its apparent caufes. 
| «* The will is that ftate of mind, which is immediately previous to, 
. and caufes, thofe exprefs aéts of memosy, fancy, and bodily motion, 
: which are termed voluntary, 

‘a «¢ The motions of the body are of two kinds, automatic and voluntary. 
| Oe The automatic motions are thofe which arife from the mechanifm of 
‘fy the body in anevident mamner. They are called automatic, from their 
sefemblance to the motions of automata, or machines, whofe principle 
of motion is within themfelves, Of this kind are the motion of the 
heart, and periftaltic motion of the bowels. The voluatary motions aré 
thofe which arife from ideas and -affections, and which therefore are 
| seferred to the mind ; the immediately preceding ftate of the mind, 
| or of the ideas and atleStions, being termed qwi//, as moted in the lait 
iQ article. Such are the aétions of walking, handling, fpeaking, Sec, 
a when attended to, and performed with an expre({s defign. 

bi ey * This may-ferve as a-fhort account of the chief fubjetts confidered 
teh in the firlt part of thefe ob/erwations. Thiefe fubjects are fo much ins 
volved in each other, that it is difficult, or even impoffible, to begirt 
any-where upon clear ground, or fo as to proceed intirely from the 
data to the guafita, from things known to fuch as are unknown. Dwill 
endeavour it as much as F cam, and for that purpofe fhall obferve the 
following order, 

‘* Firff, I thall lay down the general laws, according to which the 
fenfations and motions are performed, and our ideas generated. 

*€ Secondly, I fhall confider each of the fenfations and motions in 
particular, and inquire how far the phenomena of each iHuftrate, and 
are illuftrated by, the foregoing general laws. 

‘* Thirdly, \ thall proceed in like manner to the particular phzeno. 
mena of ideas, or of underftanding, affe€tion, memory, and imagina- 

’ tien; applying to them what has been before delivered. 

«« Lafily, 1 fhall endeavour to give a particular hiftory and analyfis 
of the fix claffes of intellectual pleafures and pains; viz. thofe of 
imagination, ambition, felf-intereit, fympathy, theopathy, and the 
moral fenfe.”” . 

This diftribution of the Author’s fubje& into four general 
heads, is profecuted in four diftin& chapters, properly fubdivided 
into feveral fections in conformity to the natural divifions of his 
fubject. To thefe is added, in a fifth chapter, as a fecond part 
of the work, a View of the Doétrine of Philofophical Neceflity ; 
in which the Author confiders the mechanifm of the humaa 
mind, and the incompatibility of free-will, m the philofophical 
fenfe of the word, with the diftates of religion, and the natural 
attributes of the Deity; concluding with obfervations on the pras- 
tical application of the doétrime of neccfiity. 

“* Lhe dottrine of philofophical free-will is the eaufe and fupport 
of much pride and felt-conceit; and this fo much the more, as itis 
a docirine aot only allowed, but even infifted upon and requifed, and 
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Toplady’s Scheme of Chriftian Neceffity, &&c. 52 
thade effential to the diftinétion between virtue and vice. Hence men 
are commanded, as it were, to fet a value upon their own aétions, by 
efteeming them their own inthe highett fenfe of the words, and taking 
the merit of them to themfelves. For philofophical free-will fuppofes, 
that God has given to each man a fphere of aétion, in which he does 
not interpofe; but leaves man to act intirely from himfelf, indepen- 
dently of his creator; and as, upon this foundation, the affertors of 
philofophical free-will afcribe all the demerit of aétions to men, fo 
they are obliged to allow men to take the merit of good actions to 
themfelves, z. ¢. to be proud and felf-conceited. This is the plain 
confequence of the doctrine of philofophical free-will. How far this 
objection againft it overbalances the objections brought againft the 
oppofite doétrine of mechanifm, I do not here confider. But it was 
neceflary, in treating of the methods of attaining true humility, to 
fhew in what relation the doctrine of free-will ftood to this fubject. 

*« But we are not to oy that every man, who maintains philoe 
fophical free-will, does alfo claim the merit of his good actions to 
himfelf. The fcriptures are fo full and explicit in afcribing all thatis 
good to God, and the heart ofa good man concurs fo readily with 
them, that he will rather expofe himfelf to any perplexity of under- 
ftanding, than to the charge of fo great an impiety. Hence it is, 
that we fee, in the writings of many good men, philofophical free- 
will afferted, on one hand; and merit difclaimed, on the other; in 
both cafes, with a view to avoid confequences apparently impious 5 
though it be impoffible to reconcile thefe doétrines to each other. 
However, this fubjeétion of the underftanding to the moral principle 
js a noble inftance of humility, and reétitude of heart.” : 

But, having given a general fketch of the nature and defign of 
this ingenious work, we muft defer entering into farther particu- 
Jars, as well as on the confideration of the Editor’s Jntrodudfory 


Effays, till more time and fewer publications afford an oppor- 
tunity. 





ART. IX. The Scheme of Chriftian and Philofophical Neceffity 
afferted. . In Oppofition to Mr. Fohn Wefley’s Traét on that 
Subject. With a Differtation concerning the pees Qualities of 

a 


Matter ; and the Doétrine of Color in particular. By Auguflus 


Toplady, Vicar of Broad Hembury.  8vo. 3s. Vallence and 
Simmons, 


We have perufed this performance of Mr. Toplady’s with 
alternate delight and difguft: with delight, at feeing fome of 
the moft important truths, in religion and morals, defended 
with fpirit, and difplayed in a ftriking point of view; with 
difguft, at feeing the moft ferious and facred fubjeéts treated 
with an unbecoming and unpardonable levity. We would by 
no means recommend an affectation or falfe delicacy of ftile 
and manner in treating religious fubje&s: but modus eff in re- 
bus, there is certainly fome difference and a proper mean bee 
. ao : Ez twixt 
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twixt the mincing diale& of the court-chaplaia at St. James’s, 

Who fcorns to mention hell to ears polite, 
and the lingo of Billingfgate and St. Giles’s, made ufe of at the 
tabernacles of ‘Tottenham-court, Moorfields, and the Lock. 
hofpital. In the prefent cafe, too, we cannot help thinking 
Mr. Toplady’s zeal carries with it too much the appearance of 
perfonal pique againft Mr. Wefley; a circumftance that may 
prove injurious to h‘s charaéer, if not to his caufe ; as it may 
feem, to fome people, to arife from a jealoufy of the faccefs of 
a rival. Let our rcaders judge from the exordium of Mr. Top- 
lady’s preface. 

* Yelterday’s poft brought mea packet from London, including 
@mong other papers, a fmali tract, recently publifhed by Mr. John 
Wefley, entitled, ‘ Thoughts upon Neceffity.? I had no fooner 
perufed ‘ Thoughts,’ than I refolved to bring them to the teft: and 
am now fetting about it. 

“¢ During fome years patt, I have, for the moft part, ftood pa- 
tiently on the defenfive, againft this gentleman. “Tis high time, 
that I take my turn to invade; and carry the arms of truth into the 
enemy’s own’ territory. 

«‘ Mr. Wefley’s traé&t, above-mentioned, was fent to me, by a 
well known, and very deferving, London clergyman. So much of 
whofe letter, as relates to the faid tract, fhall, for the amufement of 
my readers, be fubmitted to their view. 

* ITwent, laft ight, to the * Foundry; expefting to hear pope 
€ John: but was difappointed. After hearing a Welfhman, for an 
* hour and twenty minutes, on Pfalm Ixxxiv. 11. preach up all the 
* herefays of the place; a man, who fatin the pulpit, told him, to 
** give over:” for he feemed to bid fair for another half hour, at 
“ leaft. But he came to a concluiion, as defired. Then this man, 
* who feemed to be a local preacher, ftood up, with a pamphlet in 
* his hand, and addreffed the auditory in the following manner: 

*¢ I am defired, to publish a pamphlet upon Neceffity and Frees 
will ; the beft extant, that I know of, in the + Englifh tongue; 
* by Mr. John Welley, price three-pence,—I had purpofed to have 

* faida good deal upon it: but the time is elapfed.—Buty in this 
‘ three-penny pamphlet, you have all the difputes that have bees 
* bandy’d about fo lately, And you will get your minds more efla- 
‘ blifhed, by this three-penny pamphlet, than by reading ave the 
books that have been written for and againft. It is to be hady at 
** both ddors, as you go out.” 

* | beg leave, (adds my reverend friend), to tranfmit you this here 
* faid fame three-penny wonder.’ 

** Upon the whole, this muft have been a droll fort of mounte- 
bank fcene. Attended, however, with one moft melancholy and 


rn 8 & & 


€ 


_ deplorable circumftance, arifing from the unreafonable and unfeafon- 


* Mr. Welley’s princip»t meeting-howfe in London. 
+ Quaery : does the faid lay preachér, whoever he may bey know soaks of any 
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able prolixity of the longs ines holder-forth : which cruelly, in- 
judicioufly, and defpitefully, prevented poor Zany from pufling off, 
with the amplitude he fully intended, the multiplex virtues of the 
dogtor’s three-penny free-will powder. 

“© Never do that by delegation, fays an old proverb, which you cas 
as well do in proprié perfond. Had dottor John himfelf got vpon the 
ftage, and fung, 

‘ Come, buy my fine powders; come buy dem of me; 

* Hare be de beit powders dat ever you fee.’ 
Who knows, but,the three-penny dofes might have gone off, ‘ at 
¢ both doors,’ as rapidly as peas {rom a pop-gun ?” 

We are really forry to fee a reverend and orthodox * divine 
make ufe of fo ludicrous a flile, in treating fo momentous a 
concern as are the impofitions of puritanical hypocrify. We 
look with horrour on the havock daily made on the bodies of 
the ignorant and credulous by medical empirics ; and fhall a 
pious Divine fport and divert himfelf with the quackeries of 
theological charlatans, who daily adminifter their mortal poifons 
to immortal fouls? It is a wanton digreffion, alfo, that Mr. 
Topladvy makes from his fubje&, in turning his antagonift into 
ridicule about his phyfical recipe for the gout. For the general 
franknefs of his ftile and manner he makes, indeed, the follow- 
ing apology. 

«* Tf, in the fucceeding Effiy, any reader fhould imagine I exprefs 
my meaning with too much plainnefs; it may fuffice, to obferve, 
that there is no end to the capricious refinements of affefted and 
xceflive delicacy. 

* Quod VERUM, atque DECENS, euro, © rogo, & omnis in hac fum. 

** Language, like animal bodys, may be phyficked, ’tillit has no 
firength left. We may whet its edge, as the fool tharpened his 
knife, and as fome are now for reforming the church, tll we have 
whetted the whole blade away.” 

There is certainly fome truth in this obfervation ; but it is alfo 
true, that frength is not incompatibie with elegance, or even de- 
licacy., We applaud our author’s attachment to the verum, 
and could wifh he were equally attached to the prcens. Indeed, 
we cannot help thinking that the low and ludicrous titles, given 
to fome well-meant religious tracts by zealots during the inter- 
regnum, greatly contributed to the contempt thrown on.religion 
itfelf by the licentious profligates of the fucceeding reign +. 


* From the abufe of this word, by rival reviewers, who generally ufe it as a term 
of ridicule and contempt, it may not be improper to obferve, that whenever we apply 
it, we mean it ferioufly as the higheft encomium we can beflow on a minifter of the 

ofpel. 
’ + The Lift to Heaven, the Shove to the beavy-a--'d Chriftian, and many others of 
the fame fiamp, have, doubtlefs, afforded mirth 2nd encouragement to libertines on 
their carrier down the detlivity of the broad path, leading to deflruétion. Mr. Top- 
lady's newleét of decorum of file is ftill the more reprehenfible, as he himfelf repre- 
hends Mr. Wefley, for writing “ with as littie ceremony, and with as much 
feurrility, as an enraged fith-woman would be-din the ears of a ’prentice wenth.” 
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4 Foplady’s Scheme of Chriftian Neceffity, Se. 
- Setting afide the objections we have to the /file of this tra&, 
we cordially recommend the matter of it to the attention of the 
reader; who will find in it 2 number of important points dif- 
cuffed’ in a lively, fpirited and convincing manner. As our. 
Author advances, however, little that is guite mew, we fhall 
take leave of the firft part of his work, with quoting the con- 
’ elufion of his remarks on the do€trine of neceffity, in anfwer to 
Mr. Wefley. I had the following remarkable converfation, fays 
he, in Juns 21, 1774, with a free-will gentlemau, in the neigh- 
bourhood of London, and in the prefence of my friend, the 
Rev. Mr. Ryland. 

** God does all he poffibly can,’ faid the Arminian philofopher, 

© to hinder moral and natural evil. But He cannot prevail. Men 
¢ will not permit God to have his wih.’ -- Then the Deity,’ an- 
fwered I, ‘ muft certainly be a very unhappy being.‘ Not unhapy 
in the leaft,?——-——* What! meet witha conftant feries of crofles ; 
thwarted in his daily endeavors; difappointed of his wifhes ; dif- 
concerted in his plan of operations; defeated of his intentions ; 
embarrafied in his views; and a¢tually overpowered, every moment 
of every day, by numberlefs of the creatures He has made; and yet 
be happy under all this inceflant {eries of perplexing and mortify- 
ing circumftances ?’———* Yes: for he knows, that, in confequence 
of the Free-will, with which He has endued his rational creatures, 
He himéelf muft be difappointed of his wifhes ; and defeated of his 
ends ; and that there is no help for it, unlefs He had made us 
mere machines. He therefore tubmits to neceflity: and does not 
make himfelf uneafy about it.’ 
** Can any thing be more thockingly execrable, than fuch a de. 
grading and blafphemous idea of the ever blefled God ? And, con- 
fequently, is not the do&rine of human felf-determinability the 
moft daring, the moft incontiftent, the moft falfe, the moft con- 
temptible, and the moft atheiftical tenet, that was ever fpawned by 
pride and ignorance in conjunction ? A doétrine, which, in running 
away from the true neceility, coins an impoflible neceflity of its own 
inventing ; and, while it reprefents men as gods, finks God far below 
the level of the meaneft man { , 

*¢ Is not the adorable Creator of the world, the governor of it too? 
Or has He only built a ftage, for fortune to dance upon ? Does Al- 
mighty providence do no move than hold the diftaff, while contingency 
(i. e, while nothing) fpins the threads, and wreathes them into a 
line, for the firft caufe (very falfely fo called, if this be the cafe!) to 
wind upon his reel, and turn to the beft account He can? Arminians 
tay affirm it. But God forbid, that I fhould ever believe it, | 

** For my own part, I folemnly profefs, before God, angels, and 
men, that I am not confcious of my being endued with that felf- 
determining power, which Arminianifm afctibes to me as an indi- 
vidual of the human’ {fpecies, Nay, I am ‘clearly certaif, that I 
have it not. I am alfo equally certain, that I do not with to have 
it: and that, was it poflible for my Creator to make me an offer of 
transferring the determination of any one event, from his owa will 
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#0 mine: it would be both my duty and my wifdom, to entreat, t 
the fceptre might {till remain with himfelt, and that I ‘might have 
nothing to do in the direGtion of a fingle incident, or of # mych_ 
a fingle circumftance. ; 

“¢ Mr. Welley laments, that Neceffity is * The fcheme, w is 
* now adopted by not a few of the mof fenfible men in the nation”. + 
J agree with him, as to the fa&. But I cannot deplore it as a calar ..” 
mity. The progrefs, which that doétrine has, of laté years, made, 
and 1s flill making, in this kingdom; I confider as a mof happy and 
promi:in, fymptom, that the divine goodnefs has yet abundant 
mercys a referve, for achurch, the majority of whofe reputed mem- 
bers hive long apoftatized from her effential principles; and for a’ 
countr., whoete * morals have degenerated, in proportion to the cor- 
rupcons of its faith. 

oy the + fet time be nigh at hand, for our national recovery 

to rae yofp-1 and te virtue! thea fhail God, even our own God, 
five us his blefling.” 

In our author’s differtation on the fenfible qualities of matter, 
he fhews himfelf to be as orthodox a philoiopher as he is a 
civine, feeming to be as found a Newtonian as he is a Calvinift ; 
but as he chiefly contents himfelf with adducing and apply- 
ig the arguments of former writers, we mufi hese clofe the 
article, 
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ART. X. Fourteen Difcourfes, critical, explanatory, ond prac- 
tical, on difficult Texts: with an Appendix to the three firft 
Difcourfes. By Bartholomew Keeling, M. A. Reéior of T1, held 
and Bradden, in Northamptonfbire, and Chaplain to the Right 
Hon. Earl Temple. 8yo. 6s. Fletcher, Oxford. Walter, London. 


Thefe interefting difcourfes appear to have been printed. at 
different times, and to be now collefted for the firft time into the 


‘ sates 
* Take a fpecimen of the witiated ftate, ¢o which the free-will gangrene ow ol 
duced the moral tafte of this Chriftian and reformed country ; in the foll "§ 
admired lines, which are part of a yery applauded entertajnment, lately introdue 
on the Engiith ftage : 

€ With fport, Jove, and wine, fickle fortune defy: 

© Dull wifdom all happinefs fours. 
$ Since life 1s.no more than a paflage, at bef 3 
§ Let us ftrew the way over with tlow’rs.’ 4 

Was a religious and fenfible foreigner, whether Progetiant, or Popifh ; Jew, Maho- 
metan, or Heathen; to be informed, that fuch equaily deteftable and detpicable 
fentiments, as thofe, are heard with rapture at the Britith theatres, and chorvs’d 
with delight in numberiefs private companys, in every part of the kingdom : would 
he not be inclined to fet us down, in genera!, for a natin of Epicurean Atheitts, £t 
only to wallow in the Circxan fty ; quite loftto ail religion, plulofophy, virme, ond 
decency ; and no otherwile cotitled to the name of Man, than by perpendiculas ity 
of thape conneéted with the art of fpeaking ? 

¢ If prone in thought, ovr ftature is our fhame 5 

¢ And man thould bluthy his forehead fronts ihe tsies.” 

# Pfalm cii. x 3 
By 





Keeling’s: fourteen Difcaurfes, 


efent volume. The three firft relate to St. Paul’s remarkable 
with to.be accurfed from Chrift for the fake of his brethren; 
(Romans ix. 3.) which Mr. Keeling elucidates and vindicates 
from mifconftructions. The three next refpec Mofes’s petition 
to be blotted out of the book of God (Exodus xxxil. 31, 32, 33-) 
which he explains, and in like manner vindicates from mifcon- 
ftruction ; expatiating pretty largely on the excellence of Mofes’s 
chara&er.—The four fucceeding ferve to difplay the harmony 
of the three firft Evangelifts, in their accounts of the behaviour 
of the crucified malefaétors.—The four laft tend to expofe the 
alliance of herefy with deifm, and of deifm and apoftacy with 

‘the blafphemy that is not to be forgiven. Thefe are preached 
frem Romans iii. 18. ‘* Let no man deceive himfelf: If any man 
*- among you feemeth to be wife in this world, let him become a 
t* fool, that he may be wife.” In the courfe of thefe fermons, 
the pious preacher makes a comparifon between the antient and 
modern oppofers of the chriftian church; entering into am en- 
quiry into the fenfe and meaning of the pretended right to pri- 
vate judgement in religion. In thefe difcourtes, as indeed threugh- 
out the whole colleGion, the zeal and orthodoxy cf the preacher 
appears in a ftriking light, though difplayed in a ftile of mode- 
ration and decorum; which, becoming the fubjeét, we. fhould 
fincerely recommend to the reverend Author of the book re- 
viewed in the laf article. 

Under thote herefies, which, in the preacher’s opinion, grow 
into the horric fin of apoftacy, he reckons the difbelief of thofe 
fundamental doctrines of Chriftianity, the Trinity, the Incar- 
nation of our Saviour, and the Grace of the Holy Spirit. On 
this head, he obferves, that 

** The arguments of hereticks for liberty and free enquiry, like 
the pretences made by deifts of a regard for the interefts of the gofpel, 
aré a there cloak fora defign of modelling the revelation of Jéfus 
Chrift according to their own fancies; and both the doctrines and 
arguments infiited upon by each, when driven up to their true prin- 
ciples and unmafked, and alfo the pernicious effects of fuch dottrines 
and arguments upon men of weak and unfable minds, do swarrant us 
to pronounce the abettors of them to be falfe prophets wha come in 
fheep’s cloathing, whilft inwardly they are ravening wolves. It 
makes but little difference, except the mere faving appearances to 
men of fuperficial thought, whether the facred records of our reli- 
gion are immediately traduced, or whether the principles by which 
they are diltinguithed, are difparaged through the fides of the church 
and the ftewards of the myfteries of God * who teach the wholefome 
* words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the doftrine which is according 
* to godlinefs.? Every precedure which tends to difcredit thofe doc- 
trines which are the pillars of our moit lioly religion, and to intro- 
duce fcepticifm and uncertainty in thefe momentous points, however 
conducted and cloaked over with the plea of free enquiry or pretences 
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of an enlarged benevolence, ‘ is the fuggeflion of that carnal mind 
‘ which is enmity againft God and oar Lord Jefus Chrift; and pro. 
* ceedeth from him who was a murderer from the beginning, and 
¢ abode not in the truth, becaufe there is no truth in him.’ And all 
thefe arts muft be refolved into MiSodeve arowne, (if I may apply again 
the acute and lively delineation of our apoitle) a crafty treacherous 
defign to beguile unttable minds, and to lay open the fences of the 
vineyard, thatall they that go by may pluck off the grapes; i, e, de- 
ftroy the pure and genuine principles of religion, and the right wor- 
fhip of the deity which are fouad in the charch.” 

Ve agree with the preacher, that it makes but little difference, 
except for the faving appearances, whether the foundation of: 
the chriftian church be infidioufly undermined, or its walls in- 
folently mounted by ftorm: as we are affured nothing fhall 
prevail againft it, it can be in fact in no danger from either. 
With regard to the affailants, we conceive the attempt alfo may 
difer'in degree of criminality; at leaft a fuppofed infidious 
miner may not always be a malicious enemy. Zca/, indeed, 
cries out, ** He that is not for us is againft us ;” but while we 
think confiftently, and admit of the operation of free erace, and 
the fpiritual inability of the carnal mind to work out its own 
falvation, furely we muit make fome difference between the mo-. 
deft and diffident fceptic and the impucent, and arrogant apoftate. 
Surely there is fome difference between mere difbelitf and down 
right denial. Doubt is neither negative nor pofitive, it neither 
aflirms nor denies; Sceptici/m, therefore, mutt be at leaft fo far 
lefs criminal than Dogmati/m, as the affirming a falfehood is more 
criminal than the fimply doubting of a truth. We are difpofed 
to be of the preacher’s mind in refpect to the pretended chrif- 
tians, to whom he evidently alludes; but till they are more 
openly convicted of ihe finifter defigns imputed to them, we think 
chriftian charity fhould induce us to leave their condemnation to 
the great fearcher of all hearts; who beft knows to judge them. - 
** Herefy,” fays the preacher, ‘“¢ if it be underftood of merely 
“* difbelieving the article of the godhead of Jefus Chrift, it, 
‘* evén in this point, virtually amounts to, and implies the denying 
*¢ the chriftian religion ; as difowning the authority on which it 
** refts; as, on the contrary, the confeifion of this principle of his 
‘* divinity zmplies an acknowledgement of his whoie doétrine.” 
We admit of this,.and yet cannot help thinking, that in fo im- 
portant an accufation, the proof fhould be pofitive and explicit ; 
and that men fhould not be condemned by impiication, for denying 
what they only want God’s grace to believe. ‘The feeptic is an 
object of pity, the apoftate may merit punifhment We are per- 
fectly of the preacher’s opinion, with refpect to the truth of the 
fundamental principles of chriftianity, and the incompetence of 
duman reafon to judge of divine wifdom ; but, as men and pro- 
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teftants, we muft contend fo far for the right of exercifing pris 
vate judgment, in matters ef religion, as that men may be per, 
mitted to doubt till they are influenced by grace to believe. To 
inculcate the contrary doctrine, and fulminate anathemas againft 
the poor in fpirit and thofe of little faith, may tend to form pu- 
ritans and hypocrites, but will never increafe the number of real 
converts or true chriftians. 





ART. XI. Critica Sacra examined, or an Attempt to fhew that a 
new Method may be found to reconcile the feemingly glaring Va- 
riations in parallel Places of Scripture; and that confequently 
fuch Variations are no Proofs of Corruption, or Miftakes of 
Tranferibers. By Raphael Barub, 8vo, 5s. Hay. 

The prevailing tafte of the /earned of the prefent age, fays | 
Mr. Baruh, feems to be that of fcripture criticifm. ; 

«* This tafte, though indeed a laudable one, has led them, ftep 
after ftep, to perfuade themfelves of their being numberlefs cor- 
ruptions in the Hebrew text; all, at Jaft, it bas made them aflume 
the character of reétifiers, and correétors of thofe pretended corrup- 
tions, occafioned, as they imagined, by the inaccuracy and miftakes 
of tranferibers. Many and very judicious plans have been propofed 
by thefe learned men, to find out thofe corruptions ; and many in- 
genious methods have been devifed towards reforing the true reading 
to its primitive ftate. I do not pretend, in the following fheets, to 
enter into the great queltion, whether or not the Hebrew text has 
reached our hands in its primitive purity? I am fenfible that the 
generality of men of letters are {trongly of opinion that it has not ; 
nay, it is almoit univerfally held, that many corruptions have been 
ifitroduced by the negligence and carcleffnefs of Jewifh tranfcribers.”” 

Thus Mr, Baruh: but he need not haye been fo tender on 
this fubje&. That the Jews corrupted their fcriptures, either 
wilfully or accidentally, is an old accufation, fucceffively fup, 
ported by Morinus, Capellus, Voflius, Simon, Pezron, Le Clerc, 
and afterwards by Whifton; who were anfwered by Buxtorf and 
other German Divines, but particularly by Carpzovius, in his 
piece entitled, A Defence of the Hebrew Bible, in anfwer te 
the charge of corruption brought againft it by Mr. Whifton, in 
his Effay towards reftoring the true Text of the Old Teftament. 
Carpzovius, in particular, obferves, that Whifton ploughed with 
Morinus’s heifer; an expreflion we may adopt with refpe& to 
Dr. Kennicot, who has ploughed with Mr. Whifton’s heifer, 

‘as the Author of the Critica Sacra has dene with that of 
Dr, Kennicot. 

It is indeed fomewhat furprizing, that the Di/fértations and 
Critica Sacra fhould venture to make their appearance, after 
Carpzovius’s mafterly anfwer to Whifton, as if no fuch objections 
had already been made, aod no-anfwer given to them. However, 
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as trifling objeétions againft the truth have often produced im- 
portant anfwers in favour of it, fo thefe repetitions of old grie- 
vances may hence be more effectually redrefied, efpecially as at 
length they have excited the Jews themfelves to engage in the 
caufe, who may be fuppofed to underftand their own language, 
fynonimes and phrafeology better than any other people. Of 
this the author, of the tra& before us, hath given more than 
cne example. : 

The author of the Critica Sacra had recommended, as the 
means to difeover and corre& many errours in the Hebrew text, 
the comparing together the feveral correfpondent paflages of 
{cripture ; noting their difference ; and thence adopting thofe 
particular readings which beft agree with the tenour of the 
context and the rules of grammar. Our author would improve 
on this method, which neceffarily infers the corruption of the 
facred text, by other means that ferve to prove the moft 
refpectable criticks have been too precipitate in pronouncing 
fome of the paffages in queftion abfolutely corrupted; or that 
will ferve at leaft to make them a little more cautious in their 
propofed corrections. 

In the prefent tract our critick confines himfelf, however, ta 
thofe collations which relate to the book of Chronicles, as 
pointed out by the author of the Critica Sacra. This book is 
thought by fome to be the molt corrupted, as well as the lateft 
written book, in the Old Teftament: it is yet held in efteem, 
becaufe it frequently fettles the true reading of the other boeks, 
more ancient and important. 

*¢ Whoever, fays our critick, was the author of the book of Chros 
nicles, whether Ezra or any other, he certainly was an infpired and 
Jearned man; and it will be readily granted, that he wrote it at og 
near the time that the facred books were collected, and their canon 
eltablithed. One of the many reafons that might have induced him 
to write this book was, to throw light on thofe paffages which he 
purpofely copied out of others, and, by altering, or adding fome 
phrafes, meant only to explain fuch dark paflages, or to retolve a 
difficulty which ftared in the face of the reader, in thofe very an- 
cient accounts, as they ftood recorded*, ‘The author of the Chro- 
nicles evidently meant to record fome fatts, or things left out in 
former accounts, and likewife to fupply fome deficiency, or to intro- 
duce a different account of ‘fome circumftance in hiftory, as he found 
it regiftered in fome other authentick record, not quite agreeing with 
that recorded in thofg ancient books: for indeed it muft be confeffed, 
pat before the Babylonian captivity they were very much negleéted 
y the Jews; and the hardfhips and calamities, to which they were 
expofed during that period, were very unfavourable to the preferva- 
tion of the purity of ancient writings. He chofe rather this method 


® To the fame purpofe is given a hint, by the learned Dr. Bayly, in the Appeny 
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of repeating, with fome variations, what had been fo recorded, than 
to take upon himfelf to alter the originals ; not having in thefe points 
faficient authority from ancient copies. Indeed after a very accurate 
and mature obfervation it will be found, that the order in which he 
places the faéts, and even in the addition of a angle letter in a word, 
or the uling of a fynonimous phrafe, there is great meaning, and a 
tendency to anfwer fome good purpofe.” 

That this was his’ fcheme, apppears from feveral of our 
author’s remarks. A fhort fpecimen or two of whofe mode of 
criticifing we fubmit to our learned readers. 

Mr. Baruh’s pofition, relative to the names of perfons, viz. that 
the ancients made the name confiit in the idea, and not in the 
word, which name might be uttered by any word, that conveyed 
the fame idea, is very plaufible, as is alfo that which accounts 
for the feveral names of one and the fame perfon, given upon the 
fame or on a different occafion. 

Tic Author very clearly proves the manner of adoption 
pradifed by the ancient Jews, or the method they. had to en-~ 
creafe the ftock of their children, and even to propagate their 
family, in cafe of failure of male iffue, either by the wife giving 
a fervant maid to her hufband, with condition, that all the ifue 
fhould be looked upon as her own, as in the cafes of Sarah, 
Rachel and Leah; or by a father marrying a daughter to an 
utter ftranger, on condition, that the iffue of that marriage 
fhould be looked upon as belonging to the woman’s family, as in 
the cafe of Machir, of the tribe of Maneffch, giving his daughter 
Maaca to Hezron, of the tribe of Judah; and the iffue of that 
marriage were named after the tribe of Manefleh, and took his 
portion in the land of Canaan along with that tribe. 

The hiftory of David’s mighty men, and the explanation of 
that difficult paffage, feems to be agreeable to the very literal 
fenfe: his accounting for the want of one in the catalogue of 
Samuel is more ingenious and fatisfafory than all that has 
been before faid upon the fubject. According to his fyftem, 
there was no more than one ternary of mighty men of the firft 
rank, as there is no more than one fet mentioned in the text ;, 
he alfo plainly fllews that there is not the leafk occafion to have 
recourfe to two ternaries of mighty men, as it was fuppofed long 
fince by R. Levi, Ben Gerfhom and Abarbanel. In fhort, the 
whole of this paffage is minutely accounted for both in the 
book and in the appendix. 

The fenfe he gives to the verb [My feems to be the true 
one, and we think the Author proves it fatisfactorily to mean to 
finifh, to kill; and by this means not only accounts for fome va- 
riation in the paflages where this word is altered, but refle&s 
confiderable light on the hiftory of Saul, David and of Joath. 

The 
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The fenfe he gives to the words soon [DN is alfo ftriking, 
and by eftablifhing it as a titular name, the fame as 77999N, 
the chief, the principal woman in the king’s houfe, whether the 
king’s real mother or not, he folves many and great ditliculties, 
as we find one perfon to be the mother of both father and fon, 
and this opinion we think the Author plainly proves. ~ 

The idea aifo which he advances, that all the phrafes em~ 
ployed in Hebrew for a prophet and prophecy, mean likewife poet 
and poetry, is well elucidated; and as fome have faid that the 
name X) which generally fignifies a prophet, might mean alfo 
an orator, being derived from 3%}, which means to /peas, our 
author proves, that it means alfo poct; becaufe the prophet is an 

\ orator by his office, and that the name of &%'33,’or any other 
term ufed in the fenfe of prophecy may be ufed fora poet who 
is not prophet, and for poetry which is not prophecy. — 

On the whole, we think our critical examinant hath difplayed, 
throughout his performance, a confiderable thare of modefty, 
ingenuity and learning. 





ART. XII. 4 Voyage to the Ifland of Mauritius, (cr, Ife of 
France) the Tfle of Bourbon, the Cape of Good-Hope, Sc. With 
Obfervations and Reflections upon Nature, and Mankind. By a 
French Officer. Tranflated from the French by Fchn Parifh. 8v0. 
6s. Grifiin. 

Homo fum ; humani nihil a me alienum:puto. Terr. 

Speaking of the Ifle of France, Dr. Campbell, obferves that, 
incredible as it may feem, it is yet certainly ‘matter of faa, 
that, in the fpace of five years, Monf. de la Bourdonnais ren- 
dered this country a Paradife, which had been a defart for five 
thoufand, and this in fpite of the inhabitants, and of the com- 
pany, who being originally prejudiced by them, behaved ill to 
him at his return. He foon made the Cardinal de Fleury, 
however, fenfible of the true ftate of things, end compelled the 
company to acknowledge, though they did not reward, his fer- 
vices. He afterwards returned, as is weil known, into the 
Indies, and perfected the work he had begun; and to him it 
is owing that the I/le of France is at prefent one of the fineft, as it 
-qwas always one of the moft important and improveable [pots upon 
the Globe. 

It is from the formidable footing, which the French have got in 
this Ifland and that of Bourbon, the Engiifh Eait-India com- 
pany entertain no unreafonable fufpicion of an attempt on 
fome of their fettlements, fhould a rupture happen between 

- the courts of England and France. The relation of a voyage to 

thofe Iflands, becomes hence an obje& of concern to the bnglith 

' “reader; were there no other matters contained in it to excite 
his 





62. A Poyage to the Tfland of Maiuritiuss 


his curiofit;. The voyager, however, appears to be a maf 
above the common rank of itinerary obiervers ; whofe talents 
and difcernment in general fet vety limited bounds to their own 
obfervations, and of courfe to their reader’s information. If 
we except a fpice of crédulity, with which the prefent traveller 
feems to have been affected, his remarks are generally juft and 
ingenious ; a fpirit of benevolence and philanthropy breathing 
through the whole, which cannot fail to recommend his perfor-, 
mance to the fenfible and fufcéptible reader. The relation of 
this voyage is communicated in the form of letters; in which 
after giving an account of his arrival at the Ifland, with that of 
its firft fettlement and fittiation, at the begiining of thie laft 
war, the writer proceeds to a defcription of its prefent ftate, and 
the manners of its inhabitants. 

«* At length the late war in India, intindated upon the Ifle of 
France, the fcum of Europe and of Afia; bankrupts, ruined libertines, 
thieves, and wretches of every kind, who driven from the former by 
their crimes, and from the latter by the bad fuccefs of our arms, 
attempted to re-eftablifh their fortunes upon the ruins of the publics 
On the arrival of this fet of men, the complaints both general and 
particular of the inhabitants were augmented ; every character was 
traduced with an Afiatic ingenuity, hitherto unknown to the ca- 
lumniators of our climate; no woman was now looked upon as 
chafte, nor any man as honeft: all confidence and efteem were at an 
end. Thus by vilifying all mankind, they thought to reduce all man- 
kind to their own level. 

*¢ All their hopes being founded upon a change of the adminiftra- 
tion, they at laft effected their defign. The company in 1765 
yielding up to the King, a colony which had coft them fo much 
trouble and expence ;—order and peace were now expected to refume 
their feat, but it was found that this change had added new leaven 
to the fermentation: for a number of perfons were fent by authority 
from Paris to make their fortunes in an land, uncultivated and 
without any fettled trade, and where paper is the only currency. 
‘Thefe then were malecontents of another fort. 

“A party of the inhabitants who were grateful enough to con- 
tinue their attachment to the company, faw with grief, the intro- 
du&ion of the royal jurifdiction. The other party that had rec. 
koned upon the new government, feeing that none but ceconomical 
plans were adopted, felt their difappointment the more feverely, on 
account of the expeétations they had formed. 

«To thefe new differences were added the ¢diffentionsof bodies of 
men, who were at continual variance even in France,—the depart- 
ments of the marine,—the pen,—and the fivord ;—in fhort, the mind 
of every individual, being neither occupied by bufinefs, nor amufed 
by public entertainments, retired within itfelf, to brood over its 
own inquictudes. 

“* Difcord reigns all over the ifland, and has entirely extirpated 
that love of fociety which might be expected to prevail among 
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Frenchmen banifhed to a defert, furrounded by the feas, and at the 
end of the world. Each man is difcontented ;—each man wants to 
get a fortune—and to leave the place. To hear them talk, one would 
think the ifland would be again uninhabited, every man declaring he 
will go away next year, and fome of them have held this intention 
for thirty years paft, yet remain to make the fame declaration the 
year enfuing.” 

~ « From a commixture of a people of many different conditions, 
fays our voyager, there refults, as it were, a people of different na- 
tions who hate each other moft cordially. Probity and honour are in 
noeffeem. The cunning man is here the man of wit. It is however 
in my opinion a character worthy only of foxes; it is certainly not 
a property natural to the humau fpecies, and a wretched fociety muft 
that be, where it is looked upon as an eftimable quality. On the 
other hand, miftruftful or wary people are much difliked 3 this may 
appear acontradiction, but the reafon is, that there is lefs to be got, 
from perfons ufed to be on their guard, who may deteét and expofe 
thofé who would impofe upon them. They will flock about a man 
whom they know to be artful, and will affift him to the utmoftin 
duping the ignorant. 

*¢ Their infenfibility with refpe&t to the feeling which conftitute 
the happinefs of a generous mind, is extreme. They have no tafte 
for arts or literature, but deeply regret their abfence from the opera 
and the women of Paris. Every fentiment of humanity is here de- 
praved, nay, 1 may fay extin®. I was once at the funeral of a 
confiderable merchant, but faw no figns of affliction ; his brother-in- 
law remarked indeed that they had not dug the grave fo deep as it 
fhould have been. 

*¢ This indifference extends to all things about them. The ftreets 
and courts are neither paved, nor planted with trees; the houfes are 
meer cabbins of wood, which may be eafily removed from one place 
to another upon rollers. The windows have neither glafs nor cur- 
tains ; and the houfes have but little furniture, and that little very 
Shabby. \, 

** There is a fort of exchange, where people meet at noon and 
in the evening; here they make their bargains, ‘and rail at, and talk 
fcandal of their neighbours. ‘The married people in the town are 
very few. “Fhofe who are not rich, plead their circumftances as an 
excufe for continuing fingle: others fay they will not fettle till their 
return to France; but the true reafon is, their feldom or ever meeting 
with a repulfe in their attempts upon the negro girls. Befides, there 
are very few good matches for the men, ten thoufand franks* being 
a fortune but feldom heard of. 

‘« The greater part of the married people live upon their planta- 
tions. The women {carcely ever come to town but to a ball, or to 
eonfefs at Eafter. They are moft paffionately fond of dancings No 
fooner is a ball announced than they come in crouds, brought in 
palanquins, which are a fort of litter, and carried upon the fhoulders 
of four negroes, four others following as a relay. As many children 


* £.437,10 or theareabouts, according to the rete of exchangé. ;, 
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as there are in the family, fo many of thefe vehicles are there, and 
each attended as above by eight blacks. The hufbands who are 
prudent and faving, are very averfe to thefe excurfions, as hin- 
drances of the butinefs of the plantations; but the roads are fo bad, 
that a wheel carriave here is of no ule. 

‘© The women are rather pale, but well made, and in general 
handfome,—they have naturally a great flow of wit and fpirits, and 
if better educated would be moft agreeable companions, but I have 
known fome fo ignorant as to be unable to read. 

«¢ Ac their meetings they are referved and filent; each woman 
brings with her fome fecret pretenfions, either from ‘the fortune, the 
employ, or the birth of the hufband: others reckon upon their youth 
or their beauty ; an European looks with difdain upon a Creole, who 
as often looks upon the European as an adventurer.” 

Of the treatment of the negroes in this country, and the 
cuftom of enflaving them in general, our Voyager {peaks in a 
manner that does equal honour to his feclings and his probity. 

“ Fhey (the blacks) are ‘treated in the following manner: at 
break of day, a fignal of three fmacks of a whip calls them to work, 
eachi of theth betakes himfelf with his fpade to the plantations, wheie 
they work almott naked in the heat of the fun. ‘Their food is maize, 
bruifed, and boiled, or bread made of Manioc*, and their clothing, 
a tingle piece of linen. Upon the commiffion of the moit trivial 
offence, they are tied hand and foot to a ladder; the overfeer then 
comes with a whip like a pottilion’s, and gives them fifty, a hundred, 
or perhaps two hundred lafhes upon the back. Each ftroke carries 
off its portion of fkin. The poor wretch is then untied, an iron 
collar with three fpikes put round his neck, and he is then fent back 
to his talk. Some of them are unable to fit down for a month after 
this beating, which punifhment is inflicted with equal feverity on 
women as on men. 

*¢ In the evening, when they return home, they are obliged to 
ptay for the profperity of their matters ; and before they go to reit, 
they with him a good night. 

** There is a law in force in their favour, called the Code Noire, 
which ordzins, that they fhall receive no more than thirty lathes for 
any one offence,—that they fhal! nctworkon Sundays,—that they thalt 
€at meat once a week,—and have a new fhiit every year; but this 
Jaw is not obferved. Sometimes when grown too old to labour, they 
are tarned out to get their bread wheve they can. One day I fawa 
poor creature who was uothing but fkin and bone, cutting off the 
fieth of a dead horfe to eat;—It was one fkeleton devourmg another.” 

The reft of this letter contains particulars ioo difgufting and 
horrible to tranfcribe. For the honour of our voyager, how- 
everg we fhall cite the poftfcript ; although, for the credit of 
our London ironmongers, we hope the fiory of the iron-muzales, 

“related in a note by the tranflator, is not altegether true. 


* Arroot, for which the Englith have no name,—'Tis poilon, if eaten raw, but 
wholefonréland gcd,’ if boiled. T, 
e &. S. 
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‘* P.S. Whether coffee and fugar are really neceffary to the hap- 
pinéfs of Europe, is more than I can fay, but I affirm, that thefe two 
vegetables have brought wretchednefs and mifery upon America and 
Africa. The former is depopulated, that Europeans may have a land 
to plant them in; and the latter is {tripped of its inhabitants, for 
hands to cultivate them. 

‘* It is thought more for our intereft to have plantations for culti- 
vating ourfelves the commodities we want, than to purchafe them 
of our neighbours. But fince carpenters, bricklayers, mafons, and 
other worknien from Europe, can work in the open air, and expofed 
to the fun, why fhould not white men be employed in all forts of 
labour! But what then is to become of the proprietors of thefe lands ? 
I anfwer, they would become the richer by this means, An inhabi- 
tant would live at his eafe, where he to employ per farmers,— 
poffeffed of twenty-flaves, he fruggles in vain with an infurmountable 
poverty. The number of flaves here are computed at 2600, A 
yearly recruit of an eighteenth part of that number, is found abfo- 

utely neceflary. Hence we fee that the colony left to itfelf, would 
in eighteen years have been extirpated.——-So true is it, that without 
liberty and property, population muft decreafe,—and that injuitice 
and good hufbandry are incompatible. . 

“© The Code Noir, is {aid to be made for relief of the flaves, Be it 
fo—Yet does the cruelty of the mafters exceed the punifhinent it per- 
mits, and their avarice with-hold the food, the reft, and the rewards 
it decrees. If the poor wretches complain of this infringement, to 
who do they feek for redrefs? to judges, who are perhaps the 
tyrants, under whofe oppreffion they languifh. (ne 
_ * But fay they, thefe people are not to be reftrained, but by feve- 
rities. Punifhments muft be inflicted, iron collars with three points, 
whips, fetters for their legs*; and chains of iron for their necks 


* I cannot help attempting to defcribe in this place, a fort of iron mafk, or as it 
is more properly called 4 muzzle, great numbers of which, I am told, are kept by 
feveral wholefale ironmongers in this city, to fupply the orders of merchants and 
planters in the Weit-India iflands, I have feen one of them at the houfe of @ 
gentleman, as well known for his univerfal benevolence, as for his particular per- 
feverance in behalf of the African negroes, and who ufes it as an irom argument 
againft the toleration of flave holding. It is faftened round the neck of the wretched 
culprit, by a collar, from which rife fome bars of iron, forming the mafk and head 
pieces before the mouth is a round plate of iron, wherein are bored holes, to allow 
a fmall portion of breath to the wearer. there is alfo a place for his nofe. A 
flat piece.of iron goes into the mouth, and acts upon the tongue and glands, as a 
flavering-bit does upon thofe of a horfe, Worn by a man working beneath the 
fcorching rays of the fun in the torrid zone, it foon atcains a violent degree of heat, 
which with thé conftant flowing of the fa!iva, in a little time, excoriates the nofe, 
mouth and chin, and mutt occafion a torment, the very idea of which it would give 
me pain to convey to the reader—In Eng!and, we pvt upon a_ vicious horfe, or a 
mifchievous dog, a muzzle of leather,—this,—felf-prefervation dictates,——but 
whit cogent motive can urge the flave-holder, to put upon his fellow-creature—upon a 
man—a muzzle of iron ——I will tell the reader.—’Tis to prevent him, when at 
work, from fucking, or eating of the fogar-canes, herein denying him that indulgence 
which the Almighty God charged the Ifraelite, by the remembrance of his own 
flavery in Egypt, to thew to his beaft, when treading out the corn,—or from 
putting an end to his wretched exiitence, by cramming himéelf with the dirt of the 
ground.—A praétice to which the defpairing wretches are frequently driven by the 
mercilefs treatment of their worfe than Eygptian taik-matfters, 
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muft- be made ufe of—they mutt be treated like favage bealts, or 
the white people could not live like men. From this principle, fo 
grofsly unjuft, no confequences can be deduced, but what are equally 
unjuft and inhuman ; nor does it fuffice, that thefe poor negroes are 
viétims to the avarice and cruelty of the moft depraved of men, but 
they mutt alfo be the fport of their fophiftical arguments. ; 

“* Our priefts tell them, that the flavery of their prefent life, will 
enfure fo them a fpiritual liberty in heaven. But the greater part are 
bought at an age too late to learn French, and our miffionaries do 
not underftand-the language of the country. Moreover, thofe who 
have been baptifed, are not a jot better treated than the reft. 

** The planters add, that the negroes merit the vengeance of 
heaven, for the traffic they carry on. Are we then to take upon us 
to be their executioners? Let us leave the deftruction of kites to 
the vultures. 

*¢ IT am concerned to fee, that philofophers, who enter the lifts 
with fo mich alacrity to combat other abufes, fcarcely fpeak of this 
flavery of the negroes, beyond a degree of pleafantry. Indeed, it is 
a fubject they feem.defirous of avoiding. ‘They {peak of the maflacre 
of Paris, and of the Mexicans by the Spaniards, as if the crimes. of 
our days, and in which the half of Europe are concerned either as 
principals or.acceflaries, were not equal to them. Can they believe’ 
the iniquity of murdering a number of people of different perfua- 
fion to ourfelves, to be greater, than that of bringing mifery and 
torment of the fevereft nature upon a whole nation, to whom we are 
indebted for thofe delicacies which our luxury has rendered neceffary 

"#0 us? Thofe beautiful rofe and flame-colours, in which our ladies 
are drefled, cotton, of fo general ufe, coffee ana chocolate, now the 
only breakfaft ‘admitted to polite tables; the rouge with which the 
pallid beauty gives new bloom to her complexion ;—all thefe are 
prepared by the induftrious hand of the entlaved and oppreffed negro. 
Ye women of fenfibility and fentiment, who weep at the affecting 
ftory of a novel, or the reprefentation of a tragedy, know, that what 
coniftitutes your chiefeft delight, is moiftened with the tears, and 
dyed with the blood’ of men.” 

[To be continued. } 





ART. XIII. Philofophical Tranfaétions, giving fome Account of 
ibe prefent Undertakings, Studies, and Labours, of the inge- 
nious, in many canfiderable Parts of the World. Vol. LXF. 
For the Year 1775, art I. 4to. 7s. 6d. Davis. 

As; by a late determination of the Royal - Society, the 
Tranfactions are to be publifhed half-yearly, we purpofe to give 
the table of their contents at large, on the firft appearance of each 
publication; giving an abftraé or entering into a particular re- 
view of the feveral articles, as the novelty and importance of the 
fubje&, and the limits of our work will eccafionally permit. 

e ey, I, Extract 
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_. Contents of Vol. LXV. Part I. a 

‘TL. Extract of a letter from Dr, John Ingenhoufz, F.R.S. to Sir 
John Pringle, Bart. P.R.S. containing fome experiments on the 
‘Torpedo, made at Leghorn, January 1, 1773 (after having beew 
informed of thofe by Mr, Walth). Dated Salezburg, March 27, 
1773° 

II. An account of two giants caufeways, or groups of prifmatic 
balaltine columns, and other curious vulcanic concretions, in the 
Venetian State in Italy; with fome remarks on the characters of 
thefe and other fimilat bodies, and on the phyfical geography of the, 
countries in which they are found. Addreffed to Sir. John Pringle, 
Bart. P.R.S. by John Strange, Efq. F.R.S. 

IT, An inquiry to fhow, what was the ancient Engiifh weight 
and meafure according to the laws or ftatutes, prior to the reign of 
Henry the Seventh. By Henry Norris, Efguire. Communicated 
by Dr. Brocklefby. ’ “ae 

IV. The defcription of an apparatus for impregnating water with 
fixed: air; and of the manner of conducting that proeefs.. By Joha — 
Mervin Nooth, M.D..F.R.S. pate 

V. Account of a mufical inftrument, which was brought by Cap- 
tain Fourneaux from the Ifle of Amfterdam in the South Seas to 
London in the Year 1774, and given to the Royal Society. By 
Jofhaa Steele, Efquire, ina letter to Sir John Pringle, Bart. P.R.S. 

VI. Remarks on a larger fyftem of reed pipes from the Iile of 
Amfterdam, with fome obfervations on the nofe-flute of Otaheite. 
By Jofhua Steele, Efq. 

VII. Defcription of a new dipping-needle. By Mr. J. Lorimer, 
of Penfacola, in a letter to Sir John Pringle, Bart. P.R.S. 

VI. Bill of Mortality’ for Chefter for the year 1773, By J. 
Haygarth, M.D. F.R.S. 

IX. Experiments on a new colouring fubftance from the Ifland of 
Amfterdam, in the South Sea. Made by Mr. Peter Woulfe, F.R.S. 
at the defire of Sir John Pringle, Bart. P.R.S. 

X. Experiments and obfervations on thé gynnotus electricus, or | 
electrical eel. By Hugh Williamfon, M.D. comnmunicated by John 
Walth, Efgq. F.R.S 

XI. An account of the gymnotus‘electricus, or eleétrical eel. In 
a letter from Alexander Garden, M.D. F.R.S. to John Ellis, Efq. 
F.R.S. 
XII. Experiments and obfervations in an heated Room. -By , 
Charles-Blagden, M.D. F.R.S. ~~~ a ¢ 

XIII. The fuppofed effect of boiling upon water, in Sipetig it 
to freeze more readily, afcertained by experiments. By Jofeph 
Black, M.D. Profeffor of Chemiftry at Edinburgh, in a letter to Sir 
Johu Pringle, Bart. P.R.S. 

_ XIV. Experiments on the dipping needle, made by the defire of 
the Royal Society. By Thomas Hutchins. 

XV. A meteorological journal for the yor 1774, kept at the 
Royal Society’s houfe, by order of the prefident and council. — 

Of the above papers, the twelfth article, refpeCting experiments 
and ob{ervation} in an heated room, by Dr. Blagden, carries 
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with it the greateft air of novelty. The fubje& of it, at leaf, 
has been much talked of, about town, as a new and important 
difcovery. ‘The experiment, which appears to. have originated 
with. that ingenious chemift, Dr. George F ordyce, is that of 
heating rooms to a much higher degree, than it was formerly 
thought any living creature could bear. But Dr. Blagden’s. 
own introduétion, with the relation of one experiment, which 
will ferve to fhew the nature of the reft, will perhaps be more 
fatisfa€tory than a mere abftract. 

«¢ About the middie of January, feveral gentlemen and myfelf. 
received an invitation from Dr. George Fordyce, to obferve the effects 
of air heated to a much higher degree than it was formerly thought 
any living creature could bear. e all rejoiced at the opportunity of 
being convinced, by our own experience, of the wonderful power 
with which the animal body is endued, of refifting an heat vattly 
greater than its own temperature ; and our curiofity was not a little 
excited to obferve the circumftances attending this remarkable power, 
We knew, indeed, that of late feveral convincing arguments had 
been adduced, and obfervations made, to fhew the error of the com- 
mon opinions on this fubject ; and that Dr. Fordyce had himfelf proved 
the miftake of Dr. Boerhaave * and moft other authors, by fupporting 
many times very high degrees of heat, in the courfe of a long train of 
important experiments; with which, and his moft philofophical con- 
eluufions from them, every lover of {cience muft earneftly with that he 
may foon favour the public, In the mean time, I am happy in an 
opportunity of laying before this Society the following fhort account, 
of fome of thefe experiments, and of the views with which they were 
uridertakeni ; for the particulars of which I am obliged to Dr. Fordyce 
himfel€. 

“* Dr. Cullen long ago fuggefted many arguments ,to fhew, that 
life itfelf Wad a power of generating heat, independent of any com-. 
mon chemical of mechanical means; for, before his time, the received 
opinidns were, that the heat of animals arofe either from fri€tion or 
fefiientation ¢. Governor Ellis in the year 1758 obferved f, that a 
mian can live in-air of a greater heat than that of his body ; and that 
thé body, in this fituation, continues its own colds The Abbé Chappe 
D’*Auteroche informs us, that the Ruffians ufe their baths heated to 
60° |j of Reaumur’s thermometer, about 160 of Fahrenhcit’s, without 
takilig notice, “however, of the heat of their bodies when bathing. 


% Elem. Chemizx, tom. i. p. 277, 278. 

+ Ta do further juitice to the philofophy of this moft ingenious and refpeétable pro~ 
feflor; I moft Keres declare, that during my ftay in Edinburgh, from the year 1764t0 
1769, the idea of a power in animals of generating cold (that was the expreffion) when ° 
the heat ofthe atwnofplitre excceded the proper temperature of their bodies, was pretty 
generally received among the ttudents of phyfic, from Dr. Cullen’s arguments ; in 
confequence of which I applied 2 thermometer, in a hot fummer day, to the belly of 
a frog, and found the quickfilver fink feveral degrees: a rude experiment indeed, 
but ferving to confirm the general faa, thatthe living body pofteiles a power of refiit« 
ing the communication of heat. 

t Philofophical Tranfastions, vol, i. p. 7535. 

|| Voy. en Siberié, tom. i. p. 51. 
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With a view to add further evidence to thefe extraordinary facts, and 
to afcertain the real effects of fuch great degrees of heat on the humah 
body, Dr. Fordyce tried the following experiments. 
‘* He procured a /uite of rooms, of which the hotteft was heated 
flues in the floor, and by pouring upon it boiling water ; and th 
fecond was heated by the fame flues, which paffed through its floor to 
the third. The ark room was nearly circular, about ten or twelve 
feet in diameter and height, and covered with ‘a dome, in the top of 
which was a {mall window. . The fecond and third rooms were fquare, 
and both furnifhed with a fky-light. ‘There was no chimney in thefe 
rooms, nor any: vent for the air, excepting through crevices at the 
door. In the firft room were placed three thermometers ; one in the 
hotteft’ part of it, another in the cooleft part, and a third on the 
table, to be ufed occafionally in the courfe of the experiment: the 
frame of this laft was made to turn back by a joint, fo as to Jeave the 
ball and about two inches of the ftem quite bare, that it'might be 
more conveniently applied for afcertaining the heat of the bady, ‘and 
feveral other purpofes, sah 
XPERIMENT SL 
In the firft room the higheft thermometer ftood at 120°, the loweft 
at 110°; in the fecond room the heat was from go® to 85°; the third 
room felt moderately warm, while the external air was below the 
freezing point. About three hours after breakfaft, Dr, Fordyce 
having taken off all his cloaths, except his fhirt, in the third room, 
and being furnifhed with wooden thoes, or rather fandals tied on 
with lift, entered into the fecond room, and ftaid five minutes in a 
heat of go°, when he began to fweat gently, He then entered the 
firft room, and ftood in the part heated to110°; in about half a mi- 
nute his fhirt became fo wet that he was obliged to throw it afide, and 
then the water poured down in ftreams over his whole body.’ Having 
yemained ten minutes in this heat of 00°, he removed to the part 
of the room heated to 120°; and after ftaying there twenty minutes, 
he found that the thermometer placed under his tongue, and held in 
his hand, ftood juft at 100°, and that his urine was of the fame tem* 
perature. His pulfe had gradually rifen till it made 145 pulfations in 
aminute. The external circulation was greatly increafed ; the veins 
had become very large; and an univerfal rednefs had diffufed itfelf over 
the body, attended with a ftrong feeling of heat. His refpiration, 
however, was but little affected. Here Dr. Fordyce remarks, that 
the moifture of his fkin moft probably proceeded chiefly from the 
condenfation of the vapour in the room upon his body. He con- 
cluded this experiment in the fecond: room, by plunging into water 
heated to 100°; and, after having been wiped dry, was-carried home 
jn a chair; - but the circulation did not fubfide for two hours, after 
which he walked out in the open air, and fcarcely felt the cold, _ 
Dr. Blagden relates fome other experiments, at which were 
prefent Capt. Phipps, Mr. Banks and Dr. Solander; all tending 
to the fame purpofe: on which Dr. Blagden makes the following 
remarks. hts ; OE eh 
“« Thefe experiments, therefore, prove in the cleareft manner, 
that the body has a power of amores heat. To fpeak jufly an 
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this fabject, we muft call it a power of deftroying a certain degree 
of heat communicated with a certain quicknefs. ‘Therefore in efti- 
mating the heat which we are capable of refifting, it is neceflary: to 
take into confideration not only what degree of heat would be com* 
municated to our bodies, if they poffefled no refifting power, by the 
heated body, before the equilibrium. of heat was efteéted ; but alfo 
what time that heat would take in pafling from the heated body into 
our bodies. In confequence of this compound limitation of our 
refifting power, we bear very different degrees of heat in different 
mediums. The fame perfon who felt no inconvenience from air 
heated to 211°, could not. bear quickfilver at 120°, and could juft 
bear rectified fpirit of wine at 130° ; that is, quickfilver heated to 
120° furnifhed, in a given time, more heat for the living powers to 
deftroy,: than {pirits heated to 130°, or air to 211° *. And we had 
in the heated room where our experiments were made, a ftriking 
though familiar inftance of the fame. All the pieces of metal there, 
even our watch chains, felt fo hot, that we could fcarcely bear to 
touch them:for a moment, whilft the aif, from which the metal, 
had derived all its heat, was only unpleafant. ‘The flownefs with 
which air.communicates its heat was further fhewn, in a remarkable 
manner, by the thermometers we brought with us into the room, 
none of which at the end of twenty minutes, in the firft experiment, 
had acquired the real heat of the air by feveral degrees. It might 
be fuppofed, that by an aétion fo very different from that to which 
we are accuflomed, as deftroying a large quantity of heat, inftead 
of generating it, we muft have been greatly difordered. And indeed 
we experienced fome inconvenience; our hands fhook very much, 
and we felt a confiderable degree of languor and debility ; I had 
alfo a noife and giddinefs in my head. But it was only a fmall 
pare of our bodies that exerted the power of —— heat with 
uch a violent effort as feems neceflary at firft fight. ur cloaths, 
contrived to guard us from eold, guarded us from the heat on the 
fame principles. Underneath we were furrrounded with an atmo- 
{phere of air, cooled on one fide to 98°, by being in contaét with 
our bodies, and on the other fide heated very flowly, becaufe woollen 
is fuch a bad conductor of heat. Accordingly I found, toward the 
end of the firft experiment, that a thermometer put under my 
cloaths, but not in contaé with my fkin, funk down to 110°. On 
this principle it was that the ahimals, fubjefted by M. Tillet to 
the interefting experiments related in the Memoirs of the Academy 
of Sciences for the year 1764, bore the oven fo much better when 
they were cloathed, than when they were put in bare: the heat 
actually applied to the greateft part of their bodies was confiderably 


* Thefe numbers are the refule of fome experiments which were made on the firft 
of February, in a room where the heat of the air was 65°. Mr. Banks and 1 found 
that we could bear fpirits which had beeh eonfiderably heated and were now cooling, 
when the thermometer came to the r3oth degree ; cooling oil at 129° ; cooling water 
at 123°, cooling quickfilver at 1r7°. And thete points were pretty nicely ‘deters 


‘mined; fo that though we could bear water very well at 123%, we could not bear it 


at 125%, an experiment in which Dr, Solander joined us, And our feelings with 
refpect to a thefe points, fcomed pretty exactly the fame. 
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Jefs in the firft cafe than in the laft. As animals can deftroy only a 
certain quantity of heat in a given time, fo the time they can con- 


tinue the full exertion of this deftroying power feems to be allo 


limited ; which may be one reafon why sve can bear for a certain 
time, and much longer than can be neceflary to fully heat the 
cuticle, a Aegree of heat which will at length prove imtolerable. 
Probably both the power of deftroyiug heat, and the time for which 
it can be exerted, may be increafed, like moft other faculties of the 
body, by frequent exercife. It might be partly on this principle 
that, in M, Tillet’s experiments, the girls who had been ufed to 
attend the oven bore, for ten minutes, an heat which would raife 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer to 280°: in our experiments, towel, 
not one of us thought he fuffered the greateft degree of heat that he 
was able to fupport. 

*¢ A principal ufe of all thefe facts is, to explode the cOmmon 
theories of the generation of heat in animals, No attrition, no fer- 
mentation, or whatever elfe the mechanical and chemical phyficians 
have devifed, can explain a power capable of producing or deftroy- 
ing heat, juft as the circumftances of the fituation require. A power 
of fuch a nature, that it can only be referred to the principle of life 
itfelf, and probably exercifed only in thofe parts of our bodies in 
which life feems peculiarly to refide. From thefe, with which no 
confiderable portion of the animal body is left unprovided, the gene- 
rated heat may be readily communicated to every particle of inani- 


mate matter that enters into our ;compofition. This power of gene- . 


rating heat feems to attend life very univerfally. Not to mention 
other well known experiments, Mr. Hunter found a carp preferve 
a coat of fluid water round him, long after all the reft of the water 
in the veffel had been congealed by a very trong freezing mixture. 
And as for infeéts, Dr. Martine * obferved, that his thermometer, 
buried in the midft of a fwarm of bees, rofe to 97%. It feems ex- 
tremely probable, that vegetables, together with the many other 
vital powers which they poffefs in common with animals, have fome- 
thing of this property of generating heat. I doubt, if the fudden 
melting of fnow which falls upon grafs, whilft that on the adjoining 
gravel walk continues fo many hours unthawed, can be adequately 
explained on any other fuppofition. Moift dead fticks are often 
found frozen quite hard, when in the fame garden the tender growing 
twigs are not at all affeted. And many herbaceous vegetables, of 
no great fize, refift every winter degrees of cold which are found 
fufficient to freeze large bodies of water. It may be proper to add, 
that after each of the above-mentioned experiments of bearing high 
degrees of heat, we went out immediately into the open air, without 
any precaution, and experienced from it no bad effect, The languor 
and fhaking of our hands foon went off, and we have not fince fuf> 
fered the leaft inconvenience.” "age 2 me 
Such is Dr. Blagden’s account of this xew and wonderful dif- 
covery. For our part, however, we fee nothing at alf new OF, 
wonderful in the bufinefs, except that fo many confeffedly in- 


* Effays Medical and Philofophical, p. 331y : 
F 4 geniov 
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genious and fenfible experimentalifts fhould fall into fo egregious 
an error as to fuppofe the air to be always of the fame tempe- 
rature or degree of heat with the thermometer. This inftrument, 
indeed, is vulgarly fuppofed to be the meafure of the heat or 
cold of the circumambiént air, but in philofophy and faé it is 
the meafure only of the heat or cold of the furrounding bodies 
of equal tenacity and denfity. The air is incapable of being 
made hotter than any other homogeneous body of equal dentity; 
and we might with as much truth and propriety affirm that, be-. 
caufe a barometer meafures the weight of the atmofphere, the cir- 
cumambient air is of equal fpecific weight with the mercury in the 
etube, as that the heat of the air is equal with that of the mer- 
cury in the thermometer. Nay, were it not for the attrition and 
fermentation of the heterogencous folids, that float in the atmof- 
phere, we are firmly perfuaded the air would not be. fufcep- 
tible of heat at all; notwithftanding it would communicate the 
heat of. the furrounding bodies to each other *. The heat of bo- 
dies ftands exactly in the fame predicament with their motion, 
The quantity communicated from one to another follows the fame 
general ratio: what the one lofes the other gains, and that, if 
homogeneous in proportion to their denfity. As to the miftake of 
Boerhaave; his medical authority might carry weight with it into 
other branches of fcience; it merited, otherwife, as little notice 
as his futile argument to prove fire to be a body. The fuggeftion 
of Dr. Blagden about Life’s generating cold, deduced oddly. 
enough from Dr, Cullen’s notion of its generating heat + is alfo 
equally puerile. Lzfe generates heat and cold!—For truth’s: 
fake, what is Life? And what is heat and cold? Are they not all 
adventitious to body ?—At leaft in animal bodies where there is 
no beat there is no /ifz, and where there is no ‘> it is always cold. 
But hot and cold are merely relative terms and life a circum/tantial 
one. By generating heatin an animal body, fo cold as.to /eem dead, 
and to. .4« fo without it, we fee it frequently revive ; agreeable to 
the old notion that heat generates, or at leaft promotes the propo- 
gation of, life, as millions of experiments inconteftibly prove ; 
but to fay that cold or heat is effential to life or that life can ge- 
nerate either,; independent of chemical or mechanical means, is 
proftituting the ufe of words and recurring to occult qualities ;. 
to account abfurdly for things, becaufe we have not yet made fufi- 
cient.difcoveries to account tor them philofophically. In regard to 
thefe experiments exploding the common theories of the generation 





* Nor is this to be wondered at. It ‘s well known that pel'ucid watcr will tranf- 
mit the rays ‘of. the fan, .even when colleéted into a. focus, without being heated it- 
felf, though after tran{miffion the very fame rays will heat and even burn a folid body 
on which they may be thrown, 
~#% Whoevet recollects the fable of the traveller and the fatyr, will eafily account 

\\. for this feeming contradiction, as we!l as for one of the obfervations recorded in 
» \, ‘fe exper ments. A living body can blow both hot and cold; ergo Jife generates 
th, \, oa and heat. Rifum Tencacis; Philofopbi ! 
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of heat, by attrition and fermentation, and referring “it to the 
principle of life, it puts us in mind of the rogue of a mock- 
doétor in Moliere’s Medecin Malgré lui, who admitted that the 
heart lay on the deft fide formerly; but affirmed that the College 
hadaltered a// that, and that’ now it lies on the right. As we 
underftand, however, that Dr. Fordyce hath made a number of 
experiments fince, in order to fet this matter in a clearer light, 
we will not anticipate the judgement of the reader, but wait with 
patience, for farther information, before we declare our fentiments 
more fully on the occafion. — 





Pp ACUM PHL Sr s 
POLITICS 


Art. XIV. 4 Letter to Edmund Burke, E/q. Member of Parliament 
* for the City of Briftol, and Agent for the Colony of New York, eu 
in Anfwer to his printed Speech, faid to be fpoken in the Houfe of 

Commons, on the 22d of March, 1775. By Foftah Tucker, D.D. 

Dean of Glocefter. .8vo. 1s. Glocefter, Raikes.—London, Cadell, 

Mr. Burke having been pleafed, as Dean Tucker fays, to beftow 
much abufe and fcurrility on him, in his fenatorial {peech of the 
rgth of April, 1774, the Dean has here attempted to retaliate on the 
{peech-maker, by a critical examination of his famous oration of 
March 22, 1775. Our readers may remember that we took notice 
of the flimzy rhetoric, made ufe of by the {peaker in that celebrated 
harangue ; citing the very paflage which among others is quoted by 
the letter-writer*, .Not that we give at all into the Dean’s general 
notions of politics, or think he will ever prove Mr. Locke’s fyftem 
incompatible with real liberty. 

We did not, indeed, enter into Mr. Burke’s argument of taxing the 
Americans as it appeared to us; as it does to the Dean, elaborately 
diffufe and ftudioutly ambiguous. 

** My only difficulty, fays Dr. Tucker to Mr. Burke, is, to ftate 
your meaning with accuracy and precifion :—Not that you yourfelf 
are unable to exprefs your own thoughts with the utmoft clarne/s, aS 
well as exergy; but you are wawillinz. For you excell in the 
art of ambiguous expreflions, that is, in giving one fenfe to your 
readers, ont of referving another to yourfelf, if called upon to defend 
what you have faid ;—you excel, I fay in this art, perhaps the moit 
of any man living. Sometimes you exprefs more than you mean ; 
and at other times lefs; but at all times, you have one general end 
in view, viz. To amute with tropes and figures, and great fovelling 
avords, your audience or your readers, and not to let them fee your 
@rift and intention, ’till you have drawn your net around them.” 





* See the London Review for January, 1775. 
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There is certainly.a ftriking likenefs in this fketch of our orator’s 
figure. We with it bore a lefs refemblance ; as we conceive /icerity 
in a fenator of at leaft as much importance as ingenuity. The matter, 
of right, in refpeét to the taxation of the colonies, being by Mr. 
Burke himfelf put out of the queftion, that of expediency of couric 
remains only on the carpet. On this head the orator had obferved 
that there was nothing new or furprifing in the diffatisfaction and 
revolt of the Americans; all governments in all ages having found 
the fame difficulty in the management of diftant colonies. 

* In large bodies, the circulation of power muft be lefs vigorous 
* at the extremities. Nature has faidit. ‘The Turk cannot govern 
* Egypt, and Arabia, and Curdiftan, as he governs Thrace; nor 
* has he the fame dominion in Crimea and Algiers, which he has 
* at Brufa and Smyrna. Defpotifm itfelf is obliged to truck and 
‘« buckfer. The Sultan gets fuch.obedience as he can. He governs 
* with a loofe rein, that he may govern at all ; and the whole of the 
* force and vigour of his authority in his centre, is derived from-a 
* prudent relaxation in all his borders. Spain in. her [American] 
¢ provinces, is, perhaps, not fo well obeyed as you are in yours. 
* She complies too; fhe fubmits, fhe watches times. ‘This is the-im+ 
* mutable condition, the eternal law, of extenfive and detached 
« empire.’ 

- To this Dean Tucker makes anfwer : , 

*¢ The immutable condition! the eternal law! of extenfive and 
detached empire! pray, Sir, on which fide of the queftion were you 
retained ? And whofe caufe are you now pleading? I have heard of 
lawyers in great practice, who, through hurry and inattention, mif- 
took one brief for another, and then pleading ona contrary fide to 
that on which they were retained, did not perceive their error, ’till 
their clients had loft their caufe. Whether any thing of the like 
kind has happened to you, is more than I can fay. But it is matter 
of aftonifhment to all, to your own friends and admirers, as well as 
to others, that you fhould bring fuch arguments as thefe, to prove 
the neceflity of continuing an union of empire between Great- 
Britain and the detached .continental powers of North-America. 
You inftance the cafe of Spain : but to what end or purpofe have 
you brought in the prefent argument? For if it be, to difplay the 
benefit and advantage of diitant.and extenfive colonies, you furely 
are the moft’unfortunate of all men living in the nature of vour 
proofs: Spain being a ftrikingexample, and full illuftration, of the 
direct contrary. Spain, Sir, as you well know, was, before it was 
feized with an epidemic madnefs of fettling the colonies in America, 
one of the richeft, the beft peopled, the beft cultivated, and the 
moft flourifhing country in Europe. It was faid to have contained 
at leaft twenty millions of inhabitants: its cities were numerous and 
opulent, abounding with manufactures of various Kinds, and par- 
ticularly with thofe of filk and wool. But now alas! how fallen! 
what is Spain! where are its manufatures! where its inhabitants ! 

‘¢ The laft enumeration of its inhabitants, was, I think, in the 
year 1766: and the numbers then given in, were between fix and 
tcven millions of perfons of an age fufficiently adylt to receive the 
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facrament at Eafter. The Queftion therefore between you and me 
is reduced to a few fingle points, fimple in themfelves, and eafy to 
be underftood ; viz. Whether Spain, with its prefent number of in- 
habitants (or if you pleafe, with double its present number) and allo 
with vaft and extenfive colonies in South-America, is richer and 
ftronger than it was, with its twenty millions formerly, and without 
any colonies at all? And 2dly. What prudential courfe ought Spain 
to take in its prefent fitaation ; viz. Whether to call off as many 
American fubjeéts as it can, and entirely to abandon all thofe im- 
menfe and diftant regions, «which it cannot govern, turning its cares 
wholly to the re-peopling and improving of old Spain ? Or whether to ga 
on fill in its prefent mode, trucking and huckflering, and getting fuch 
an obedience as it can [which you fay is the cafe even with the Grand 
Turk] watching times, governing and fubmitting by turns, and 
complying with this American [pirit as with a neceffary evil? Now, Sir, 
as thefe are the quettions to be decided ; let the impartial world judge 
‘between, and determine for us. And after that decifion, lét an ap- 
plication be made, mutato nomine, to Great Britain-and her colonies,” 
As to the thirteen propofitions printed at the end of Mr. Burke’s 
fpeech, including the particulars of Mr. Burke’s “ Heaven-born pa- 
cific fcheme.” What do they amount to? Why, truly, fays the 
Dean to this; ‘* If we will grant the colonies all that they hall 
require, and ftipulate for nothing in return; they will be at peace 
with us.” 
“« The fum total of which may be thus expreffed, dear and forbear. 
* Bear with, and fubmit to the colonies in every thing, while they 
* continue to acknowledge the fame head of the empire, the fame 
* king with ourfelves:—But forbear to compel them, directly or in- 
* directly, to make any provifion either for the general defence of the 
* empire, or for the particular ufes of their king, towards whom they 
* profeffed fuch loyalty,—if they are not voluntarily difpofed to 
« make thefe grants.’ Mr. Burke may not approve of this comment 
on his doétrine, becaufe it develops his meaning a little too plainly, 
and’ mal-apropos. But I appeal to the world, whether his fcheme of 
pacification can be underitood, I mean pradically underftood, in any 
other fenfe? In thefe thirteen propofitions every demand of the colo- 
nies is complied with in efe4, though not fotidem verbis. And theit 
compliance or conceffion is to be confidered, not as fome temporary 
indulgence, or matter of favour to be refumed at pleafure ;—but as a 
matter of right, and as the terms of the folemn league and covenant, 
which the two Britith nations of Europe .and ‘America are to enter 
into, and as a grand focial compac to remain inviolable for ever, 
‘Therefore the natural quettion is, what is granted, or to be-granted, 
to Great Britain in return for fuch conceflions ?—Nothing at all. 
But is it not ftipulated, that the North Americans fhall, for the fu 
ture, at leaft bear their own expences? No, by no means. © They 
dre to have the fole power either of granting, or of refufing to grant, 
any money even for their own eftablifhments. Now, if they fhould 
refufe to make thefe neceffary grants, as they have frequently done, 
what courfe is to be taken with them? Are we to compel them to 
make provifion for their own fervices? No, by nomeans: For this 
13 
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is contrary to the exprefs words of the intended treaty. Are we then 
to abandon them, and give them up, telling them, that we will! not 
be troubled any ‘longer with fuch unreafonable people’? ‘Nor thar : 
For, provided they fhall continue to acknowledge the fame king, the 
fame general head of the empire whom we acknowledge, they will 
have fulfilled all their engagements :—And Great Britain mut do 
the reft. ‘Therefore the words of the orator, at page 58, are both juft 
and emphatical :—‘ Mine [my plan} 13 gratuitous, and unconditional, 
‘and not held out as a matter of bargain and fale.’ Indignant 
reader, make thine own reflections! Had we been abfolutély cons 
quered by the arms of America, what other terins of flavery could 
have been impofed upon us?” 

On the whole, though the Dean mav be thought by many to be 
on the wrong fide the queftion, he is, with regard to his antagonift, 
én the right fide of the argument. But, alas! the’ fword is now 
drawn, that ultima ratio regum, which, whether right or ' wrong, 
will probably decide the difpute ! 


Art. XV. Marmor Norfolcienfe: or an Effay on an ancient prophetical 
Infcription, in Monkifo Rhyme, lately difcovered near Lynn in Nor- 
folk. By Probus Britannicus. Printed and publifhed in the year 
1739+ A xew Edition, with Notes and a Dedication to Samuel 
Folnfen, LL.D. By Tribunus. See London Review for June. 

We place ‘this pamphlet under the head of fo/itics, ‘leatt the curious 
antiquarjan fhould meet with a ferious difappointment, in conceiving 
this Feu a’ Ejprit to be any real difcovery of the remains of an- 
tiquity. The truth is, it is a mere production of the imagination, 
like the famous pamphlet entitled the Antiquities of Wheatfield ; 
though by no means fa laughable and innocent. On the other hand, 
we feldom meet with any thing written with fo much flrength and 
virulence ; it being a fatire or rather an invective againft the houfe 
of Hanover,’ and particularly king George ‘the Second. It is im- 
puted to the celebrated author of the Rambler, to’whom it is dedi- 
cated in a humorous preface, and faid to be one of his earlieft pro- 
auctions: The author, after giving an account of the pretended dif- 
covery of the ftune, in which the Prophecy is faid to have been en- 
graved, gives the infcription itfelf with his own tranflation and 
comments. ¢; 


ORIGINAL FRANSLATION. 


POST-GENITIS. TO POSTERITY 
Com Lapidem hunc, magni , Whene’er this flone, now hid beneath the lake, 
Qyi nunc jacet Incola Stagni The horfe thall trample, or the plough thall 
Ve! Pede Equus tanget, break, 
Vet Arator Vomere franget, Then, O my country ! halt thou groan diftreft, 
Sentiet gra Metus, " . . : P 
Effandet Patria Fletus, Grief fwell thine eyes, and terror chill thy- 
Littoraque ut Fluétu, breaft. . 
Refonabunt Oppida Lutu; * Thy ftreets with violence of woe fhall found, 
Nam feecunda rubri Loud as the billows burfling on the ground. 


Serpent 
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Serpent per Prata Colubri, 
Gramina vattantes, 

Flores Fruétufue vorantes, 
‘Omnia feedantes, 
Vitiantes, et {poliantes ; 
Quanguam haud pugnaces, 
Yount per cunéta minacesy 
Fures abfque Timore, 

Et pingues abfque Labore. 
Horrida dememtes 

Rapiet Difcordia Gentes, 
Piurima tune Leges 
Mutabit, plurima Reges 
Natio, converfa 

in Rabiem tunc contremet Urfa 
Cynthia, tunc latis 
¥Florebunt Lilia Pratis, 
Nec fremere audebit 

Leo, fed violare timebit, 
Omnia confuetus 

Populari Pafcua letus. 
Ante Oculos Natos 
Calceatos et Cruciatos 

Jam feret ignavus, 
Vetitaque Libidine pravus. 
En quoque quog mirum, 
Quod dicas denique dirum, 
Sanguinem Equus fugit, 
Neque Bellua victa remugit. 


Then through thy fields fhall {carlet reptile? 
ftray, 

And rapine and pollution mark their wav. 

Their hungry dwarms the peaceful vale thalf 
fright, 

Still ferce to threaten, fill afraid to fight ; 

The teeming year’s whole product fhall devout, 

Tnfatiate pluck the fruit, and crop the flow’r: 

Shall glutton on the induftrious peafants {poil, 

Rob without fear, and fatten without toil. 

Then over the world thall difcord ftretch her 
wings, 

Kings change their laws, and kingdoms change 
their kings, 

The bear enrag’d th’ afffighted moon thafl dreads 

The lilies o'er the vales triumphant {pread; 

Nor thall the lions wont of old to reiga 

Defpotic o’er the defolated plain, 

Henceforth th’ inviolable bloom invade, 

Or dare to murmur in the flow’ry glade 5 

His tortur’d fons fhall die before ‘his face, 

While he fies melting in a lewd embrace; 

And, yet more firange! his veins a horfe thell 
drain, 


. Nor fhall the paffive coward once complain. 


Of the Comment we may obferve in general, that it abounds with 





refle€tions, as injurious as hatred and malevolence could inveat, again 
the houfe of Brunfwick; or rather, as before obferved, againtt our - 
late excellent king George the Second. Unluckily, however, for a 
penfioner of George the Third, many of thofe reflections may be 
thought to bear a more ftriking application to the prefent times tha 
thofe in which this invective was written, OF this kind are the fol. 
lowing, - ’ 

oe Our monarchs are furrounded with refined fpirits, fo penetrating 
that they frequently difcover in their mafters great qualities invifible 
to vulgar eyes, and which, did not they publith them to mankind,- 
would be unobferved for ever. 

*¢ Nor is it eafy to find in the fives of our monarchs many inftances 
of a regard for pofterity. 1 have feldom in any of the gracious 
fpeeches delivered from the throne, and received with the higheft 
gratitude and fatisfaftion by both Houfes of Parliament, difcevered 
any other concern than for the current year, for which fupplies are 
generally demanded in very prefling terms, and fometimes fuch as 
imply no remarkable folicitude for pofterity. 

‘« Nothing indeed can be more unreafonable and abfurd, than to 
require that a monarch, diftracted with cares and-furrounded with 
enemies, fhould involve himfelf in fuperfluous anxieties by an un- 
neceflary concern about future generations. Are not mock-patriots,: 
mafaerades, operas, birth-nights, treaties, conventions,. reviews, 
drawing-tooms, and the births of heirs, fufficient to overwhelm any’ 
er but that of a king? Surely he that acquits himfelf fuccefs- 
fully of fuch affairs, may content himfelf with the glory he acquires, 
ead leave pofterity to his fucceflors.” 
ball (3 
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‘« Tt has always been obferved of thofe that frequent a court, that 
they foon, by a kind of contagion, catch the regal fpirit of negleé- 
ing futurity. The minifter forms an expedient to fufpend or perplex 
an enquiry into his meafures for a few months, and applauds and 
triumphs in his own dexterity. The peer puts off his creditor for 
the prefent day, and forgets that he is ever to fee him more. The 
frown of a princé, and the lofs of a penfion, have indeed been found 
of wonderful efficacy, to abftract men’s thoughts from the prefent 
time, and fill them with zeal for, the liberty and welfare of ages to 
come,” 

On this latter paffige, it has been judicioufly obferved, that, as the 

frowns of a prince and the o/s of a penfion are of wonderful efficacy to 

turn men’s thoughts to futurity; fo the fmiles of a prince, and the 

enjoyment of a penfion have been found of wonderful efficacy to fix men’s 

thoughts. on the prefent times and meafures, be they ever fo profli- 

gate and ruinous, and to fill them with zeal in fupport of them, re- 
ardlefs of ages to come. 

Of this the doétor himfelf is adduced as an inftance. We cannot 
fide, however, with thofe who affeé&t to admire the doétor for the won- 
derful confiftency of his religious and moral principles, and the in- 
confiitency of his political ones. His theory of religion and morals 
is moft palpably inconfiftent ; and in what is that of his politics more 
fo? The doftor was a rank Tory, in the reign of George the Second. 
Is he lefs fo now? His being a Facodite then, and a Georgite now, proves 
only that he was and isa tory upon principle and not from party ;° 
that it was not the family of the Swarts but their notions of defpotifm 
and divine right, to which he was attached ; that he is one of thofe. 
fubmiffive, traflable, {pirits born to fubjection and flavery, let who 
will impofe’them, a James or a George. So tar he is furely confiftent! 
Not but that we find one paflage, in his comment, that makes rather 
againft him, even in this particular. ‘The military, or ftanding army, 
whom he ftiles red /erpents, are thus fpoken of in the pretended pro- 

sheey; ; ; 
r " Quanquam haud pugnaees, 

Ibunt per cuncta minaces. 

On which the commentator obferves : «¢ thef= ferpents will threaten, 
indeed, and hifs, and terrify the weak, and timorous, and thoughtlefs, 
but have no real courage or ftrength. So that the mifchief done by 
them, their ravages, devaftations, and robberics, muft be only the 
confequences of cowardice in the fufferers, who are harraffed and 
oppreffed only becaufe they fuffer it without refiltance. We are there- 
fore to remember, whenever the peit here threatened fhall invade us, 
that fubmiffion and tamenefs will be certain ruin; and that nothing 
but <{pirit, vigilance, activity, and oppofition’can preferve us from 
the moft hateful and reproachful mifery, shat of being plundered, 
frarvel, and deveured by Vermin and by [icarlet] Reptiles .” 

- "This is hardly the advice, which the author of Taxation no Tyranny 
would give to the Americans! And yet his pretended prophecy feems 
to be more applicable to their fituation than to that of the prefent 
inhabitants of this country. Speaking of the above red ferpents, he fays, 
oe 1 thall content myfelf with collecting, into one view, the feyeral pro- 
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perties of this peltiferous brood, as hints to more fagacious and for- 
tunate readers ; who when they fhall find any red animal that ranges 
uncohtrouled over the country, and devours the labours of the trader 
and the hufbandman ; that carries with it corruption, rapine, pollu- 
tion, and devaftation; that threatens without courage, robs without 
fear, and is pampered without labour ; they may know that the pre- 
dition is completed.. Let me only remark farther, that if the ftile 
of this, as of all other predictions is figurative, the ferpent, a wretched 
animal that crawls upon the earth, is a proper emblem of low views 
and felf-interefted bafe fubmiflion, as well as of cruelty, mifchief, and 
malevolence.” 

We conceive the gentlemen of the army will treat all fuch general 
infinuations with due contempt; reflecting that if there are fome fitch 
red ferpents, there are alfo black vipers as wretched animals and 
equally attatched to low views and felf-interefted bafe fubmiffion. 


Art. XVI. Cowfiderations on the Means of preventing fraudulent PraGices 
on the Gold Coin. Written at Geneva, in 1773. By Lord Vifcount 
Mahon, F. R. S. Shropthire. Sce London Review for June, 


After {pecifying the methods of defrauding the public in refpec& to 
the coins by fale coinage and the diminution of the weight of the.true, 
coin; Lord Mahon propofes, in order to prevent the former, to have 
the moft able workmen at the mint, and by forming all the parts of: 
the coin which are the leaft expofed to wear, and, which at the fame 
time are notdiable to fill with dirt, with the moft {crupulous exact- 
nefs: which, he conceives, would effectually prevent the fuccefs of 
imitators *.—To prevent the diminution of the coin, -by clipping, 
milling, rubbing or fweating he propofes the following mode of 


colgagn : Lee ; ‘ 
“* Let the coin- have but very little relief, like fome of the coin of 
Lewis XIV. of France; the head appears ‘to ftand out very much, 
though it be almoft flat, and though the cheek be fcarcely higher than- 
the nofe; they are lefs liable to weay this way, becaufe there are no ~ 
prominences particularly expofed to wear, and the rubbing becomes 
more equal on. every part. Iam perfuaded that our Englifh coin. 
might be brought to excel the very beft coin ever yet feen in that coun- 
try, or in our own. ; 
‘* Let the letters of the infcriptions be very near the edge of the 
coin; or, what I believe is infinitely better, let there be a flat circle 
in relief, round the outfide of the letters, which circle muft be broad 
enough to refift- wearing, but not broad enough to be diminithed in 
its breadth, without this diminution becoming fenfible; and the bet-, 
ter to attain this end, the inner edge of this circle ought to be in- 
dented nearly the whole breadth of it, as in the firlt and fecond 
figures; and let the outer edge. of this circle be-either juit within the- 


#Bertain it is that the very flovenly manner, in which the new copper coihage is 
executed at the tower, makes the difference between the true and the falée frequently 
cadiftingtithable, ‘ . peg 

( ; ‘edge 
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edge of the coin, asin fig. 1.; or exactly coinciding therewith, as in 


fig. 2. which I rake to be much better, in more ref{pects than one.” 
FI I, FIG. I 


«* The coin, fays our Author, ought to be much better milled, and 
to be turned backwards and forwards in the mill, two, three or 
four times, which method, by milling the coin more gradually, 
would make it take the impreflion much better, without tearing, 
fqueezing, or bending up, the edge of the coin; this might be done 
without taking up much more time, or giving any more trouble, and 
Fbelieve it would be then poffible to mill letters on the edge of 
double, and even of fingle guineas.” ' 

This is, in fubftance, the chief of Lord Mahon’s improvement; : 
the praéticability and efficacy of which he takes fome pains to enforce 
and illuftrate. 
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Art. XVII. The Praifes of Poctry, a Poem. By Capel Lofft. Svo. 28. 

Owen. 

As much has been faid in favour of blank verfe poets, who could 
not rhime, the gothic barbarifm of which practice they have ac- 
cordingly laboured to expofe and explode ; fe much of late hath 
been urged by various verfifiers, incapable of attaining the regular 
and harmonious flow of Dryden and Pope, againft the famenefs and 
monotony of their verfification. And thus becaufe (in the ftrains 
of Mr. Lofft) ; 

Cowley ina fiery car upborne, 

Irregularly great, 

To extafy divine lets loofe the reins ; 

Loft in a rich extravagance of thought; 
every paltry pretender to poetry may indulge his poor extravagance 
of thought, let loofe the reins of his siittle Pegalin; and trot up and 
down as irregularly little as he pleafes. If indeed the great Mr. 
Sheridan’s maxim be true, that there is a pleafure in variety, fetting 
afide every other confideration, thefe poetafters are in the right: but 
we apprehend that notified critick has no better authority for his 
maxim than the fublime exordium of a common ballad, ‘+ Variety 
is charming.” But the votaries of the mufes, as well as thofe of 
Vents, may fvon learn that nothing turns fooner to difguft than the 
pleafure purfued in mere variety. ~ We don’t find that honeft Serué 
was at all fatisfied with his employment; though, as 4rcher on, 
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if varitty be the pleafure of life, he had enough of it. To be 
ferious, the impotence and extravagance of our prefent poetafters are 
fuch, that, we think, they ought to be rather laid under new reftric- 
tions than be ‘delivered from the old. Ma/on obferves, of rhime, 
that the mufe wears its chains, not as thofe of reftraint but ‘‘ of 
Jovelieft ornament.” In his lyric performances, as well as thofe of 
Gray, the diverfification of their meafure is alfo in general delight- 
fully pleafing ; but not merely becavfe it is diverfified, but becaufe the 
tranfition is either eafy and flowing, or pertinent and poetical, ‘Their 
fervile imitators divide, like them, their poems into ftanzas ; which 
again they fubdivide into fragments, and fritter into pieces of long lines 
and fhort lines, fometimes tagged with rhimes and fometimes not ; 
fo that thus patched all together, they refemble a harlequin’s jacket, 
compofed of remnants picked up at the piece-brokers, 

Of this kind is the produétion berore us; with fome lines of which 
we are tolerably well pleafed, as with others we have been totally 
difgufted. The reader will not entertain the moft unfavourable 
opinion of our poet’s talents from the —— fpecimens. Aftet 
a general introductory fection, containing four flanzas, the _author 
gives in the fecond, the origin, defign and ufe of poetry, in four 
other ftanzas, as follows: 


*T was harmony, ’twas harmony alone 

Dwelt by th’ almighty Father's throne 

Ere yet creation was, or worlds were made to rife, 
When al] was chaos, rude, and dark, 

And the young feeds of future being hid 

In the vaft jarring ma({s of fenfelefs matter lay, 
—-Of matter, which the word had caus’d to be—= 
He fpake ; and harmony went forth: 

The quickening influence came ; 

Infpir’d with a new foul the fluggifh frame ; 

And bad confufion ceafe : 

Confufion heard, and fled ; and all was holy peace, 


Thence tun’d the new-born ftars their mattin fong ; 
Thence the fag ft planets wheel their meafur’d courfe, 
And one harmonious force 

Rolis their confenting orbs along: 

Bids comets know their bounds ; governs their fierce career, 
Then man, ereét of {cul, untouch’d of fin, 

Beheld, admir'd, felt harmony within ; 

And though he flumber in the duft of earth, 

Her voice can give the duft ap ear, 

Sent by his Lord once more to call him forth, 

Thou, facred fpirit of poetic fire, 

Was prefent with him: Thou, when evil rang’d 
O’er the polluted world by man’s offence, 

And beauteous order nigh to ruin chang’d—- 

"Twas thine to interpofe. ‘Th’ eternal fre, 

Gave thee in charge not wholly to retire ; 

But dart thio’ error’s mitts, and teach his Providence, 
Cities arofe ; fociety began : 

Nor man, himfelf a foe to man, 


Vou. Il, G Roam’? 








Lofft’s Praifes of Poetry, 


Reoam’d among favage beats more wild and brute than they 
Nor fuperttiticn, child of ignorance, 

O'er trending mortals frown'd with horrid glance, 
Freezing their hearts with death and death’s difmay. 
But laws were modeli’d, to cre 

The muiic of a well united fines 

Where freedom and obedience meet, 

Mild temper’d rule, fubordination tweet : 

And Joti’ e re igns, of virtues queen, 

With awful brow and never altey’¢ meja : 

And poetry to heav’n bears 

Her tribute of lieav'n- -worthy airs, 

And.fmovths unconguer’d bréafts, and bends 

To bed and wilett ends 

Unthinking crowds ; guides, governs, and defends. 


- Mr. Lofft then proceeds to celebrate the praifes of the moft celes 
brated ports ancient and modern; after which he makes poe/y give 
the pretezeace to that fuperior {pecies of divine infpiration prophecy, 


But ye, how may I name ? 

Yet will I,—blamelefs be't—beft guiding ftars ! 
Lo! peace !~-that gleam was Heav’a! 

Higheit of mortal race, ye, prophets old! 

Lircling the throne.of glory ufnite, 

See the great fcheme of “providence unfold, 
Dwelling on that high theme with ever new delight, 
There founds the harp of Hirael’s pious king ; 
There he enjoys the prefence he ador’d, 

And hy:tms unceafing praife before th’ all feeing Lord ; 
The fon of Amos there 

With brow fublime, and deep revolving eye, 

And looks that fpeak the prefeiat Deity 

—Of pinex pretlive majetty 

—With him who to the third of Heaverts was caught, 
And tim to Patmos in fuch vifions rai yht— 
Sees'the ere at fhe pherd now, Who gently leads 

His tender flocks to ha appy meads ; 

Sees that defpis’d d ind once 1€; ‘eéted man, 
* AYP otorions, all aGod ; 

Sees in cc celeftial raptures Ifael wife ; 

Anticipates her triumph throuch the tkies ; 

Views prof} ets dazzling the angelic eye, 

Tn the vait boundlefS worlds of prophecy. 
.ook to the’high.orb'd 2m; 

ifpenfing va aried night an 
bfervetie fisted feafons hi y 

rolow them thro’ the ftarry way ; 

View in the planetary iphcres, 

The pow’r which call’d them forth, and bade fulfill their years 3 
Then fyr beyond the human ken, 

Bevond tits natrow world of nen, 

Let ea: gle- fan icy wing thy fizht 
To range the univ erle cf: li sht ; 
Then firive to gaze, 
Cnlok amid the cloudlefs blaze, 
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Yet not to fray, 

Bath’d in the ocean of unceafing day, 

Nor trace the countlefs erb.on high, 

Smooth gliding on in flent harmony, 

—Sufpended in the vaft expanfe of tky 

By unfeen force and myttic laws, 

Fix’d by the one almighty caufe— 

Nor myriads ruling in their central throne 

Of funs defery ; : 

While their attendant worlds on each obey— 
Of fun’s whofe beams: wing'd with the lightnings hafte, 
Not in fix thoufand years have hither paft ;— 

Wot thefe awake the foul dike prophecy. 
Far as thé ocean’s waves exceed 

The brook that lightly murmurs through the reed ; 

And as the pow’r of ev'ry human found 

Is in the mighty voice of thunder drown’d ; 

Thus finks all earthly poefy, 

Compai’d with thee, O facred prophecy ! 

And yet is all true poefy'a ray 

From that one fource, whence all thy glories {pring 

And when the eternal, univerfal King, 

His oracles of truth deign’d to convey 

His chofen bards burn’d with ph “ic heat, 

And thoughts above all human “sfure great. 

Nor let us too much blame, 

If fage antiquity has held the name, 

Of poet, and of prophet ‘as the fame. 

We would not with to difcourage this writer in his purfuit, nor 
io we mean to depreciate his praifes, of poetry ; but we tvould re- 
commend him rather to ftudy the regular harmony of verfe as it is 
to be met with in Dryden, Pope, Mafon, Gray, &c. than the 
new-fangled varieties of pretenders to Pindarics with the foppith 
followers of French frippery. We will otherwife venture, though 
neither great poets nor prophets ourfelves, to prophecy that Mr. 
Lofft will never be a very lofty poet. 


Art. XVIII. Addre/: to the Genius of Britain. By the Rez. Thomas 
Penrofe, Curate of Newbury, Berks. 4to. 1s. Willis, Newbery. 
Crowder, London. 

From the pleafure we received in the perufal of fome former pieces 
of this writer, we could with for another opportunity of recommend- 
ing his poetical talents'to the reader: truth, however, compels us to 
own that, in the prefent publication, he appears to much greater 
advantage as a patriot than as a port. Politicks is probably not con- 
genial with poefy ; at leaft, we are fo much piqued at our difap- 
pointment in the prefent inftance as to fay, of our curate’s prefent 
production, Sent derba et voces, pratereaque paulim. But, perhaps, our 
expectations were too much raifed by his former produttions and the 
prefent has fuffeted by the comparifon. We hope it is fo; as the 
firft acquaintance, we made with Mr, Penrofe’s mufe, was too 
pleafing, to permit, of our fuffering fo fudden a falling-off, with 
poetical patience,+ Let our readers judge from the author’s humble 
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Petition and remonftrance to his Majefty in behalf of the diftreffed and 
defperate Americans. After defcribing, more truly than poetically, 
the ftagnation of trade and its neceflary confequences, occafioned 
by the difputes with our colonies, he proceeds and concludes as 


follows. 


—— + Nor on the banks 
Of venerable Thames does woe prefide 
Lefs perilous ;+--Thames, the prolific fire 
Of Britain's wealth :---along his winding fhores, 
Unoccupied, moored to deftructive floth 
Whole fleets lie perifhing, a foreft, true, 
But ftill a blafted foreft: gloomy ftalks 
The unthipped mariner, and meditates 
On foreign fervice.---Should fome child of hopey 
Lured by the pleafing retrofpeét, once more 
Spread his broad fail acrofs the well-known fea; 
Should he, amidft the wonders of the deep, 
Give way to fancy’s dream,, and fondly truft 
To meet his wonted greeting: how recoils 
The vifionary voyage !---Not on the beach 
Sit waiting love and amity to grafp 
His hand, and lead him to their open bower. 
No thronging crowds his proffered mart attend 
With various traffic :---fled---affrighted---fled 
Ave all the little deities, that once 
Kind, o’er the focial and commercial board 
Hung hovering.---in the room, fad change, appear 
Stern refolution, ftoick ftubbornefs, 
And independence ;---in his hand each holds 
His weapon, jealous of the paffing breeze, 
And deaf to antient friendthip.---In this paufe, 
This folemn paufe, that halts *tween peace and war, 
O fly, bleft fpirit, in the royal ear 
Whifper forgivene(s ;---"midft the high behefts 
Of juftice, let our ever gracious Sire 
Forget not mercy ;---'tis the brighteft gem 
That decks the Monarch’s crown: nor thou, great George, 
Difdain the Mufe’s prayer, moft loyal the 
In mild febjeétion down the tide of life 


‘Steers her light fkiff.---Urged by the plaintive call 


Of meek hamanity, O! pardon, now 
If warm the akeide her caufe.---The favage race, 
That prowl the defert, or that range the wood, 
Are won to tamenefs by the attentive care 
Of the kind gentle keeper.--~Shame not man, 
Nor fay zs heart’s more fell :---’tis eafier far 
To footh by tendernefs, than awe by power. 

uit then the bloody purpofe, nor ie 
* conquer, when t Field is fairer gain’ d 
By reconciling.---'To the ungrateful toil 
Commiffioned,. fhuddering beats the foldier's heard 
Not fo, when from the plough in eager hatte, 
Roufed by the ca! to arms, the fhouting bands 
Rufhed emulous, reluétant none, nor held 
By loves or home:---each burning to fupply 
The watfte of war, and afixious to advance 
The common glory.---Spiritlefs now and fad 
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Embarked the deftined troops :---the veteran brave, 
That dauntlefs bore the variegated woes 

Of long protracted war :---the veteran brave, 
That won on many a plain the bloody palm 

Of viétory, amidit the dying groans 

Of flaughtered thoufands firmly undifmayed ; 
Now hangs in tender thought his honeft front, 
Averfe to flay his brother .---at the word, 
(Aw/ul, yet facred to his patient ear) 

He lifts indeed the fteel, while down his cheek 
The big drop flows, nor more he dreads the wound 
‘That bores his vitals, than the ftroke he gives. 

Say therefore, “* Savord be freathed,” ---faix in the tky, 
Now cloudy, then the dawn of joy will fpread 

Its warm reviving ray—and every eye 

That’s mifty now with forrow, will grow bright, 
And fivile away its tears: the funny beam 

Of mild returning confidence will cheer 

‘The kindred countries :---commerce, on her couch 
Now drooping wounded, then will rear her head 
Charmed into health ;---and from her various ftore 
Will cull the fweeteit flowers, and form a wreath 
To crown the temples of her Patriot King. 


Art. XIX. The Boat Race. 4to. 1s. 6d. Wilkie. 


A fatirical defcription of the Regatta; to which are prefixed an 
jronical dedication to Lord Lyttleton, and a preface relative to the 
compofition and its fubject. As a fpecimen of the writer’s talent for 
verfification, we fhall quote his concluding lines, by no means the 
worft in the piece. After defcribing the motley throng, that form 
the majority of the somenrs at a mafquerade, he proceeds 

Infipid, harmlefs fouls ! Yet oft intrigue, 
Seduétion foul, and breach of nuptial league, 
On mafquerades attend: the faithlefs bride, 
Bound by no call, and by no duty tied, 
Leud affignations forms ; and felf-undone, 
The treacherous precipice too late would hun. 
Ye maids, beware! Full many a lurking Jove 
To fin betrays, and woos to lawlefs love ; 
An eagle borne, fome bright A fteria courts, 
A fwan, on fome chafte Leda’s bofom fports ; 
Now ftorms, a monffer, {ome Europa’s breaft, 
A dragon now, to fome Olympia preft. 
Yet good from evil fprings: the labouring race, 
When half-cloath’d infants lift the half-ftarv'd face, 
Returning bleflings each new morn derive, 
By vain expence, and rich profufion thrive ; 
A thoufand mouths by folly hence are fed, 
And labour hence fupplied with daily bread. 

* __ Thus, for his creatures Providence provides, 
Direéts with wifdom, and o’er all prefides ; 
Subfervient follies (heav’n-ordain’d) procure 
Health to the young, and plenty to the poor, 
Pence leagued with pleafure ; induftry prevails, 
And arts encrsafe, and commegce fpreads her Gils. 
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Then come, Moria; Goddefs, come away ! 
Whofe motley power all things on earth obey : 
At thy command, what various wonders rife ! 
The mafque, and plume, regatta, and difguife! 
Fafhion to thee, and drefs, and dance belong, 
And love, and poefy, and mirth, and fong. 
Yet fathion, dreis, and dance, and mafquerade, 
And love, the poets darling theme, fhall fade : 
The plume iheli pertth, mirth fhall melt away, 
Regattas fink, and Ranelagh decay : 

Thy bard thal! die, his life of folly o’er, 
Aud fong, and fcavoir-vivre charm no more. 


Ant. XX. Verfes to the Right Honourable Fobu Wilkes, Lord Major's 

By W. Sharp, Junior. gto. 1s. Dilly. 

If Mr. Sharp, junior, of the Ifle of Wight, does not appear to 
be the fublimeft poet in the world, he feems to be a ftaunch patriot, 
and a zealous friend to conftitutional liberty ; at leaft, if the firm- 
ne(3 of his friendfhip fer the popular champion of public frecdom, 
be admitted in evidence. 

Let all to power, the powers that are, 

Yield to thie terror or the fnare ; 

Yet, Wilkes, I boaft my free-born foul 

No arts fhatl fhake, no pow’rs controut : 
Firm as that hour te thee, which bore 

My vows, when exil'd from this fhore, 

‘Thou bad’ft the fons of France admire 

‘Thy purer wit, thy patriot fire ; 

Firm as that hour when firft J hail'd 

Thy fteps return’d, and law prevail’d 5 

Or when with extacy I found 

My virtuous countrymen around 

Hail thee or Senator or Lord, 

As glory fign’d each right record : 

Or Senator or Lord, I feel 

‘The fame or a more ardent zeal ; 

Nor * Johnfon, with his pompous lics, 

Shall oler my reafon tyrannife. 

Mr. Sharp is modeft enough to own, in his dedication to the 
Livery, that his verfes are but a poor tribute to the merits of their 
iliuftrious Lord Mayor. ‘* Though, continues he, but a fimple 
field-Hower from the country, I hope it will not be looked on with 
contempt.” The merit of the intention will certainly be its fecurity, 
in this refpe&t, with the livery of London; who, though many of 
them may vie with our author in the career of patriotifin, will, few 
of them, be able to cope with hun in that ef poetry; or match his 
field flower from the country with any garden-flower that flows in 
their window-thrubberies in town. To the Lord Mayor himfelf its 
perfume mutt be particularly grateful, as, amidit the defection of 
talfe friends and apoftacy of pretended patriots, the conftancy of 
Mr. Sharp’s political, as well as. perfonal attachment, mutt more 
recommend him to our chief magifteate than would a much fuperior 
dexterity in capping veries. 

r * Tygris agit rabida cum tygride pacem 
Perpetyam, feev:t inter fe convenit urlis. 
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Arr. XXI. Free-will and Merit fairly examined : or, Men not their own 
Saviors. The Subftance of aSermon, preached in the Parifh Church 
of St. Anne, Black-Friars, London, on Weduefday, May 25, 177 i, 
By Auguftus Teplady, Vicar of Broad Hembury. 8vo. 6d. Matthews. 
The objections we made to the vulgarity of language and grofs 

allufions, made ufe of by this writer, in a former article*, are, we 

are forry to fay, but too forcibly juitified in the prefent. This fer- 
mon, as may be gathered from the title, is an earne(t and orthodox 
difcourfe on free grace and final perfeverance, The doétrine of 


tree-will, he fays, has carried many a man to ‘Tyburn and (’tis to be 


feared) from Tyburn to Hell.—‘¢ Arminianifin reprefents God’s 
fpirit, as if he acted like the guard of a tlage-coach, who fees the 
paffengers fafe out of town a few miles; and then, making his bow, 
turns back, aud leaves them to purfue the ret of the journey by 
themfelves,”’ In the fame vein of allufion and phrafeology he 
telfs his readers that ‘* fome Chrifians are like decayed mile flones ; 
which ftand, ’tis true in the right road, and bear traces ef the pro- 
per impreffion ; but fo wretchedly mutilated and defaced that they, 
who go by, can hardly read or know what to make of them.” Again 
in his ejaculatory prayer at the clofe of his difcourfe, ‘* May the 
bleffed {pirit of God caufe all our hearts to undergo a fre/b imprejfion ; 
and indulge us with a new edition of our evidences for Heaven |” 
Surely there is an impropriety in a Reverend Divine thus addrefling 
his audience in the languaye of a printer’s devil ! 


Art. XXII. Good News from Heaven; or, the Gojpel a joyful Sound, 
The Subfiance of a Sermon, preached at the Leck Chapel, ucar Hyde 
Park Corner, on Sunday, Fune 19, 1774. Ly Auguftus Toplacy, 
A.B. Vicar of Broad Hembyry. 8vo. 6d. Matthews. 

After the cenfures paffed on the ftile and manner of this preacher, 
it may be needlefs to repeat them. Let it fuffice to fay, that the 

refent difcourfe which, as well as the above, inculcates the 
doctrine of Free-grace, is fubjeét to the fame repreheofion. If 
it be urged that the familiar dialect and allufions of the {peaker, are 
adapted to the majority of his auditors, ad‘captandum vulens, who 
have fouls to be faved, as well as the learned and polite ; we reply 
that language may be /imple without being Jw, and allulions plain 
without being gre/t. A gofpel preacher thould obferve a decency of 

Rile, becoming the facrednels of his fubject; refiecting that, though 

Paul may plane and Apollos water, it is God alone that gives the 

increafe: Or, toufe, for once, one of Mr. Toplady’s own allufions 

in the difcourfe before us; ** A fither who ftands on the fhore and 
planges his net into the fea at /arge, is not fo frantic as to think of 
catching ail the fihhes in the fea, though he offers the net indilcri- 
minately ‘and without exception. So, when a Chrittian minifter 
jpreads the gofpel-net, he preaches to a// that come within the 
iphere of bis addrefs ; not with an expectation of catchizg all ; but 
ot catching as many as God fhall pleafe ; knowing that it is the 
poly sprair alone, who can drive /ow!s into the net and effectually 
@ iy) them for Jesus Cuarist.”—It is with reiu@ance we tran- 





* See page 52 of the prefent Review. 
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{cribe this irreverend paffage and again recommend, to the Reverend 
Author, a ftile more becoming his fubje&t. He fhould reflect, at 
leaft, if he chufes rather to be talked to in his own way, that, 
though all may be fith that comes to net, with his antagonift, Mr. 
John Wefley, 4c is himfeif no Arminian ; but, according to his own 


fyflem, cannot catch a gudgeon by the mere bait of pulpit declama- 
tion. 





BOOKS ad PAMPHLETS, 


Publifhed in the courfe of the Month, of which a farther 

account is deferred. 

Art, 23. An Abjirad of the Mechanifm of the Motions of Floating 
Bodies. By M. dela Croix. Commiffary General of the Marine, 
&e. 4to. 2s. Robfon. 

Art. 24. 4 Defcription concerning fuch Mechani/m as will afford 
a nice or true Menfuraticn of Time; together with fome Account 
of the Attempts for the Difcovery of the Longitude by the Moon : 
As alfo an Account of the Difcovery of the Scale of Mufick. By 
John Harrifon. 35. Jones. 

Ant. 25, Remarks on Dr. Balguy’s Sermon, preached in Lam- 
beth Chapel, at the Confecration of the Bifhops of Litchfield, Co~ 
ventry, and of Bangor, February 12, 1775. 1s. Johnfon, 


Art. 26. oe wpe A Tragedy. 1s. 6d. Becket. 
Art. 27. The Reformation of Schoolmajters, Sc. 18. Bew. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Lucinda Lively’s lat letter, on the Inequality of the obligation laid oz 
the hufband and wife by the terms of the marriage contract, is received ; 
but, as it will take up more room than her former epiitie, now fuper- 
f{eded, we mutt requeft her to have patience a month longer. 

The Remonttrance, in favour of Mr. Foel, thould have been fent, 
before that gentleman took the liberty to charge the Editor, by name, 
in the News-papers, with cenfuring a performance which he has not 
feen.—Had Mr. Joel, or his friend, applied for information con- 
cerning the writer of the article complained of, he fhould, agreeable 
to a former advertifement, have received the proper fatisfaétion; the 
Editor, in acknowledging himfclf fuch, not taking upon him to 
anfwer for the matter of every article contained in the Review. 

If any perfon can be fo uninformed as to fuppofe the whole Review 
written by one hand, he certainly pays a compliment to the Judufry, 
at leaft, of an Individual ; which no Jndividual can deferve. 

R. D.—P. EH. with our other Correfpondents fhall be attended to, 





